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Welcome 

Keeping in 

touch 
St Hugh’s Church, Gosforth 

Dear All,  

In many ways, early autumn is a lovely time 
of year—that time of mists and mellow fruit-
fulness—but of course it also points us to 
short days, long nights, and eventually winter. 
As October begins we continue to live in 
challenging times. The new restrictions are a 
harsh and sobering reminder that Covid is 
still with us and will remain so for some time. 
This situation has led me to reflect on our  
journey so far.  
 At the beginning of lockdown, I talked of 
resilience. There was open gratitude for key 
workers and the Thursday “clap the carers” 
sessions became a community event for 
most of us. Now, in addition, perhaps stamina 
is as important. Certainly, alternative ways of 
doing things can take seemingly copious 
amounts of energy. I guess we need to 
accept that we should pace ourselves, to 
recognise that we can be emotionally ex-
hausted by everything feeling like it takes 
twice as long as it did. I am only too aware 
that job and financial insecurity has become a 
cause of great stress to many, and how 
mental illness also (to most formerly just a 
concept) is now an understandable experi-
ence when we feel times of despondency. At 
this time it is tempting, especially with the 
extra restrictions, to bunker down, look in-
wards and “shut up shop”. Instead, we need 
to look outwards and welcome the help of 
others who are also simply doing their best.    
 Continuing my thoughts from last month, 
this surely is the time to reach out, both to 
forge new relationships and to deepen 
existing ones, so that we can find strength 
together to take on the winter. We can 
maintain the phone calls, the Zoom sessions, 
Facetime and emails, and remember to 
appreciate the good things we enjoy every 
day. We can also think of those who in so 
many small ways give us courage and cheer. 

There are many extra events to look forward 
to. We recently held a well-attended Young 
People’s afternoon service (topic: Jonah and 
the Whale) and are planning a “Pets’ Service” 
on Sunday 15th November at 2.30pm. Now 
that autumn is here and the nights are drawing 
in, it might just be the perfect time to take part 
in something new, and at the time of writing I 
am exploring an autumn study course.  

Harvest  

Looking to Harvest, perhaps our sense of 
gratitude to God has grown as we have had to 
live in the present moment. In March, many of 
us were troubled that basic foodstuffs and 
necessities would become unavailable (dare I 
mention toilet rolls?), as we witnessed panic 
buying and the resultant empty shelves. (Is this 
starting to recur?) We had to set aside the 
assumption that it is possible to buy what we 
want, from wherever and whenever we want, 
from however far away and exotic. Yet thank-
fulness grew, as time passed, for those 
working to ensure our food supplies were 
available. The supermarkets increased de-
livery slots, employed additional staff, and 
altered their ways of operating. The small, 
local shops, as on Ashburton Road, were 
much supported and appreciated; vows were 
made to continue to use them post-Covid. 
Members of All Saints’ bought and delivered 
shopping to those who were shielding in the St 
Hugh’s parish. Because our fridges and 
cupboards were and are supplied, we have 
even more reason to be thankful and to 
remember to support charities such as the 
People’s Kitchen’and the Walking With project. 
I hope we have been or will be able to make a 
bumper collection of food for the Walking With 
project.  

Beverley  

As many of you know, Beverley Davies, our 
Curate, is to be ordained as Priest on Saturday 

6th October 2020 



 

Keeping In Touch October 2020  Page 2 

 

10th October at St George’s, Jesmond, and 
will be presiding at her first Eucharist on 
Sunday 11th October (09:30). Our con-
gratulations to her after an extended time of 
waiting. I am delighted to tell you that Canon 
Peter Dobson, who was Vicar at St Peter’s 
Church, Monkseaton, where Beverley pre-
viously worshipped, has accepted the in-
vitation to preach to mark the start of 
Beverley’s priestly ministry. Beverley’s skills 
have been deployed in many ways, and she 
has learnt much over the last year in her 
ministry at All Saints and St Hugh’s. We keep 
her in our prayers at such a special moment in 
her life. 

Christmas 2020 

As I write to you now, in the latter part of 
September, I am trying to explore how 
Christmas will pan out at church and in the 
communities. I am saddened at the thought 
that we may have to miss many traditional 
ways of celebrating. (Normally, one of my first 
tasks each autumn, is to liaise with schools 
about carol services that were booked long 
ago.) However, I hope that our programme, 
different though it may be (whilst still retaining 
snippets of familiar elements), will still bring 
much peace, light and hope of the season.  

The Annual Meetings 

The long-delayed 2020 Annual Meetings will 
also take place during October at All Saints’, in 
Church, following our Parish Communion. At 
the first meeting Ros Place steps down as 
warden after a very hectic three and half 
years. Being a churchwarden brings a big 
responsibility and in a time of transition and 
challenge it can be exhausting. I am 
immensely grateful for Ros’s dedication, 
creativity and energy during her time in office. 
It has been more than a full-time job, and I 
wish her well-deserved space and a true 
sense of satisfaction knowing that she has 
fulfilled the role so well.  
 The Annual Meeting at St Hugh’s Church 
will be on Sunday 24th October at 11.45am, 
immediately following the Morning Service. (In 
preparation for those meetings I note sadly 
that there has been nil response from either 
Weightwatchers or the Bridge Club. The 
Toddler groups are also still unable to meet. 
However, I am pleased to say that a new 
children’s ballet class is now using the church 
building.) 
 At St Hugh’s church, services are taking 

place every two weeks. It is worth mentioning 
that much work is necessarily going on in the 
background in order to sustain the life of the 
church. After some difficulty, we managed to 
submit a claim for Gift Aid, and I’m also 
pleased to say that Stuart Henderson was 
successful in winning a £5K grant (in the 
summer) from the council for our work in 
supporting the community! We have cut the 
grass and tried to maintain the fabric of the 
building, and are currently dealing with an 
infestation of mice!                                                                                                         
 I am also grateful to Stuart Henderson for 
keeping an eye on our finances, and to Louise 
Waugh for overseeing bookings and much 
else. Fred Carr (our treasurer at All Saints) 
prepared our accounts for 2019, and he is 
doing the same for 2020, for which I am sure 
the congregation at St Hugh’s would wish to 
express their gratitude.   

Live streaming at All Saints  

The hunt is on for a tech-savvy team to stream 
services live to Facebook under the expert 
tuition of Peter Mitchell. Peter tells me it is 
much easier than it looks. Just a couple of 
buttons to press at the start and end of each 
service, but something which makes all the 
difference to those who can’t get to church. I 
am glad we will soon have Wifi installed at All 
Saints’ which should greatly improve our 
presentations.  

Our Schools  

We must keep our school (Archbishop Runcie 
Church of England First School), the other 
schools of the parishes, and the children and 
teachers very much in our prayers as they 
progress through their first term of the year, 
not least that everyone keeps safe. 

 To conclude, I commend to you a prayer I 
heard as a child which may strengthen us as 
we head into an uncertain winter. Go forward 
in faith and hope.  

Teach us, good Lord, 
to serve you as you deserve, 
to give and not to count the cost, 
to fight and not to heed the wounds, 
to toil and not to seek for rest, 
to labour and not to ask for any reward, 
save that of knowing that we do your will. 
Amen. 

Every good wish, 

Andrew Shipton  
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News from St. Hugh’s 

Whilst we have managed to stay in 
touch with the congregation and those in 
the parish who are in need, we are 
unable to visit the residents and staff of 
Abbey Court Care Home in the parish. 
This was something that was important 
to me, as the staff and residents really 
appreciated and enjoyed the crafts and 
sing-alongs we delivered on our visits.  
 As you know, care homes are under 
tremendous pressures to care for their 
residents and staff during these ex-
tremely challenging times. The home 
went into its own lockdown with no 
visitors allowed and staff having to take 
extra measures to minimise the risk of 
infection to their own households.  
 Jesus said: “Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did 
it to me.” 
 I wanted the staff at Abbey Court to 
know that they have all been in our 
prayers during these long months of 
COVID, and that their hard work, com-
mitment and care are very much valued 
and appreciated by those with loved 
ones as residents, as well as the wider 
community.  
 With the help of Karen, Community 
Champion from Tesco at Kingston Park, we 
arranged a gift of flowers and a food hamper 
which included a variety of teas, coffees, 
individually wrapped chocolates, biscuits, 
cakes and all sorts of goodies for 
them to enjoy safely in their staff 
room whilst having a well-earned 
break.  
 Emma Dewhurst from Abbey 
Court was absolutely thrilled to 
receive these gifts, and passes on 
her thanks for our prayers and 
kindness. 

Beverley Davies 

Beverley with Emma of Abbey Court 

Karen from Tesco with Emma of Abbey Court 
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News of the People’s Kitchen 

Throughout the pandemic, the People’s 
Kitchen has continued to support people in 
need in Newcastle.  
 When the Kitchen was closed by the 
Council at the beginning of lockdown, a 
system of delivering food parcels was 
started. The packs were delivered to friends' 
homes, and also to anyone else who was 
struggling (everyone who uses the Kitchen is 
referred to as a ‘friend’). For instance, 
another charity asked for help for cancer 
sufferers who were in need. This initiative 
meant that there was a huge demand for tins 
and other items and over 85% of the stock of 
our warehouse was depleted. 
 Now, the Centre is still closed to friends, 
and the numbers of volunteers who come in 
to prepare the meals and to serve them are 
restricted. At the moment friends, or some-
one on their behalf, can collect take-away 
meals each weekday evening at 7pm, and on 
Saturdays and Sundays at 10.00am. These 
consist of a main meal with vegetarian 
option, a sweet and a goodie bag consisting 
of fruit, crisps, chocolate bars and often pies 
and pasties. A strict social distancing and 
queuing system has to be observed.’ 
 The Kitchen could not continue to support 
in this way without generous donations of 
food and toiletries. We are indebted to 
Graeme, of Ashburton News, for allowing 
non-perishable food and toiletries to be left at 
the shop ready for collection by a Kitchen 
volunteer. Please do continue to leave 
donations from Monday to Friday at 
Ashburton News, 21 Ashburton Road. 
 Thank you for your support. 
 

Marilyn Champion  

To make you smile  

The following have been culled from a number 
of Yorkshire parish magazines.  

 The sermon this morning: Jesus walks on 
the water. 

 The sermon this evening: Searching for Je-
sus. 

 Don’t let worry kill you off. Let the church 
help. 

 For those of you who have children and 
don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 

 A bean supper will be held on Tuesday 
evening. Music will follow. 

 Eight new choir robes are currently needed 
due to the addition of several new members 
and the deterioration of some older ones. 

 Yr 8s will present Shakespeare’s Hamlet in 
the church on Friday at 7pm. The congregation 
is invited to attend this tragedy. 

 Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm. Please 
use the double doors at the side. 

 Irving and Jessie were married in church on 
October 24th. So ends a friendship that began 
in their schooldays.  

 Low self esteem support group will meet on 
Thursday at 7pm. Please use the back door. 

Lesley Atkinson 

A place of peace 

Church members who have visited Wallington 
recently have commented on the beauty of the 
walled garden as shown in our picture, as well 
as the sense of peace experienced.  
 Comments also highlight how safe it feels 
as a place to visit with good social distancing at 
all times.  

Photo: Rev. Ruth Legg 
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This club has been going at least 10 years 
now, and was initiated as an outreach venture 
into the community during a programme of 
similar ventures at All Saints’. A local pub was 
persuaded to “lend” us a room, in the hope that 
it would provide us with the space to show a 
film, and at the same time we would bring in 
business to the pub. So it was possible to 
socialise with a pub meal beforehand. 
 One member would present a film with a 
suitable interest, we would have an interval to 
replenish our drinks if necessary, and time was 
left after viewing to discuss the moral issues 
raised by the film from a Christian perspective.  
This was all dependent on capable people 
managing the projection of a DVD! 
 Occasionally we reverted to the upper room 
in the All Saints’ Centre, and someone would 
go for fast food. Again, quite a bit of work and 
organisation needed.  We always end the 
evening by saying The Grace. 
 I have caught up with quite a few films over 
the years which I had missed in the cinema, 
and I have always enjoyed the evening, 
recently at the Duke of Wellington, with its 
comfortable room and spacious car park . 
 Since March 2020, due to Covid-19, we 
have adapted to meeting on Zoom, watching 
films available on BBC I-player in the weeks 
before the club date, then using Zoom on the 
traditional date of one evening a month, to 
have someone “present“ the film, and 
then have a discussion for the duration 
of the Zoom, usually 40 minutes, with 
your own beverage if you like. 
 For me, Zoom has been wonderful tool 
since lockdown, allowing me to keep up with 
folk in at least six different areas of my life, so I 
am grateful for it and encourage anyone to 
give it and the film club a go! 

Valerie Farthing 

 All Saints’ Film Club  

 or  

Zoom in with us! 

Whatever the weather 

The weather forecasts we see daily on our TV 
screens can seem rather technical and require 
meteorological knowledge to understand. I 
was amused to see a much simpler and easier 
to understand method when I stayed at the 
Holiday Fellowship house at Malham in 
Yorkshire recently and read the text alongside 
the stone hanging on a string outside the boot 
room. 

Ruth Birnie 
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 Can you  identify these gates and gatehouses? 

Pictures by Keith Kennils. Answers will appear in the next Keeping in Touch. 
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Hello from Bowmont House! 

Here I am after three years, well settled into 
my surroundings. I have a comfortable flat 
with a pleasant view from my window, and 
have struck up friendships with several of 
the other residents. 
 There used to be a wide range of 
activities to take part in—social get-
togethers, quizzes, church services, film 
nights, afternoon teas and so on—and of 
course a welcome stream of visitors—but of 
course this all stopped at the beginning of 
the pandemic. Things are beginning to start 
up again now, however, and we hope there 
won’t be further restrictions. 
 One of the things I miss most, apart 
from not seeing my son James who lives in 
Sweden, is not attending the usual services 
at All Saints’, and the Tuesday afternoon 
teas which were the highlight of my week!  
 Without a computer I am unable to 
access social media and join in with the 
Zoom parish breakfasts and weekly 
meetings on a Tuesday morning (although I 
have on a couple of occasions when 
someone has come along with a laptop and 
worked out the intricacies of the wifi system 
here, which is not always easy!), but I 
always have my phone handy and love to 
chat to friends who so kindly ring me. 
 I do think of you all of the time and hope 
that it’s not too long before we can meet up 
again. 
 With very best wishes, and God bless 
you all, 

Marjorie Forster 

 

 

It is lovely to hear from you, Marjorie, and 
we do miss seeing you at the front of 
Church! Look after yourself. 

 Bowmont House is in Newcastle Great 
Park, and a short bus ride on the Q3 from 
Gosforth High Street. Visits are not 
permitted at present but if anyone would 
like to drop Margaret a line. Her address is 
Flat 22, Bowmont House, Wagonway Drive, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE13 9BL  

Sunday services at All Saints’ 

8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion 

6.30 p.m.  Evening Prayer  

Sunday 1st November: All Saints’ Day. 

All Souls services for those who lost loved 
ones during the past year will be at 4.00 p.m. 
and 6.30 p.m.  

Monday 2nd November: All Souls’ Day 

All  Souls service to remember loved ones 
from previous years at 7.00 p.m 

 

Sunday services at St. Hugh’s 

11th October, 25th October, 8th November: 

11.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
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Answers to  last month’s picture quiz 

Guyzance Avenue Shops from 
Harbottle Avenue 

Looking to Kenton Road 
from Carrfield Road 

Carrfield Road 

Laneborough Court 
through the trees 

Coxlodge 
Community Centre 

Rothbury Avenue                Rothbury Avenue             Regent Farm Road              Princes Meadow 

Rear of Coxlodge 
Community Centre 

Northumbria Wildlife 
Trust headquarters 

From the editors 

We hope you have enjoyed reading this edition 
of Keeping in Touch. Its purpose is in the title—
to try and help us all to connect with each other 
during these strange times when many of us 
are still hesitant about venturing out, or our 
normal social activities are curtailed. 
 Please do contact us and let us know how 
you are finding things—what are you doing, 
what new skills or hobbies are you cultivating, 
how are you keeping in touch with others? 
 As pupils and students start going back to 
school or university, how are you finding the 
new experience? 
 What is the world of work like now? How 
has it changed for you? 
 Please do write in and tell us about any of 
these things—or indeed any contributions you 
think would be of interest. As soon as we have 
enough to publish we will put out a further 
edition. 
 You can hand contributions to any of the 
editors, or email to: 

allsaintsintouch@outlook.co.uk 

 We look forward to hearing from you. 

Lesley Atkinson, Dermot Killingley, 

Christine Willoughby 

Funerals 

The following funerals have taken place during 
lockdown: 
19th February Dorothy Logan 
28th February  Margaret Readman 
27th March Alan William Job 
14th April Anne Thom 
27th April Roy Leonard Dormer 
14th May Andrew Neville Laidler 
18th May Elizabeth Mary Hierons 
3rd June Jean Elizabeth Stout 
9th June  Dorothy Kendra 
1st July John Michael Walder 
8th July Frederick Alan Crabtree 
24th July Janet Elvin 
6th August Chares Eric Parkinnen  
17th August  Dawn Karen Cage 
1st October Marjorie Hall  
 
Burial of Ashes:  
3rd August  Gerlinde Atkinson 
1st October David Hinchliffe  

Church contacts 

Vicar:     Andrew Shipton 2845540 
 andrew.shipton@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk  
Assistant Curate:    Beverley Davies 
 07989145610  
 bev.davies@allsaints- gosforth.org.uk  
Assistant Priest:    Ruth Birnie 2841393 
 ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk  
Youth Worker:     Jamie Donaldson 

contact via Parish Office 
Parish Office:    West Avenue, Gosforth, 

NE3 4ES 


