
 

 

Sunday Services 27th September 2020 

 

  8.00 am  Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  

 

 9.30 am  Parish Communion (Live streamed to Facebook see below for link) 

 

            6.30 pm  Evening Prayer (A/A)  

 

https://facebook.com/allsaintsgosforth  

  

   

Readings  Old Testament: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32   

 New Testament: Philippians 2:1-13     

                                  Gospel:  Matthew 21:23-32    
  

Thought for Today 
 

As you know, in a few week’s time I am to be ordained Priest.  This is after many years of discernment both 
from me and the diocese to see if this is the right path for me.  I have been your Curate here for a year now 
and Andrew and you all, have also played a vital role in this decision that the Bishop will make on the 10th 
October.  I cannot imagine, having the skills, knowledge, or even the audacity, to turn up at a church 
without any of this and simply getting in the pulpit and talking to you about God.  Firstly – you would be 
asking – who on earth is she, secondly, who gave her permission to do any of this and thirdly, just who 
does she think she is trying to teach us when she isn’t even trained! 
 

This is what the leaders are concerned about.  A one man bandit – preaching and teaching without any 
grounded learning.  
 

So when they question Jesus, he turns the question back at them.  He asks them a question that they were 
too afraid to answer publicly because it would undermine their objective.  
 

If Jesus is talking about authority here what does he mean and what is true authority?  We might hear our 
gospel passage today and think the answer to the question is so obvious we must look again to see if there 
is something we may have missed. 
 

Perhaps Jesus challenges us to think about our idea of authority?  Nobody likes being told what to do. 
 

Every day, in small ways, God authorises us to enter into his vineyard, his kingdom, to act with his authority 
and on his behalf using the gifts he has given each of us.  God also offers this freely, it isn’t forced upon us, 
we are given the choice, are we going to turn and act, or just stay stagnant and go through the motions?  

 

Bev Davies  



Keeping safe in church  
 

Face coverings - we are now required to wear face coverings in enclosed public spaces and places of 

worship.  Relevant guidance on face coverings is available on GOV.UK  

All Saints – what you need to know:- 

https://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth/covid19-risk-assessment 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Thursday 1st October 9.45am The funeral of Marjorie Hall at West Road Crematorium  
    12 noon The burial of Ashes David Hinchliffe 
    5.00pm Wedding Rehearsal  

Saturday 3rd October Wedding at 1.30pm, Christopher Waites Hanford & Gillian Claire Hardie 

Sunday 4th October    Harvest Service 9.30am  

Saturday 10th October          Beverley’s ordination at St George’s Jesmond (see below under ‘News’) 

Sunday   11th October Beverley’s first Eucharist at 9.30am 
 

‘Zooms’  
Sundays - Parish Breakfast – from 11am - please try and come along online - it will be lovely to see you.  
(The idea is that we can get a cup of coffee or tea and sit around the lap top for a ‘virtual’ get together.) 
Please email ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk  
Tuesdays @ 11am - Coffee morning hosted by Andrew Shipton at andrew.shipton@allsaints-
gosforth.org.uk.  

Fridays @ 11am - Just Sing – be there or be square! Why not show up on Friday and give it a try? I'm 
sure you'll think it's 35 minutes well spent! (Don’t just take my word for it, please ask around.)  
Please contact dianalavin@hotmail.co.uk   
 

 

News 
 

Beverley Davies - as you’ll have noted in ‘Upcoming events’, on Sat October 10th it is Beverley’s 
ordination. Unfortunately, due to current restrictions, C of E guidelines and the ordination of another Curate, 
attendance is strictly limited to 30 in total (to include Bishop Christine/staff/Incumbents/Curates & guests). 
On Sun October 11th Beverley will be presiding at her first Eucharist (09:30). We are delighted that Canon 
Peter Dobson has accepted the invitation to preach to mark the start of Beverley’s priestly ministry.  If you 
wish to come to support and celebrate with Beverley please contact the parish office to enable seating to 
be allocated as necessary.   We will be able to wish Beverley well with a gift from the parish. Any 
contributions should be posted through the Parish Office door clearly labelled “Beverley’s ordination gift”. 

 
 

2020 The Annual meeting of Parishioners and Annual Parochial Church Meeting:  

 This year’s APCM, (deferred from April due to lockdown) will take place on Sunday October 18th 
immediately after the 9.30am Service  The meetings will be as short as possible but you will need to 
book a place to attend in person, to ensure that we can continue to observe all COVID safety 
guidelines. 

 Alternatively, we are planning to Zoom the meeting.  

 At the Annual Meeting of Parishioners we will elect a new churchwarden.  

 The APCM will consider the reports and accounts for 2019 that were published just before 
lockdown. Copies are available from the church on a Sunday, online at  
https://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth/annual-report or can be emailed to you. 

 If you can’t attend the meeting but would like to submit a comment or question about the reports 
and accounts in advance, please contact post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

 The meeting will also consider nominations to the PCC (5 vacancies) and to Deanery Synod (4 
vacancies). Please consider if you could offer to serve All Saints in this way. 

 The Electoral Roll. Any baptised adults (16 years or over) who live in the parish, or those who have 
worshipped regularly at All Saints for at least six months and are committed to being part of the life 
of the local Church of England congregation are able to join the Electoral Roll. 
 



 

 Why Join? Enrolment is a way of saying “I belong”. It is an act of commitment to All Saints and the 
church as a whole. It opens the way for a greater involvement in the life of the church at every level.   
The electoral roll is available at the back of church today.  However if you do wish to check that you 
are included please do ask a member of the clergy.  If you wish to be added to the electoral roll, 
please contact the parish office and return to the parish Office by Monday 5th October 

 For any further information, to receive a copy of the reports or for nomination papers please contact 
post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday for this week to Lily McCabe, Joseph Hudspith. William Paul and Daniel Lewis-Smith 
all of whom share the 27th September as their special day  

 
Ideas for Christmas: 
 
A zoom Christmas cooking demonstration with a festive recipe. Any volunteers?  
A zoom mulled wine and mince pie party with a Christmas sing along. 
A zoom Christmas themed Quiz 
A zoom Christmas decoration/wreath activity session?  
 
Any more? Please email the clergy!   
 

 
Young Saints. There will be activities for children alongside the 9.30am service.  
 

Weddings can once more take place in church.  The maximum number of people allowed to attend is now 

15. Organ music is permitted but we have been advised against any congregational singing.  
 

Funerals can now take place in church. The maximum number of people allowed to attend is 30. If you 
wish to make funeral arrangements, or if you wish to discuss arranging a memorial for a loved one whose 
funeral took place during lockdown, please contact the clergy.  
 

Baptisms  We are holding baptisms but with limited numbers. If you would like to know more, please email    
the office at post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk, 

 
 

Please see our new All Saints Magazine called ‘Keeping in Touch’ 
 

https://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth/in-touch-magazine 
 

You will see it’s less formal than ‘In Touch’ and will be more frequent depending on contributions. To send 
in an article of no more than 400-500 words please email to Allsaintsintouch@outlook.com or pass to: 
Christine Willoughby, Dermot Killingley or Lesley Atkinson. 

 
 

Prayer and Worship 
 

Our Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 4th October at 9.30am. Please note that this 

livestreamed service will not be a Eucharist but a Service of readings, music and pictures, to 

give thanks for all that we have been given and all we enjoy. Please bring donations of food 

to church which will be taken to the ‘Walking With Project’ in Wallsend which cares for refugees. 

 
For those who love the songs and prayers of the Taizé Community in France they will be live 

streaming prayers every evening at 7.30pm our time, so do join them at:  www.facebook.com/pg/taize 

 
 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the 
Church of England at the end of a free-to-use telephone line. The line – which is available 24 hours a day 
on 0800 804 8044 –. Please let people know who might benefit – especially those who are not online. 

 
Dial a Service We have introduced 'dial a service' feature where any member of the congregation who 

can’t attend church can simply dial a telephone number and listen to a service in full.  The cost is the 

normal charge for your line.  The number is 0191 338 8867.    



Donations 
 

Donating to All Saints.   We are keeping a very close eye on the cost of running All Saints and have cut 

back on much spending, to minimise the impact on the budget set for the year.   A very big thank you to all 

Planned Givers, who donate on a regular basis online.  If you would like to join the scheme, please go to 

https://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth/stewardship.   

If you normally give to the church via the collection plate, you can make a one-off donation in the same 
place.   All contributions are very gratefully received since we have lost several of our regular income 
streams owing to the cancellation of weddings and the closure of the Parish Centre.    
 

The ‘Good Plate’ is at the back of church. If you have a debit or credit card it is possible to give a donation 
(it is set for £5 a tap). 

 
Mission of the Month. Each month any plate donations from our services are given to a nominated 
charity. We ask members of the congregation to consider putting away money and later giving to the 
Northumbria Deaf Church, based at St Andrew’s Church, Newgate Street, supporting services for deaf 
people in Northumbria and Durham by providing Lay Pastoral Assistants fluent in sign language   

 

Support  
(Our response to Covid 19) 
 

How can I help? How can I get help? 

If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19, we can help with picking up shopping, posting mail, a friendly 

phone call or urgent supplies. Just call and we will do our best to help you 2.00 – 4.00pm on: 
 

Monday:    0191 284 1393  

Tuesday and Wednesday:   07989 145610  

Thursday and Friday:    0191 2845540  
 

NB If you just wish to speak to one of the church staff, please see the contact details at the end of this mail  

 
 

The People’s Kitchen is in need of toiletries and non- perishable foods. All donations would be most 
welcome. Graeme at Ashburton News, 21 Ashburton Road has very kindly offered to be the drop off point 
where these can be left.  Donations can be made from Monday to Friday.    
Donations of the following would be particularly welcome:    

• Tinned meats  

• Tinned pies   

• Jars of sauces and stir fry sauces  

• Tinned potatoes   

These essentials are necessary for making up food parcels and are very gratefully received by all.  

 
 

 

Contact Us 
 

Vicar Andrew Shipton 284 5540 andrew.shipton@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Assistant Curate Beverley Davies 07989 145610 bev.davies@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Assistant Priest Ruth Birnie 284 1393 ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Hon Assistant Priest Rebecca Watts 285 9840 rebecca.watts@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Youth & Children’s 
Worker 

Jamie Donaldson  Jamie.donaldson@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Churchwarden Paul Wilkinson 236 8070 paul.wilkinson@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Churchwarden Rosamund Place 285 7244 ros.place@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Treasurer Fred Carr 01661 825863 fred.carr@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Safeguarding Officer Kath Davies 07880 618911 kath.davies@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Parish Administrator Louise Waugh 213 0450 
post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
The Parish Office is open Monday to Friday 9.30am – 
12.30pm. Please observe Social distancing. 

 

Thank you for looking at our news today. 
 

If you have a minute to tell us what you think, please email the parish office, post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

 



ALL SAINTS CHURCH GOSFORTH: AMNESTY LETTER SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Muhammad Idris Khattak is a human rights defender who was forcibly captured by men 

in plain clothes in November 2019.  His family had no knowledge of his whereabouts until 

June 2020 when the authorities admitted that he is in state custody.  They said that he 

will be charged under the 1923 Official Secrets Act and, if found guilty, could face up to 14 

years in prison or even the death penalty.  Idris, an independent researcher, has formerly 

been a consultant for Amnesty International and other NGOs, and has documented 

human rights violations faced by people in Khyber Pakhunkhwa and the former Federally 

Administered Tribal Areas in Pakistan.  He is diabetic and requires daily medication.  The 

conditions of his imprisonment are unknown and it is not known whether he is at risk of 

torture or imprisonment. 

 

SPECIMEN LETTER (Please feel free to put into your own words, just a UK stamp needed) 

 

His Excellency Mr Mohammad Nafees Zakaria 

Pakistan High Commission 

35-36 Lowndes Square 

London SW1X 9JN 

 

Your Excellency 

 

Muhammad Idris Khattak 

 

I am writing to you to express my concern at the disappearance of Muhammad Idris 

Khattak, who was captured by men in plain clothes on 13th November 2019.  His family had 

no news of him until the authorities admitted in June 2020 that he is in state custody and 

said that he will be charged under the 1923 Official Secrets Act which provides for up to 14 

years in prison and even the death penalty.  Idris has documented human rights violations 

faced by people in Khyber Paktunkhwa and the former Federally Administered Tribal Areas 

in Pakistan. 

 

I urge you to tell his family where he is and to release him immediately unless there is 

credible evidence that he has committed an internationally recognised crime.  If this is the 

case, he should be remanded by an independent court and receive a fair trial.  In the 

meantime, please will you ensure that he is held in humane conditions and that he receives 

the daily medication needed for his diabetes. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 
 


