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Dear Friends, 

 

So much happen to our country this past week. We have witnesses the volatility of the Stock Market, 

panic in supermarkets as food disappeared from shelves because many stockpiled, schools, pubs, cafes 

and shops have shut down, and our streets have become quiet with millions self-isolating to prevent 

infection. Now we know we must all stay indoors to prevent the infection spreading. 

 

Millions of people also find they have no work and some face financial ruin although the government 

will do all it can to help.    

 

One of the things we fear the most of all is chaos, we fear of losing control. At a time like this - facing 

such uncertainty- we can feel helpless and negative emotions are so easily amplified when we are on 

our own.   Surprising thoughts can come into our minds in dark moments. This week I have been asked 

is the coronavirus God’s punishment on us?  

 

I believe that God is much more graceful than we are, and that His presence in the world challenges us 

to hopeful action and not panic. 

 

I believe God is at work seeking healing and wholeness, inspiring doctors, researchers, nurses and other 

health care givers,  and that  his inspiration and spirt is  seen in their self-giving and devotion. 

  

I also believe God’s action in the world challenges us to be thoughtful, to be responsible and creative in 

the circumstances we now face.  

 

We are told we can make a difference, if, for example if we keep our distance, stay in, and take extra 

care. God is on our side, it is a struggle but we will overcome. 

 

I think we are discovering at this time that we live in an interdependent world.  Over the past week we 

have become aware that there are really no isolated people or nations. We are all part of one 

community. Our joys and sorrows are one. What happens in China affects what happens on Tyneside. 

Through this awareness, we see that selfishness is madness that we truly depend on each other, and on 

our planet and the one who sustains it.  

  

So today, wherever we are, let us be strong, and pray for the imagination and energy to be channels of 

God’s healing and restoring power. We are running a marathon, we need to pace ourselves, to look 

after each other and remember that with the Lord with us, nothing can defeat us. 

 
 

Every good wish,  

Andrew Shipton  

 



Bible Readings for Sunday 29th March  

 

Old Testament: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

New Testament: Romans 8:6-11 

Gospel:  John 11:1-5 

 

 

Today’s Gospel reading is the story of the raising of Lazarus.  

 

This is the last and greatest of the ’signs’ which John uses to illustrate Jesus’s God- given power; there is no 

greater power than to conquer death. We see Jesus as both human in his distress and divine in his power 

to overcome death. This is of course is a foretaste of Jesus’s own death and then his resurrection. So we 

are being prepared to see that Jesus’s story does not end on Good Friday but is fulfilled on Easer Sunday. 

 

Just now we are going through a period of difficulty with a radical change to the way we experience society 

and we are also developing new ways of being together while apart. I have been impressed by the increase 

in communications that are going on with family, friends and neighbours as we look out for each other and 

seek ways of helping those who are in difficulty.  

 

So just as Mary and Martha experienced a strengthening of their faith when their brother Lazarus was 

raised, and our church found its life through Easter, so our society may find new strength and become 

more aware of each other’s needs.   

 

 I pray that you remain safe and spiritually nourished. 

 

Vic Spong 

 

We pray for: 

 our church and society as we adjust to the threat of the coronavirus. 

 those fighting the virus and putting themselves at risk. 

 those trying to maintain the fabric of our society by providing essential services. 

 those who are ill and anxious about treatment. 

 those adjusting to a life of isolation. 

 

 

 

Our Bishop offers the following from the service of Compline. 
 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 

weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 

sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless  

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the  

joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

 
 

Join us in Evening Prayer 
 

You can follow the order of service using the following link:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/allsaintsgosforth/videos/2562216144033213/ 

 
 



You can worship with All Saints' today by podcast To access the livecast, 

you need the Castbox app on a phone.  (Attempts to do it by PC have 

foundered so far.)  The Castbox app needs to be in "discover" mode (at the 

foot of the opening screen), select "livecast" (about a third of the way 

down the screen), then type 17903461 into the search (magnifying glass at 

the top).  Then "Peter Mitchell" should come up.  Click on that followed by "live" (top left of the 

screen) and you are on the way to connection.  The livecast is on currently 24-hours a day and will 

remain so for this week.  Plans are well underway to broadcast Morning Prayer on Sunday morning at 

0930 and Prayer Book Evening Prayer at 1830, both our standard times.  Those will both be live, so not 

accessible at other times. 

Mission of the Month 
 

Each month any plate donations from our services are given to a nominated charity but with services 

suspended this is not possible. Instead we ask members of the congregation to consider putting away 

money and later giving to: this month: Friends of Murambinda Hospital, Zimbabwe; in April: The Church 

Mission Society (CMS), supporting Tony and Katherine Paton in South East Asia, and in May to uS, a 

charity which aims to provide support and opportunities for young people with, or at risk of developing 

mental illness. 

A helpful resource for this time: 
 

Please see an self-isolation prayer booklet Together network - a resource which can be downloaded and 

printed out (and given to someone without internet access). 
 

https://togethernetwork.org.uk/uploads/shared/Prayer-booklet.pdf 
 

Resources are appearing every day. We will try to keep you up to date. Andrew 
 

 

Radio programmes 

 Prayer for the Day daily at 5.43am on Radio 4 

 Sunday Worship Sundays at 8.10am on Radio 4 

 Daily Service Monday to Friday at 9.45am on Radio 4 

 Lent Talks Wednesdays at 8.45pm on Radio 4 
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All Saints’ Mission Statement 

Working together as a church we are pursuing a vision to put All Saints’ at the heart of the wider community. Our vision is to 

be a vibrant, inclusive, compassionate and outward looking church with a sensitive and thoughtful approach to faith, where 

there is excellent pastoral care and encouragement for all and where diversity is welcomed and our worship inspires us to 

transform the world. 


