
 

 

Sunday Services 25th October 2020 – Last Sunday after Trinity  
 

  8.00 am  Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
 

 9.30 am  Parish Communion (Live streamed to Facebook see below for link) 

   Celebrant Rev Ruth Birnie  

   Preacher Rev Beverley Davies  
 

11.00am  Holy Communion at St Hugh’s followed by Annual Meeting                                    
            

 6.30 pm  Evening Prayer (A/A)  
 

https://facebook.com/allsaintsgosforth  
  

   

Readings  Old Testament: Nehemiah 8:1-4a   

 New Testament: Colossians 3:12-17 

                                  Gospel:  Matthew 24:30-35 
  

Thought for Today 
 

Today is Bible Sunday and we give thanks for the word of God. 
 

Like any literature, we don’t simply read the Bible, we digest, we think, we wonder, we are inspired to delve 
deeper and we pray with it.   
 

The Bible offers words of comfort and hope, we grapple with its complexities and the best way to do this is 
with others so that we can share our own thoughts and struggles with certain texts and what they are 
saying to us in our world today.  Did you know at All Saints there are Bible study groups through the year, 
some of which run regularly?  Look out for information in future newsletters about our forthcoming Advent 
groups. 
 

The words of the Bible are written on paper, or more commonly, on the screens of our mobile phones, 
tablets or computers; but as the early Church Father John Chrysostom said, “The Holy Scriptures were not 
given to us that we should shut them in books but that we should engrave them on our hearts”.  We also 
invite Jesus to come and dwell in our hearts so that the words we hear, read and digest, will be transformed 
into living words. 

 

Beverley Davies  

 

 

 

 



Keeping safe in church  
 

Face coverings - we are now required to wear face coverings in enclosed public spaces and places of 

worship.  Relevant guidance on face coverings is available on GOV.UK  

All Saints – what you need to know:- 

https://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth/covid19-risk-assessment 

 
Upcoming Events 
 

 

Sunday 25th October  St Hugh’s Annual meeting of Parishioners and Parochial Church Meeting 12 
    noon 

Wednesday 28th October  Classical Music Concert at 7.30pm 

Sunday 1st November  All Saints Day  

    All Souls services for those who lost loved ones during the past year at  
    4.00pm and 6:30pm 

Monday 2nd November All Souls service to remember loved ones from previous years at 7.00pm 

Sunday 8th November  Remembrance Sunday  

Sunday 15th November  ‘Bring your Pet to church’ Service at 2.30pm 

Sunday 15th November Amnesty Service at 6:30pm 

Wednesday 25th November Classical Music Concert at 7.30pm 

Tuesday 16th December Classical Music Concert at 7.30pm 

ZOOM 

Sunday – Parish Breakfast – from 11.15 am - please try and come along online - it will be lovely to see 
you. (The idea is that we can get a cup of coffee or tea and sit around the lap top for a ‘virtual’ get together.).  

Hosted by Ruth. Please email ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Tuesday @ 11am - Coffee morning hosted by Beverley. Please email   

Friday @ 11am - Just Sing – this is no choir practice, we ‘just sing’ because we like to! Try us out.  
Please contact dianalavin@hotmail.co.uk   

 

News 
 

The office is closed until Monday 9th November   

 
 

AGM October 2020 Stepping down I can recommend being a churchwarden 
from my experience of the last 3½yrs, thank you. I have had 2 terrific counterparts 
– firstly Fiona Hurrell, I wept the day she stepped down – and then Paul Wilkinson 
with whom I have had the most harmonious of working relationships, our roles 
complementing each other very well. I’ve spent 2½yrs with a man who can wrax a 
hinge – I didn’t even know how to spell it! Both Fiona and Paul had such fine 
qualities, with a good sense of humour, values and perspective. My husband 
Dave and my family have made the role straightforward for me to do. 

 

Thank you to all of you for being encouraging & positive – I have been touched by your appreciative 
comments, thank you. What skills and abilities we have – what a light we can be in our community!  
 

Paramount is the immense importance of leadership from the top – the clergy, committees – second to 
none. It’s been a path of love and commitment with them and an honour. Thank you, Rosamund Place 
 

A big thankyou too for the superb bunch of flowers shown here. It took me all of half a day to ‘spend’ one of 
my vouchers on some new autumn-fruiting raspberry canes for my allotment. Our garden will have a shock 
receiving some attention when I choose to spend the rest of your gift!  

 
Happy Birthday for this week to Evie Sutton 28th October, Ruby Coomer 29th October and Yu Chen Chiu 
29th October. 



A Remembrance event will take place in Gosforth Central Park this year but it will not be for attendees. 
Only those actually involved in the Service will be present.  A recording will be streamed by the City Council 
at 11am. Andrew  

 

The bell ringing this morning is in celebration of Bill Shaw’s 90th birthday, which he will celebrate on 
Thursday 29th October 

 
The St Hugh's annual meetings are today Sunday 25th October following the morning Service.  

 
 

Christmas Ideas: 
A zoom Christmas cooking demonstration with a festive recipe. Any volunteers?  

A zoom mulled wine and mince pie party with a Christmas sing along. 

A zoom Christmas themed Quiz 

A zoom Christmas decoration/wreath activity session?     Any more? Please email the clergy!   

 
Festive Cheer 

Food for thought? During the dark days of winter, many of use crave the light and gaiety of the Christmas 

Fayre. This year the Fayre will not happen. So maybe an alternative, on a small scale, could be achieved.  

How about setting up a scheme where goodies for sale can be ordered and collected/delivered?  
 

To do this your help is needed. 

Would you be prepared to contribute your skill to help this to happen or just give us 

your ideas. Below are some ideas for you to think about: 

Baking, cakes, biscuits, mincepies etc 

Arts and Crafts 

Christmas decorations e.g. table decorations 

Preserves 

Practical help – taking orders, delivering orders to housebounds – general help. 
 

If you are interested please contact: Dorothy Henderson 2415288 or Dee Matthews 2856494. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. Be in touch soon with more information. Please pass this idea to 

anyone who might be interested 

 
 

Weddings can once more take place in church.  The maximum number of people allowed to attend is now 

15. Organ music is permitted but we have been advised against any congregational singing.  
 

Funerals can now take place in church. The maximum number of people allowed to attend is 30. If you 
wish to make funeral arrangements, or if you wish to discuss arranging a memorial for a loved one whose 
funeral took place during lockdown, please contact the clergy.  
 

Baptisms   We are holding baptisms but with limited numbers. If you would like to know more, please 
email the office at post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk, 

 
 

Please see our new All Saints Magazine called ‘Keeping in Touch’ 
 

https://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth/in-touch-magazine 
 

You will see it’s less formal than ‘In Touch’ and will be more frequent depending on contributions. To send 
in an article of no more than 400-500 words please email to Allsaintsintouch@outlook.com or pass to: 
Christine Willoughby, Dermot Killingley or Lesley Atkinson. 

 
 

Prayer and Worship 
 

Young Saints. There will be activities for children alongside the 9.30am service. If you’d like more details, 

please email Lesley Atkinson l.atkinson@btinternet.com or Jamie Donaldson Jamie-donaldson@allsaints-

gosforth.org.uk  

 



Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the 

Church of England at the end of a free-to-use telephone line. The line – which is available 24 hours a day 
on 0800 804 8044 –. Please let people know who might benefit – especially those who are not online. 

 
 

Dial a Service We have introduced 'dial a service' feature where any member of the congregation who 

can’t attend church can simply dial a telephone number and listen to a service in full.  The cost is the 

normal charge for your line.  The number is 0191 338 8867 

 
All Saints Day 1st November All Souls services for those who lost loved ones during the past year will be 

at 4.00pm and 6.30pm.  On Monday 2nd November at 7.00pm there is an All Souls service to remember 

loved ones from previous years. Please contact Ruth Birnie with names of those to be remembered 

ruth.birnie@allsailts-gosforth.org.uk.  

 
Advent is a time to reflect. Join us on Zoom over four sessions as we explore some of the themes 

of Advent and what they might mean for us today. 
  

Wednesday 18th November “Do not be afraid” 

Wednesday 25th November “Good news” 

Wednesday 2nd December “Placed in a trough” 

Wednesday 9th December “Go back by a different way” 
  

To book a place, please contact the parish office with your email contact details. 

 
Donations 
 

Donating to All Saints.   We are keeping a very close eye on the cost of running All Saints and have cut 

back on much spending, to minimise the impact on the budget set for the year.   A very big thank you to all 

Planned Givers, who donate on a regular basis online.  If you would like to join the scheme, please go to 

https://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth/stewardship.   

If you normally give to the church via the collection plate, you can make a one-off donation in the same 
place.   All contributions are very gratefully received since we have lost several of our regular income 
streams owing to the cancellation of weddings and the closure of the Parish Centre.    
 

The ‘Good Plate’ is at the back of church. If you have a debit or credit card it is possible to give a donation 
(it is set for £5 a tap). 

 

Mission of the Month. Each month any plate donations from our services are given to a nominated 
charity. We ask members of the congregation to consider putting away money and later giving to the 
Walking With, based in Wallsend, supporting asylum seekers and refugees in North Tyneside providing 
practical and moral support services to individuals and families, information and guidance sessions, English 
Language classes, social activities where people can feel safe and understood. Most of all it helps them to 
be accepted and feel valued. They also provide food parcels, clothing and household goods to help ease 
poverty and deprivation. 

 

Support  
(Our response to Covid 19) 
 

How can I help? How can I get help? 

If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19, we can help with picking up shopping, posting mail, a friendly 

phone call or urgent supplies. Just call and we will do our best to help you 2.00 – 4.00pm on: 
 

Monday:    0191 284 1393  

Tuesday and Wednesday:   07989 145610  

Thursday and Friday:    0191 2845540  
 

NB If you just wish to speak to one of the church staff, please see the contact details at the end of this mail  

 



The People’s Kitchen is in need of toiletries and non- perishable foods. All donations would be most 
welcome. Graeme at Ashburton News, 21 Ashburton Road has very kindly offered to be the drop off point 
where these can be left.  Donations can be made from Monday to Friday.    

Donations of the following would be particularly welcome: Tinned meats, Tinned pies, Jars of sauces  

and stir fry sauces, Tinned potatoes. These essentials are necessary for making up food parcels and are 

very gratefully received by all.  

 
 

Contact Us 
Vicar Andrew Shipton 284 5540 andrew.shipton@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Assistant Curate Beverley Davies 07989 145610 bev.davies@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Assistant Priest Ruth Birnie 284 1393 ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Hon Assistant Priest Rebecca Watts 285 9840 rebecca.watts@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Youth & Children’s 
Worker 

Jamie Donaldson  Jamie.donaldson@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Churchwarden Paul Wilkinson 236 8070 paul.wilkinson@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Churchwarden Christine Willoughby   

Treasurer Fred Carr 01661 825863 fred.carr@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Safeguarding Officer Kath Davies 07880 618911 kath.davies@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Parish Administrator Louise Waugh 213 0450 

post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

The Parish Office is open Monday to Friday 9.30am – 
12.30pm but not this week. 

 

Thank you for looking at our news today. 

If you have a minute to tell us what you think, please email the parish office, post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH GOSFORTH: AMNESTY LETTER OCTOBER 2020 

Abdallah Benaoum is a political activist in Algeria, whose life is at risk as he is in urgent need of heart 

surgery.  He has been detained since December 2019 because he criticised the contested 2019 Algerian 

elections and the repression of the Hirak pro-reform movement.  He is currently being held in Oran prison 

and, due to his vulnerable health, has not been physically capable of meeting his lawyers or family.  The 

judges have unjustly rejected multiple requests for his transfer to hospital or provisional release that 

have been filed by his lawyers.  His next trial session is scheduled for 27th October. 

 

SPECIMEN LETTER (Please feel free to put into your own words, £1.42 stamp needed) 

 

President Abdilmadjid Tebboune 

Présidence de la république 

Place Mohammed Seddik Benyahia  

El Mouradia, Alger 

16000 ALGERIA 

 

Your Excellency 

 

Abdallah Benaoum 

 

Abdallah Benaoum has been detained in Oran Prison since December 2019 for Facebook posts in which he 

criticised the contested 2019 Algerian elections and the repression of the Hirak pro-reform movement.  

 

Abdallah suffers from heart trouble and his cardiologist, who examined him in May this year, says that he is 

in urgent need of heart surgery.  Multiple requests from his lawyers to have him transferred to hospital, or 

released provisionally due to his deteriorating health, have been rejected. During his trial in July this year, 

Abdallah was visibly ill, but the judge continued with normal procedures for an hour before a doctor 

confirmed that he was not fit to stand trial.  Yet he is to stand trial again on 27th October. 

 

I call upon you to drop all charges against Abdallah Benaoum and to release him unconditionally as he is 

being detained solely for the exercise of his freedom of expression.  In the meantime, please will you order 

his transfer to a medical facility where he can receive the urgent treatment that he needs? 

 

Yours sincerely 

 



 



 


