St Hugh’s Church, Gosforth

21st November 2021
From the Vicar

Christmas reflections

All Saints’ Day

Dear All,
Please see our programme of Advent and
Christmas Services and events on the next
page. We hope many will join us on the
journey through Advent to our Christmas
celebrations.
Last year it was extremely difficult to plan
the Christmas programme, with the danger
that services and events might be changed or
cancelled, perhaps at short notice. Now we
can have congregational singing inside the
church, and numbers attending services are
not as limited. We must still be cautious with
the use of face masks when singing, but there
has been real progress
I think you would agree that 2021 has
again been a tough year, and once more we
need some light, some cheer, and some good
news; this is what Christmas brings Our
Christmas celebration invites us to remember
what really matters in life; and when we do
that, we perceive that “the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not
overpowered it”. (John 1:5)
Jesus, as he grew up, was on the receiving
end of the very worst of human behaviour; he
knew darkness. As a child he was a refugee
fleeing persecution, later he was executed in
the cruellest of ways. Yet, in Jesus we see
displayed the very best in human nature. For
he introduced his followers to a radically new
way of life: to love even their enemies, to
forgive without limit, to open their hearts to the
neediest, to be courageous in the cause of
justice and peace, and to discover life in all its
fullness. He was and is truly “light”; “the light
of the world”.
At the centre of our celebration, then, is the
birth of a child, the Son of God, defenceless
and vulnerable. This new-born is totally de-

Dear All,
I always look forward to All Saints’ Day in
November, because among many things, it
reminds us that we are part of a story which
goes back centuries, and part of a reality we
can only glimpse at in this life. I also like to be
reminded of Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on
the Mount, often read at All Saints’ Tide, that
we are blessed by God and near to his
Kingdom when we confound the expectations
of the world.
This world often respects strength, a stiff
upper lip, and for us not to suffer fools gladly.
But the way of Jesus recognises that we are
closest to God, not when we are full of ourselves, but when we are empty and recognise
our need for him. There is nothing here about
possessing special powers of healing, but
everything about allowing God’s ways to take
over our own.
Every November we celebrate on All
Saints’ Day not as a class of perfect Christians
or virtuous disciples. To me, a saint is someone who shows that their life has been transformed by an experience of the love of God.
Rosalind Brown, one-time canon at Durham,
puts it this way: “Saints are like people with a
bifocal vision, seeing heaven on earth, and as
a result their lives are fortified by the hope of
sharing the worship in heaven while they shed
glimpses of heavenly glory around them on
earth. They become increasingly transparent:
people see God through them.” We pray to
follow their examples.
Andrew Shipton
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pendent on those around him to provide love,
food and shelter. It’s his vulnerability that
makes Christmas so precious and joyful. What
I find so moving is that God humbled Himself
and came into a world that “did not know Him”
in order to redeem a people who “did not
accept Him” (John 1:10-11). He was not put
off.
Seasonal services at All Saints’ and St. Hugh’s

28th November: Advent Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
6.30pm Advent Carols followed by mulled
wine
Saturday 4th December
10.00am-12.00noon Christmas Fair
5th December: 2nd Sunday of Advent
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evening Prayer
12th December: 3rd Sunday of Advent
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evening Prayer
Monday 13th December
2.00pm Carol Singing in Gosforth Shopping
Centre
Tuesday 14th December
6.15pm Parish Carol Singing meeting at the
Church
19th December: 4th Sunday of Advent
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
2.00pm Community Carol Singing on All
Saints’ Green
3.30pm Christingle Service followed by
refreshments
6.30pm
Evening Prayer
Friday 24th December: CHRISTMAS EVE
2.15pm Crib Service
4.00pm Carol Service on the Church Green
6.00pm Christingle at St. Hugh’s
6.30pm Carol Service (ticketed—please visit
the Church website to order tickets)
11.30pm The First Eucharist of Christmas
Saturday 25th December CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Christmas Communion
11.00am Holy Communion at St. Hugh’s

Christmas 2021 recalls again the great
kindness God has shown. May God give us
new courage to be kind to those we find
difficult, those who are different, and those
who do not look or think like we do. That way
we keep the light burning.
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Andrew Shipton
26th December: First Sunday of Christmas
8.00am
Holy Communion
9.30am
Parish Communion
11.00am
Holy Communion at St. Hugh’s
6.30pm
Evening Prayer
Those Services which include seasonal carol
singing are denoted in red.

Renewal and Funding Group
This group was formed in the summer to look
at how we can best begin to deliver the All
Saints’ Vision for five years’ time.
We have looked at our current strengths
and weaknesses as we emerge from the 18month hiatus caused by Covid, and identified
three priority areas where we need to focus
our effort:
Encouraging families and children back
into church and considering how best All
Saints’ can serve this group and engage
young people. We will be seeking feedback
on how people would like this to be done.
Rebuilding our volunteers. Many areas of
our life that we took for granted are no
longer happening or are being kept going
by a very small group of very dedicated
volunteers. We need more people to sign
up to the many opportunities there are for
both regular and occasional volunteering to
help build our church community.
Widening our funding base, particularly in
the context of a drop in giving and a
shortfall in funding. We will be promoting
the various ways in which people can give
to All Saints’.
At our services on Advent Sunday we will be
publicising our work so far and giving congregation members the opportunity to get
involved in all these areas.
Andrew Shipton, Bev Davies, Lesley
Atkinson, Peter Brown, Ann Cross, Katie
Hogg, Diana Lavin, Felicity Shoesmith,
Christine Willoughby
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Prepare for some sparkle: All Saints’
Christmas Fair, Saturday 4th
December
As you are aware, we are organising a
Christmas Fair on 4th December from 10am.
We are doing our best to make the event
Covid-safe. There will be lots of stalls in the
Centre, including crafts, cakes, bottle tombola,
planted bulbs and gingerbread stalls.
The Scouts will
have a stall outside
the Centre, and refreshments will be
served in Church.
This will also offer
an opportunity to
hear
our
organ
being played as part
of a Masterclass.
Peter
Brown’s
model of Alston
Station, described in an earlier Keeping in
Touch, will also be on display.
On your way into Church you can call in to
our bell tower where our ringers will be
showing you the ropes!
For those who are hesitant or unable to
attend in person, items for sale at the Fair will
also be available to order for collection or
delivery. Photographs of goods will be on the
website and included in the weekly notice
sheets. Orders for goods, cakes and raffle
tickets can be placed with Dorothy Henderson
or Ann Cross by email or telephone (see next
column). Money for goods or raffle tickets
should be placed in an envelope, clearly
marked, and left in the Church Office or with
Dorothy Henderson or Ann Cross.

and hides a small garland and sweets inside.
These can be purchased in the same manner.
If anyone is willing to donate an item for a
raffle prize or the bottle tombola, these can be
left in the Baptistery, in the Church Office, or
with Dorothy Henderson or Ann Cross.
Dorothy Henderson
0191 241528, dorothyhenderson48@gmail.com
Ann Cross
07803035198, anncross060@gmail.com

A Tale of the Unexpected
I’ve been asked to share the following little
story with you all. Hankies at the ready!
I was about to leave a certain shop where
I’d purchased (with money donated by
friends at church) a trolleyful of toiletries for
the arrival of five hundred refugees from
Afghanistan, when a young member of staff
stopped me in my tracks. “Excuse me, but I
heard you telling the manageress that all of
these items were for refugees.” “That’s right,”
I said. “Well, can we give you some clothes
for small children?” Before I knew it, I was
with him at a rack of tee-shirts which had
been reduced, and he had grabbed about
half a dozen.
I tried to stop him to make sure that I
didn’t have to pay for them. He shook his
head and told me he was going to pay for
them! 9, 10, 11 tee-shirts! “Stop!” I uttered,
once again. “You can’t give me any more if
you’re paying for them.” 14, 15…he turned,
looked me in the eye and said, “I am a
refugee. I got here safely from Iran, I have a
job and every month my father and I put
money aside to give back for the kindness
we have received.”
Well!...my bottom lip was quivering by
now. He checked all fifteen tee-shirts
through the till, paid for them himself, and
placed them in my trolley. Still plenty of good
people
in
this
world, eh?
Pam Taylor

Sew, Knit and Natter will have raffle tickets
for a Nativity Scene and a Gingerbread
House. The Gingerbread House roof is hinged
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Harvest time
At our Harvest service this year we were
joined by our Scouts, Beavers, Brownies and
Guides. At the service we gave thanks for the
generosity of God which we all enjoy, but
acknowledged that this generosity needs to
be shared with those who are less fortunate.
Our donations of food were donated to
The People’s Kitchen in Newcastle so that
they can continue to make a hot meal for
those who are living on the streets, and to be
a place of welcome and safety for them.
As we gave thanks; we also discussed that
Creation is a gift from God. A humorous but
powerful sketch about climate change was
delivered brilliantly by John Lewis and Pam
Taylor, highlighting how, by just making a
small change in the way we live our lives, we
can contribute greatly to reducing and slowing
down the effects of climate change.
Christian Aid are following the Young
Christian Climate Network, who have developed a campaign called “Rise to the
Moment”. They have produced prayer packs
which include making a boat or printing out a
boat to send to Christian Aid to be a prophetic
voice from us all about the urgency of climate
change. The Young Christian Climate Network travelled to the COP26 conference in
Glasgow in November to present all boats
from churches and individuals to make a
statement about just how seriously we take
the climate crisis.
Daisy, Amelia and Juliet led us in our
prayers which were taken from Greta
Thurnberg’s speech in 2019 and again, this
was delivered in a powerful and thoughtprovoking way that left us all really wanting to
make the changes we can.
Diana Lavin led us in our offertory song—

‘Imagine’ which she ‘re-imagined’. It was
another powerful reminder of how we should all
be striving to live in our world today.
Please continue to pray for the discussions
at COP26 and that concrete decisions are
made and agendas drawn up that will address
the climate crisis with urgency.
Beverley

New book

Tony Champion has been working through
lockdown to co-author a fascinating new
book Newcastle upon Tyne: Mapping the City,
by Michael Barke, Brian Robson and Anthony
Champion. It is published by Birlinn (Edinburgh),
retails for £30 and would make an excellent
Christmas present!
The book tells the story of Newcastle and
Tyneside by presenting and commenting on
over 150 historical maps and plans that record
the growth and development of Newcastle and
Tyneside from Roman times to the present day.
A fuller review of the book can be seen at:
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/history/
gallery/see-selection-fabulous-old-maps-22027962

An early map of Newcastle from Tony’s book.
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Afternoon Tea Boxes help bring
refugee families to safety.
All Saints’ fundraising towards the resettlement
of refugee families has got off to a delicious
start! Hannah Marshall has already sold 37
gourmet High Teas and raised over £600.

The charity Tyneside Welcomes brought its
first family from Syria in July this year. We now
have a Gosforth branch, supported by All
Saints’ Church, hoping to settle another family
in the North East through the Government
Community Sponsorship Scheme. The United
Nations High Commission for Refugees holds
a list of eligible families seeking this help, but
for every one person who is rescued, another
399 remain in difficult and often dangerous
conditions without hope of the safe and normal
life that resettlement offers.
Community Sponsorship offers ordinary
people the chance to take another family off
the list. To be eligible we need to raise £9,000,
find suitable accommodation and draw up a
robust plan for the family’s support and
integration into a local community.
We need more volunteers to join us. Roles
range from fundraising to finding suitable accommodation, from providing English language
lessons to helping the family navigate our local
health, education and benefits systems. If you
can help in any of these areas, please get in
touch. We would be particularly delighted to
have volunteers able to speak Arabic or
another Middle Eastern language (the Home
Office aim to match Community sponsors with
families who speak languages we can support
in where possible).
If you don’t have enough time for regular
involvement but could provide raffle prizes or
would like to donate, we would love to hear
from you too.

Also, it’s not too late to enjoy a mouthwatering afternoon tea for a very good cause!
Your savoury snacks, scones with jam and
cream and a selection of cakes & biscuits can
be collected from 12, West Avenue from 12pm
onwards on Saturdays 27th Nov and 4th Dec.
Minimum donation £12.50 per box (designed
to heartily indulge one adult). To order please
contact Hannah on 07841677874 or
h.r.marshall@hotmail.co.uk remembering to
let her know of any allergies, intolerances or
other dietary requirements.
For more information about our work, visit
tynesidewelcomes.org or resetuk.org, or contact Hannah or Andrew
andrewcole@blueyonder.co.uk
Thank you for your support.
Andrew Cole

Registered Charity Number 1183738

A throng
angels

of

How to make a
Christmas
angel
from
recyclable
materials:
Take an empty
bottle and fill it with
shredded paper—
white is good. You
can use old envelopes
or
unwanted letters, etc.
The inner bags from
tea
and
coffee
packets can also be
used, as they look
like foil but are
actually plastic (do the ‘scrunch test’) and
add a bit of glitter!
Scrunch up some foil into a ball for the
head and stick it firmly to the neck of the
bottle. For the halo and wings, you can use
paper, foil or card. For the angel in the
picture foil-covered trays from fish were used
—but wash them well! Glue the halo on to
the back of the head and the wings to the
back of the bottle.
Fill your house with a throng of angels this
Christmas! They can all be recycled
afterwards.
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Everything’s
coming up
roses...
…..Or not quite
at the moment,
but the Garden
of Remembrance
does need some
TLC.
For that
reason, we have
formed a group
(an offshoot of
the group that
looks after the church grounds generally) to be
known as Friends of the Garden of
Remembrance.
Why? Well, we know that meeting on a
Saturday morning once a month doesn’t suit
everybody, and also that plants, weeds,
leaves and paths need ongoing care week by
week.
If there is a body of people who are keen
on gardening, wouldn’t mind strolling up there
from time with a pair of secateurs or their
chosen tool, and doing a bit of gentle
maintenance, then it wouldn’t become such a
chore to tackle, as the jobs wouldn’t mount up.
So if you’re happy to do a little bit now and
again, can tell the difference between a plant
and a weed and have an eye for a job that just
needs doing, this is for you!
We will still continue with our monthly
Saturday mornings—seeing what needs to be
done, enjoying coffee and a bit of socialising—
but the next one won’t be until Saturday 8th
January (2022!!).
If you are interested in any of this, please
ask me.
Ann Cross

Wedding congratulations

Many congratulations to a very happy Sophie
Wales and Joe Vera-Sanso who were married
at All Saints’ in October.
Also to Jennifer Jones and Blair Hutchison
who converted the church to a stunning green
space for their day, photographed by Tricia
Maylia.
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Visiting my great-grandchildren

I’ve recently had a wonderful holiday at
Elaine’s house in Dollar, Scotland. The
highlight was spending an afternoon in the
new house of one of my grandsons, where I
met my two great-grandchildren: Adam aged
2 years and Ellen aged 11 months. It was an
especially
joyful
occasion
as
Covid
restrictions meant that this was the first time
that I had been able to see Ellen.
Ethel Randall

Thank you
Now that my feet are
firmly on the ground I
just want to say the
biggest thank you for
everyone’s support,
from donations to
good-luck
messages.
My descent was
amazing — on my
way down I could
see London and the
Thames laid out
below me, and even had time to spot the
houses of George Michael and Rowan
Atkinson!
I am so proud to announce that I have
raised £938.75 for the RAF Association and
know first-hand how much this will benefit RAF
veterans and families.
Aside from anything else, I’ve also
confirmed that I need to do more skydives!
With many thanks for all your support
Sarah Willoughby
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Tales from the Tower: A truly ecofriendly activity
How many hobbies or interests do you have?
How much time do you spend on them and,
more to the point, how much money? A further
thought—how much impact do you think your
hobby has on the planet?
You may have already guessed by now
that I’m going to suggest that bell ringing hits
all the right notes in terms of ethical
sustainability—and it keeps you fit too! For
obvious reasons we haven’t been able to
teach learners for almost two years, but after
Christmas it is our intention to recruit new
ringers, so watch out for posters and notices
about this.
The tower will be open for visits on
Saturday 4th December, the day of the
Christmas Fair, so do take the opportunity to
come up to our ringing room where we can,
quite literally, show you the ropes. (Please
note: you won’t be able to go up amongst the
bells or on to the roof, but we think you’ll find
enough to interest you without having to climb
those final stairs.)
Paul Cross
Tower Captain

helped me not only achieve the award, but
build teamwork, social and problem solving
skills along with the other sections of the
award I completed.
This past month, I have begun the “skills”
section of my silver award, having completed
the “physical” and “volunteering” sections
along with two expeditions earlier in the
summer. To do this, I’ve been using the “50
ringing things” scheme, a challenge to complete as many bellring-related tasks and
challenges as possible. As a part of this, I am
completing various tasks such as maintenance
checks on the bells, researching their history,
and ringing much heavier bells than I have
before (up to 16cwt).
I would strongly recommend using
bellringing as a skill to anyone looking to start
or continue their Duke of Edinburgh award, as
it’s not only organised and straightforward, but
also a new skill and enjoyable hobby. It’s an
achievable challenge for anyone looking to
achieve the award.
Lily McCabe

Crafty for Christmas

My journey with DofE and Bellringing
For the past four years, I’ve been bellringing at
All Saints’, right from learning the basics to
where I am today with the help of all the other
amazing ringers.
I completed my bronze Duke of Edinburgh
award last year, having used bellringing as the
“skills” section. I did this through learning
various methods (sequences of changes made
with the bells committed to memory) and it

Can you make a
Christmas tree from
recycled
materials?
Now’s the chance to
fire up your imagination and show off
your creative skills!
Entries
will
be
displayed in church
during
the
weeks
before Christmas – no
winners, just for fun!
Groups,
individuals,
young or old can all take part.
All entries must be labelled with the name
of the creator/s and delivered to All Saints’
Office or brought to church on one of the
Sundays at the beginning of December. Trees
must be made from at least 50% recycled
materials.
All Saints’ Eco Group
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Music on the Green: Lucky again
with the music and the weather!!
On Sunday October 17th at 2.30 we were
happy to welcome Heaton Voices on the
Green, as part of our free Music on the Green
events. This was a local community choir who
sang a wide, eclectic range of songs from all
over the world.
About 40 of their 60 members came along,
and it was interesting to notice at once the
quality of singing resulting from their being
taught by ear—they sang all their songs a
cappella and with no sheet music in front of
them, which left them free to focus on their
own and the group’s sound.
On thanking them afterwards, Ros Place
was amazed at their gratitude towards us for
having the chance to perform again in public
for the first time since December 2019! The
local audience of about 45 again included
passers-by who lingered or joined us, and a
group of elderly residents from a local home
accompanied by carers, who had enjoyed the
last Music on the Green event. About 80% of
those who attended were from the local
community, with no church connection—truly

another Outreach event. Jesmond Ice Cream
Company arrived on their trike and were kept
busy selling high-quality ice-cream from their
stall!
Heaton Voices’ website is:
http://heatonvoices.org.uk/
Other individuals and groups interested in
the chance to perform on the church green are
welcome to contact Louise Waugh in the
parish office on 0191 2130450 or
post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk or Ros Place at
rosamundplace@btopenworld.com
Please mention this opportunity and
invitation to your friends and neighbours and
on WhatsApp etc!
Our next Music on the Green event is on
Sunday 19th December at 2pm (please note
the earlier start!) when there will be community
carol-singing open to all.
Rosamund Place

Recitals Programme
Viv McLean (pictured) got our autumn series of
Master Musicians’ recitals off to a fine start
playing Beethoven, Chopin and Gershwin on
Wednesday 22nd September.

During the delay between his initial booking
(cancelled during lockdowns) and this recital
this year, Ros realised with a bit of a shock that
plans to borrow a decent piano stool had
somehow got overlooked. Fortunately a generous contribution helped to put this right, so a
month later, on Wednesday 27th October,
Tyler Hay was able to sit comfortably on a new
piano stool to perform some unadvertised
Clementi pieces followed by Czerny, Bethoven
and Chopin.
Please encourage friends to join us for
these special events—£10 entrance at the
door, accompanied under-18s free—and pass
the message on via WhatsApp groups and
Facebook. We will have our first classical
guitar recital on Wednesday November 24th
at 7.30, with the Italian Giulio Tampalini playing
Granados, De Falla and Albéniz, and on Dec
ember 8th Jonathan Middleton on the piano.
All Saints’ has a regularly tuned grand piano
in church, available for hire for recitals, events,
masterclasses, auditions, recordings, concert
rehearsals and examinations etc. Also a very
fine Harrison and Harrison organ which may be
hired out—please contact Louise Waugh in All
Saints’ Parish Office tel no 0191 213 0450 or
by email (on our website) for enquiries.
Rosamund Place
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School Report: Archbishop Runcie
First School
Nursery have had a fantastic start to the new
school year. We have been exploring our
indoor and outdoor environments: building,
reading, taking part in PE and making many
new friends.
We have been on a listening walk, listening
to environmental sounds! Our giant listening
ears helped us to listen very carefully.
Kathleen Francis

Livestreaming at and for All Saints’

The Light of Christ
The Light of Christ
brings hope into our world
Hope to steady anxiety
Hope to calm fear
Hope to accompany illness
Hope to befriend loneliness
Hope to thwart despair
Hope to reconcile hatred
Hope to forgive
Hope to be forgiven
Hope to dream of better times
Hope to encourage the future
Hope to re-build what lies in ruins
Hope that God’s Kingdom will come
Pray the light of Christ for anyone who
needs him.
Seen recently in Holy Trinity Skipton

Camera 1 has now returned happy and refreshed after its autumn break away from
Church. We have used camera 2 (at the back,
by the baptistery) for all our livestreaming for
about 3 months. Typically there might be 25
people who watch the 9.30 service livestreamed on Sunday mornings, but there were
close to 70 who followed the Harvest Festival.
A wedding in October was viewed through 136
links, and between weddings and funerals we
had family and friends watching who lived in
Denmark, Devon, Scotland, New York, Ghana
and Wales. Two funerals attracted 146
watchers, another 164.
We are keen to build a team of people
willing to livestream ordinary services—I will
make sure you are not left to do so on your
own until you gain confidence. It is an ideal
way to enable our services to reach people
unable to join us for whatever reason—and
also a useful way to support clergy so they do
not have to manage livestreaming as well as
run a service. We are concentrating on only
using one camera at any one service at the
moment—this will be followed up in the future
by using both cameras in combination. If
interested, please contact Rosamund Place at
rosamundplace@btopenworld.com or on tel no
0191 2857244 to arrange a training session,
finding out how to operate the remote.
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Obituaries
We have said our farewells to three very
faithful members of All Saints’ recently and
here we remember them fondly.

Dee Matthews
We were all deeply saddened to learn of the
sudden death of Dee in September; both she
and husband Chris have left a huge hole in the
life of our church.
Dee left instructions for her funeral, not least
to keep it short. She never dwelt on herself but
on others, and more than anything would wish
us all to receive her thanks for the love and
care she received throughout her life.
Dee was a giver, a source of understanding,
support and encouragement. Through knowing
her, many of us were, in the words of one of
her friends, able to walk taller.
Dee grew up in Gosforth with Lesley, John
and Pam, and the family were well known,
being the Bookless children. They were
brought up as Plymouth Brethren. However,
the girls attended Church High and gained an
appreciation of Anglicanism there.
Completing her nursing training at the RVI,
Dee became a most competent and caring
nurse.
Dee met Chris on a blind date. They
married in 1968. Much to their joy, Louise
arrived whilst they were living in Chapel Park,
and then Tim just after they moved into
Gosforth in 1973. With bringing up their family
began their involvement in All Saints’ as well as
other local organisations like the Scouts. They
threw themselves into community life, and became movers and shakers of our church
community and beyond.
Here at All Saints’, Dee was at the heart of
our community—there were and are few things
that do not bear her imprint. She was known as
“a great doer”. She may have been short in
stature, but she was feisty, strong and determined, and she was admired because she
could manage people and get the job done.
As well as looking after her family and
supporting Chris in his activities, here are just a
few things she did, in no particular order. It is
interesting how her church life overlapped with
her work in the community:
Working in a play group in Elmfield Park
A nurse at the Nuffield hospital
A Samaritan
A Sunday school teacher
An organiser of meals out for All Saints’

members
A volunteer on the St. Oswald’s minibus
Activities co-ordinator for Eothen House
Worked in the family flower shop
Hosted numerous Lent groups and bible
studies
Helped with our toddler group, Little
Saints
Did flowers in church
Ran schools week, and the Christmas
Fair
Active on the PCC
In doing these things she received such

A relieved Dee at the end of Schools Week!

joy and she celebrated getting things done,
she was so pleased when all went well. And
her determination and persistence and the
hard work of others had paid off. She was
loyal, reliable, and hard-working, a team
player, unfaltering and firm.
Dee was such a good friend to many of
us. She was accessible and welcoming. She
could listen and absorb what you said and
seemed to know what you felt. As well as
understanding she could gently challenge.
She was wise and realistic, loyal and
thoughtful. It was in being dependable, in
being stable and grounded that she brought
reassurance and calm.
If we think about Dee I think we sense
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that her kindness and self-giving came from
her faith. In scripture we hear that such love
comes from God. This love is perfect, and will
last forever. It has no boundaries. It was this
love that Dee lived out among us and I believe
it is this love that we feel when we think of her.
We know Chris and Dee enjoyed a strong
partnership. She enabled Chris too to do so
much in the community. It was a terrible blow
when Chris became ill. Yet she was resilient.
She was devastated, but remained determined
and resolute.
Worship at All Saints’ mattered to Dee, and
she told me how she was inspired by the
glimpses of heaven she experienced in the
prayers and readings and music, Sunday by
Sunday.
We believe that the Lord she encountered
here she now sees face to face; that the love
that nurtured her, now embraces her. Dee has
shown us that Love is patient; love is kind…it
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, and endures all things, and that love
never ends.
Dee was a truly remarkable person, and our
thoughts and prayers go with Louise, Tim,
John, Lesley and Pam and their families at this
most difficult time.
Andrew Shipton

began his involvement in All Saints as well as
other local organisations He was a school
governor, and after holding a senior position in
the Scouts he moved to the Sea Cadets. Here
he had been district officer for Northumberland and Chairman of Jarrow Sea Cadet
Unit’s Management Committee. He was commanding officer at Newburn.
Also active at Northern Rugby Club, Chris
had been a player, organiser of the Sevens
competitions, President and Chair of Executive. He had been a key member of the
County U20 rugby setup and much more. As a
great rugby supporter, he would talk about the
long trips away on the coach to support the

Chris Matthews
Chris was a pillar of the local Gosforth
community. Modest and humble, he embraced
the opportunities to make a difference, and you
could say he never tired of doing good.
Considerate, courteous, he was enriched by
his self-giving.
Brought up in Cumbria with his two sisters
Gail and Lindy, Chris attended the village
school in Irvington near Carlisle. It was at Lime
House school that he met David Ogilvy.
Chris joined the merchant navy and trained
at HMS Conway on Anglesey to be purser. He
sailed to South America, took responsibility for
all administration on board ship, and spoke
Spanish.
When he returned to land, he worked for
George Angus and renewed his friendship with
David, who was also working for the company
and a member of the Northern Rugby club.
Chris subsequently worked for Bookless’
overseeing the flower side of the business
Chris met Dee on a blind date. They
married in 1968. After the joyful arrival of
Louise and Tim and a move to Gosforth, Chris

Chris and Dee after he received his MBE
Copyright Talbot House

players on match days, and enjoyed the
camaraderie.
Chris was Chair of the Trustees and
Governors of Talbot House Trust. When he
retired, the children, staff and the board
missed him.
Here at All Saints’, Chris was respected
and admired because he got the job done
without a fuss! He was loyal, reliable, and
hard-working, a team player, unfaltering and
approachable. He was churchwarden twice,
from 1978 to 1981 and from 1996 to 1998. In
our worship he was a intercessor, he
administered communion on a Sunday, and
managed the Hall (now the Centre) next door
to the church; he was the Charities organiser
and Monday Club chair. With Dee, he hosted
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numerous Lent groups and Bible studies. He
took Communion into the care homes for
residents, including Moorfield House, where he
was later cared for.
Most of all, Chris cared about people, and
honoured the aims of organisations with which
he worked He did not want recognition,
although he could also be quite particular. He
wanted to get it right. He had high standards.
He enjoyed meeting others who also wanted to
make a difference. He would say he lived a
rich life.
In 2017 Chris received a well-deserved
MBE for voluntary services to the community
from HRH Prince Charles.
Chris faced his final illness bravely, did
what he was told and followed the advice of
the consultant. We held a special service in
church before his major operation, and he was
calm and philosophical. Positive, he trusted to
the surgeon.
Most of all, of course, Chris gave loving
attention to his family. As well as being a
devoted dad to Louise and Tim, he was a
loving grandpa to Sophie, who was the apple
of his eye. He was a most supportive brother
and uncle. Between them, he and Dee formed
a strong partnership rooted in their shared
faith. Dependable and loyal, he has fought the
fight and we trust that he is now face to face
with Him who inspired him, who was his
captain, his guide, his star to sail by.
Our thoughts and prayers go with all his
family.
Andrew Shipton

Constance
Maselino-Okai
In October we came
together for the funeral
of Constance, who had
passed away earlier this
year in her native
Ghana.
Constance’s name,
from its Latin origin, means "constant,
steadfast". And that is how Constance was:
hardworking and faithful, ever warm and
concerned.
Constance had many roles as well as being
a beloved mother, grandmother, sister, aunt.
She was also a businesswoman, a teacher
and matron, and a major in the Territorial
Army, in the 201 Field Hospital.

Constance’s Christian journey started with
her worship in a Post-Baptism class at another
All Saints’ Anglican Church with her parents as
she was growing up. She participated in a
choir, and in her mother's Bible Class at
Wellington Church near Hillhead in Scotland.
Constance started her nurse training in
Scotland, worked as Staff Nurse and relocated
to Newcastle when she got married. She was
a midwife at the Princess Mary Hospital and
Ward Sister at Sanderson Hospital. She was
also a Nursing Tutor at the Freeman Hospital
and managed various Nursing Homes, as well
as serving in the Territorial Army branch of
Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing
Corps.
At All Saints’, Constance was so faithful.
MostTuesdays she would arrive at about
8.30am in a taxi for morning prayer, then
assist at the Eucharist and help with coffee
after. She helped at the toddler group
called “Little Saints”, then at the Afternoon
Tea Club, and would often stay on for an
evening meeting. More than a 12hour shift! In
addition Constance washed and prepared the
linen for the altar, took part in bible study and
discussion groups, was an intercessor, reader,
tea maker and provider. She served on the
Church Council and on the Deanery Synod,
and was active in other churches.
Constance always had a big smile and a
friendly greeting. She was hospitable, and
always the first person to offer a welcome and
refreshments. She was graceful and gentle,
but also very private, determined and
focussed.
We mourn Constance’s loss, but also
rejoice that she has run her race and her
reward awaits. From her deep faith I think
Constance’s message to us would be that we
must not lose heart. She would say: “Take
heart, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm.
Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you
know that your labour in the Lord is not in
vain—be ready to know the full weight of
eternal glory in the Lord’s presence. He is
trustworthy and secure.”
We give thanks for Constance’s time with
us and commend her to the Lord, knowing that
she has been a faithful disciple and that all her
labours were not in vain. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Doris, Gil, Janet, Seth Junior
and all the family.
Andrew Shipton
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Our Church: a thought
Stop looking for a perfect church.
It does not exist.
Join an imperfect church
And serve in every way you can
To make it nearer perfection.
Taken from a Churchwarden Facebook page

From the Editors
We hope you have enjoyed reading this
edition of Keeping in Touch. Its purpose is in
the title—to try and help us all to connect with
each other during these strange times. Please
get in touch and tell us about yourselves and
how you have been getting on. As soon as we
have enough to publish we will put out a
further edition.
You can hand contributions to any of the
editors, or email to:
allsaintsintouch@outlook.com
We look forward to hearing from you.
Lesley Atkinson, Dermot Killingley, Ann
Cross, Christine Willoughby

From the Registers
A beautifully decorated altar (above) and north
porch (below right) at All Saints’, ready for the wedding of Blair Hutchison and Jennifer Jones on 9th
October
Photographs: Tricia Maylia

Weddings:
2nd October: Joachim Vera-Sanso and Sophie
Wales
9th October: Blair Hutchison and Jennifer
Jones
Baptisms:

Sunday services at All Saints’
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evening Prayer
—all livestreamed on YouTube
Updates will be posted on our website:
https://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth

Sunday services at St. Hugh’s
11.00am
Updates will be posted on our website:

10th October: Abigail Rose Denham
14th November: Oliver William Morris
Funerals:
28th October: Constance Maselino-Okai (died
21st May 2021 aged 78)
29th October 2021 Chris Matthews (died 5th
October aged 78)

www.facebook.com/St-Hughs-Church-Gosforth

Seasonal services at All Saints’ and St.
Hugh’s: see p. 2

Church contacts
Vicar:
Andrew Shipton 2845540
andrew.shipton@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk
Assistant Curate:
Beverley Davies
07989145610
bev.davies@allsaints- gosforth.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Ruth Birnie 2841393
ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk
Parish Office: 2130450
West Avenue, Gosforth, NE3 4ES
post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk
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