
ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, GOSFORTH 
‘The Community of All Saints’: living, thoughtful, caring faith’ 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

Held on Tuesday 2nd March 2021 at 7.30 PM 
On Zoom 

 
PRESENT:  Revd. Canon Andrew Shipton (chair), Revd Bev Davies, Paul Wilkinson, Christine 
Willoughby, Ros Place,  Pam Taylor,  Felicity Shoesmith,  Diana Lavin,  Dorothy Henderson,  Karen 
Parkhouse,  Fred Carr, Margaret Patterson, Joe Vera Sanson, Marian Cave, Diane Kirkup, Revd. 
Ruth Birnie, Ethel Randell, Peter Brown, Katie Hogg, Alison Proudfoot, Lesley Ogilvie, Alison Wilson, 
Kath Davies, Claudia Newbegin, Nicky White, Nick Glover (secretary). 

    
2021-02-01 Opening Prayer and Welcome:  Welcome and opening prayer by Andrew. 
 
2021-02-02 Apologies for Absence:  Apologies were received from Edith Davison. .   
 
2021-02-03 Minutes of the Meeting, 12th January 
      Approval of the minutes was unanimously agreed. 
  Matters Arising 
     Item 5: noted that the Church is open for private prayer on Sunday afternoons. 
   Also that a successful quiz was held on Shrove Tuesday. 
    Item 7: the congregation at St Hugh’s are keen to resume services together as soon as possible.  
 
  MAIN ITEMS 
 
2021-02-04 Live Streaming of Services 
  Ros Place spoke to the proposal/quotation from Blaydon Communications  
  She felt very positive about various key aspects of the proposal. The wi-fi signal is good, the cabling is  
  good quality, the image is good quality, and the sound system should be very efficient. It would be a  
  flexible system, allowing filming from any point in the Church and enable streaming to You Tube,  
  Facebook and the website.  
     She is impressed by the way the company operates and feels confident that we would get good  
  service from them. 
    Cost approx. £7.5k; grant received for £3.5k; PCC had committed upto £5k. Therefore £2.5k to be  
  found; an appeal to the congregation was agreed. 
 
  The Treasurer queried the post-installation ongoing costs, such as the annual equipment checks and  
  a possible service contract. Needs clarification.  
    Lesley Ogilvie queried whether weddings, baptisms might generate some income in that a recording  
  could be provided, especially if we have a good, reliable system. 
    Open discussion followed; suggested that we should see it as a “shop window” that can generate  
  interest in the Church within a much wider community. It could be seen as a new and different form of  
  mission to a different potential hinterland.  
    It could allow people to feel that they have attended church, albeit at a different time, maintaining  
  that feeling of community. 
    Diane Kirkup queried why only one quote; Ros explained the problems encountered in trying to  
  obtain another.  
 
    Lesley Ogilvie proposed, Karen Parkhouse second the proposal that we ask Ros to proceed with  
  Blaydon Communications. This was agreed with 2 votes against.  
 
    Ros requested that people come forward to be trained in the operation of the system; noted that this  
  could be people of all ages.  
    Grateful thanks to Ros for all her hard work on this issue.  
 
2021-02-05 Review of the Annual Report, 2020 
    Fred reported on the abnormal nature of the year, which caused a drop in income and expenditure.  
    Left a surplus of about £13k, but mostly in the Gloria Smith a/c and Restricted Funds.  
    General Fund again sees a significant deficit of about £1.1k 
    Planned Giving held up well, Council grants of over £7.5k had helped greatly; investments had done  
  well; the charity giving underwriting had cost us about £3.5k.  
 
    Peter Brown proposed, Diane Kirkup seconded the acceptance of the Report and accounts,  
  unanimously agreed. Grateful thanks recorded to Fred Carr for all of his hard work in the Report.  



2021-02-06 Lent, Holy Week and Easter 
    Reported that Live Streaming will continue until 21st March; hope for service in Church on 21st at 8  
  and 9.30am.    Meanwhile Lent Courses are proceeding.  
   Plan for a programme of services in Church across Easter weekend, with singing outside still not  
  permitted. All such services remain subject to any changes in regulations and we may need to have a  
  booking system for certain services.  
 
    In the light of declining Infection rates, Andrew proposed that we modify our earlier proposal, of  
  restarting services on the 28th, and agree to starting on 21st. Agreed with one abstention.   
 
2021-02-07 Staff Update 
    Reported that Standing Committee had agreed to continue furlough through March; Louise likely to 
   return in April, as activities pick up; Jamie at a time when his work/activities resume. Tricia at an 
  appropriate time. All three appear to be quite accepting of the situation.  
    Queries whether Tricia might be able to fulfil some limited duties, but felt not to be viable.  
 
2021-02-08 Generous Giving 
    Peter Brown reported that this is an ongoing issue that we need to address in the near future; we  
  need to attract new donors and look at the level of giving.  
    We also need to consider whether we join the Parish Giving scheme, which would mean giving was  
  inflation linked. 
    Any Generous Giving campaign needs careful preparation, well in advance of a possible autumn  
  timing.  
 
2021-02-09 Forward Planning and Priorities for 2021 
   Andrew referred to the need to regain social community confidence over the next few months.  
  Pastoral care will be important; also the web site needs complete renewal, hope to restore the  
  music/concerts programme, possible community outdoor fair and groups should return to the Centre. 
    16 weddings listed, also several memorial services.  Job reviews also to be completed.  
    St Hugh’s will be an ongoing project.         
    Careful planning of services will remain important and plenty of  volunteers will be needed.  
 
      Led to discussion of the importance of involving people of all ages from the congregation.  
    Opportunity to stress the importance of giving “time and talents” as well as money.  
    Important that we carefully define the roles and the tasks that are required and so encourage people  
  to fulfil them.  
 
2021-02-10 West End Footpath Illuminations 
    Paul summarised the problems met with the lighting bollards – too easily damaged.  
  Best alternative is a commercial grade groundlight that throws a horizontal light to illuminate the  
  footway. Cost £2742 net for 3 lights, the necessary number to be effective.  
    Agreed that there was little alternative; Fred Carr proposed, Diana Lavin seconded that Paul should  
  proceed with this scheme; agreed with one abstention.  
 
  STANDING ITEMS 
 
2021-02-11 Finance 
    Fred reported another Council grant received, of approx. £7.5k     
      Charity underwriting has run at 2.5% for first 3 months of year, required direction on how to proceed.  
    The importance of such underwriting stressed and agreed; Dorothy Henderson proposed, Pam  
  Taylor seconded that we return to the 5% level from April. Unanimously agreed.  
 
2021-02-12 Fabric 
    Paul reported that kerbstones have been relaid, lawnmower storage is now secure, various  
  estimates for repairs are being received and architect reports that the tower pointing is generally  
  sound. 
 
2021-02-13 Update Reports 
    i) Standing Committee:  no comments upon the notes.  
   ii) Safeguarding and Access:  Kath Davies spoke to her paper that stressed the need for the  
  administration of the DBS checking to be streamlined.   
   Safeguarding Committee has produced this flow chart system that seems to guide the checking  
  system effectively and efficiently. Agreed that it was a valuable improvement.  
   Agreed that it was important to maintain the list of names of people with checks and the nature of  
  their roles.   
  iii) Health and Safety:  Charlie Musset continues to oversee the Covid Secure agreement.  



  iv)  Deanery Synod:  no full meetings taken place since the last PCC.  
 
2021-02-14 Administrative Business 
    i)  Correspondence:  none received 
   ii)  Alterations to the Electoral Roll:  no applications received 
  iii)  Late Items:  Secretary listed the changes to the PCC membership at the forthcoming APCM.  
  iv)  date of Next Meeting:  Sunday 28th March at 11am; item, to formally accept the completed Annual  
  Report. 
 
2021-02-15 Closing Prayer  Andrew closed the meeting with a prayer and the Grace.  


