
             ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, GOSFORTH 
‘The Community of All Saints’: living, thoughtful, caring faith’ 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 12th July 2021 at 7.30 PM 
In the Church  

 
PRESENT:  Revd. Canon Andrew Shipton (chair), Revd Bev Davies, Paul Wilkinson, Ros Place,  
Pam Taylor,  Felicity Shoesmith,  Diana Lavin, Fred Carr, Margaret Patterson, Marian Cave, Revd. 
Ruth Birnie, Peter Brown, Kath Davies, Edith Davison, Dorothy Henderson, Nick Glover (secretary). 

    
2021-05-01 Opening Prayer and Welcome:  Welcome and opening prayer by Andrew. 
 
2021-05-02 Apologies for Absence:  Apologies were received from  Ethel Randall, Claudia Newbegin, Alison 
  Wilson., Lesley Ogilvie, Christine Willoughby, Katie Hogg, Joe Vera Sanso, Diane Kirkup. . .   
 
2021-05-03 Minutes of the Meetings, 10th May 
    Item 11;  “Handlebars” corrected to “Handlebards.” Acceptance of the minutes then proposed by  
  Peter Brown, seconded Edith Davison, all agreed.   
  Matters Arising: 
    Item 3: reported that live streaming has now successfully started with the new equipment. Some  
  issues with sound levels to be corrected.  
    Ros Place emphasised that training in operation of the equipment is available for volunteers.  
    Item 5:  Andrew emphasised the hope that PCC members should join a sub-committee. 
    Item 9:  Andrew reported that the picnic on the green and the Pets Service had both been  
  successful.   
    Item 10:  Andrew emphasised the important work that the Eco Group are already doing in this  
  context and will continue to do.  
    Item 11  Ros Place wanted to emphasise that the Shakespeare on the Green will definitely be a  
  family show with humour and even slapstick.  
 
   MAIN ITEMS 
 
2021-05-04 Code of Conduct for PCC members and those who hold responsibility 
    Draft document had been circulated. Andrew believes it is needed because, especially over the  
  last difficult 16 months, people seem to have become less tolerant and thoughtful in their  
  communications, especially in e-mails He does not want anyone to feel threatened or intimidated in  
  their church role.  
     Fred Carr queried his role as Treasurer in light of point 7 in the draft; he needs to be able to act  
  individually. It was readily agreed that certain members of the PCC must have delegated  
  responsibility (eg. Treasurer, Chair of Fabric committee, Church wardens) and so be able to act  
  individually.  
     Agreed that there needs to be an agreed procedure if somebody steps outside of the limits set by  
  the Code.  
    Agreed that people should be expected to sign or formally acknowledge the fact that they have  
  read and understood the code.  
    Diana Lavin proposed that we accept the proposed code with the additional element that there is  
  an agreed procedure for concerns to be dealt with. Kath Davies seconded the proposal, all agreed.  
 
2021-05-05 Youth Work 
    Jamie Donaldson was appointed March ‘20; could not start work till September and much  
  interrupted by furlough. This time has included his 6 month probation.  
    He has skills that are relevant to the job but not the full set of skills and abilities to fulfil all aspects  
  of the full job description. He accepts this conclusion and his work with All Saints’ will end on 16th  
  July.  
     The Youth Committee will meet soon to examine the best way forward.  
 
2021-05-06 Archbishop Runcie School Admissions Update 
    The School governors are taking a vote on the future, choosing between 3 proposals: 
   i) to retain the church qualification as at present; 
  ii) to extend the church qualification to all Christian churches in Gosforth: 
  iii)  to drop any church qualification and make the school simply a neighbourhood school.  
  Once the vote is complete, proposals 2 or 3 , if passed would require consultation with parents and  
  other relevant community groups, such as the churches.  
    Fears expressed that proposal 3 would mean that we lost all contact with the school especially as  
  we are very unusual in that the school is not within our parish.  
 



2021-05-07 Hub Church Model and Surrounding Parishes 
    There are ongoing discussions about our relationship with parishes of St Marys Fawdon and  
  Ascension Kenton as well as St Hugh’s.  
    The Diocese appears to ne looking to our clergy to provide some sort of oversight for these other  
  churches; it remains to be established whether we can create some form of hub team, working from  
  All Saints’, that would be able to provide the necessary support.  
 
2021-05-08 Calvary Cross Reinstatement and Security 
    We need to use an accredited conservator to oversee and complete the repair work, for what we  
  now appreciate is an important piece of art. A conservator based in Edinburgh has quoted £11,592  
  (inc VAT) to complete the whole job. It is hoped and expected that this will be covered by insurance.  
    The Police have suggested CCTV for enhanced security; floodlighting has also been looked at and  
  also use of uplighters. A quote of £6,070 (inc VAT) has been received to complete this work.  
    I view of the community concern when the theft occurred, the possibility of using crowdfunding to  
  help cover the cost was raised. Agreed we should make the final reinstatement into a high profile  
  event.  
      Noted that a faculty will be needed for some of the work to be done.  
 
2021-05-09 Generous Giving 
    Suggested that we should mount our own campaign and not just use the upcoming Diocesan  
  campaign.  We shall therefore need a Stewardship Working party to be established quickly. 
    The Treasurer emphasised again how precarious our situation is; too large a proportion of our  
  funds are held in restricted funds while the important General fund is declining. He emphasised the  
  critical link with the Planned Giving programme and how this must be boosted but by a different,  
  new approach from what has been tried in the past. But he emphasised the importance of the work  
  of a Stewardship Committee.  
 
2021-05-10 Centre Dishwasher 
    Paper from Christine Willoughby circulated.  
    Note from Vic Spong reported, requesting simplicity, and minimal training requirement for any  
  machine purchased.  
    Queries raised over funding, still required, and nature of use for such a machine; Pam Taylor  
  pressed the case for urgent action in such a purchase.  
    With funding still needed there was reluctance to proceed but Peter Brown proposed, Ros Place  
  seconded that we should give the option to the Standing Committee to approve such a purchase  
  when an appropriate stage had been reached. All agreed.  
 
2021-05-11 Plans for the late summer and autumn 
    Andrew reported on Handlebards in early August, Confirmation service 5 September and work on  
  Calvary Cross ongoing. Urgent need for work on a new website.  
    Need for discussion of worship as restrictions are relaxed. Ideas and questions raised, such as a  
  hybrid pattern with the organisation and format of services varying to cover different needs and  
  concerns of congregation members.  
    Questions raised over possible changes to seating capacity, by modification of spacing. Agreed  
  that there were possibilities with a view to changes from 25th July.  
 
  STANDING ITEMS 
 
2021-05-12 Finance 
    i)  Fred indicated that a new gas contract is being completed with British Gas, which will make 
                          of use Green Gas.  
   ii)  He also announced that some funds have been moved so as to try and maximise interest rates. 
 
2021-05-13 Fabric 
     Paul reported that the repairs to the Centre have been completed as has the repair to the North  
  door step.  The west end external new lighting has been installed.  
    Drain surveys have been completed and necessary action taken.  
 
2021-05-14 Update Reports 
    i)  Standing Committee:  no questions raised from the notes circulated. 
   ii)  Safeguarding and Access;  Kath Davies reported briefly on the dashboard system which is  
  designed to enable oversight of the safeguarding system Her main task has been updating of the  
  DBS checks and she thanked everybody for their co-operation.  
  iii)  Health and Safety:  no items raised 
  iv)  Deanery Synod:  no recent meeting held. 
 
 
 



2021-05-15 Administrative Business 
  i)  Correspondence:  the Secretary read out a letter from Peter Mitchell, in reply to our response  
  from the last meeting, concerning live streaming. He expressed his remaining concern about the use  
  of the Blaydon Communications system.  
  ii)  Alterations to the Electoral Roll:  no applications received. 
  iii) Late Items:  nothing raised.  
  iv)  Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 6th September at 7.30pm. Venue to be confirmed. 
 
2021-05-16 Closing Prayers 
    Andrew closed the meeting with a prayer and the Grace. 
       
     
 
   

 


