
ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, GOSFORTH 
‘The Community of All Saints’: living, thoughtful, caring faith’ 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 6th September 2021 at 7.30 PM 
In the Church  

 
PRESENT:  Revd. Canon Andrew Shipton (chair), Revd Bev Davies, Paul Wilkinson, Christine 
Willoughby, Ros Place,  Pam Taylor,  Felicity Shoesmith,  Diana Lavin, Fred Carr, Margaret 
Patterson, Edith Davison, Revd. Ruth Birnie, Peter Brown, Kath Davies, Claudia Newbegin, Katie 
Hogg, Diane Kirkup, Karen Parkhouse, Nick Glover (secretary). 

    
2021-06-01 Opening Prayer and Welcome:  Welcome and opening prayer by Andrew. 
 
2021-06-02 Apologies for Absence:  Apologies were received from  Ethel Randall, Alison Wilson., Lesley `` 
  Ogilvie, Dorothy Henderson, Marian Cave.  
 
2021-06-03 Minutes of the Meeting, 12th July 
    Two minor errors corrected, items 8 and 12. Acceptance of the minutes then proposed by Peter  
  Brown, seconded Edith Davison; all agreed.   
  Matters Arising: 
   Item 3, point 5; the committee format is being pursued and when clear, this will be returned to at a  
  future PCC meeting. 
   Item 4:  final paragraph, the “agreed procedure” has not been followed up. This must be done and  
  needs to be returned to at the next PCC meeting. 
   Item 6:  Andrew reported that the vote was deadlocked and the matter is to go back to a full  
  Governors meeting.  
   Item 7:  no developments or clarification have taken place.  
   Item 10:  a dishwasher has been ordered but delivery is badly delayed.  
 
  MAIN ITEMS 
 
2021-06-04 Budget Review 
    Fred spoke to his budget forecast paper. He anticipates a shortfall of about £12.4k which will be  
  partially offset by gains from investments of nearly £5k. Whilst the Gloria Smith Youth fund is  
  flourishing, the General fund continues to decline which raises great concerns about whether this  
  situation is sustainable.  
    Diane Kirkup asked whether donors to the Gloria Smith fund could be approached to consider  
  transferring their donations from one fund to the other. Katie Hogg agreed, believing that people  
  would appreciate the seriousness of the situation.  
     Fred was reluctant to do this, believing that it risked causing people to withdraw their giving to the  
  Gloria Smith Fund..  
 
2021-06-05 Renewal and Funding Group 
    Christine Willoughby reported on the first meeting of this group. Discussions were based on the  
  need to reassess where we are going after the events of the last 18 months.  
    They identified various key themes: 
  Worship: how are we to attract and retain newcomers? 
  Volunteers:  how do we involve more members of the congregation in the active life of the church,  
  in various roles? 
  Publicity:  how do we work to raise our profile in the wider community? 
  Funding: a key theme but one that should follow on from the above; we need to inspire people to  
  contribute financially to the life of the Church. 
    Diana Lavin asked about minutes or notes from the meeting, as feedback. Christine agreed that  
  this should be possible. . 
 
2021-06-06 Handlebards Review 
    Ros Place spoke briefly to the review paper circulated. It was generally agreed to have been a  
  significant success and acted as a very positive outreach event.  
 
2021-06-07 Covid Assessment for Church and Centre.  
    Andrew noted that whereas before we were working to government regulations, it is now the  
  responsibility of the PCC to set the regulations. Procedures have been adopted; mask wearing in  
  Church can vary through the service, depending on activity. In the Centre, all groups that are  



  returning must carry out a self-assessment. Any social events are expected to adopt due care.  
  The picture is still evolving and must be watched with care. Claudia Newbegin proposed, Christine  
  Willoughby seconded that we approve the steps that are being taken.  All agreed. 
 
2021-06-08 Programme for the Autumn 
    Andrew reported that a busy programme is forming. There is a series of autumn recitals, there is  
  a good list of baptisms and weddings, there are study groups starting, and local schools have  
  harvest festival services planned in the church.  
    The Christmas period is being looked at and will be busy as usual.  
 
2021-06-09 St Hugh’s 
    Reported that the church has successfully been used as a vaccination centre.  
    Different groups are now restarting on various days, which is valuable as income generation.  
    Gratitude was again expressed to Stuart Henderson for the effort and hard work he has put in,  
  with financial matters in particular.  
 
2021-06-10 Appointment of a Youth Worker 
    Reported that Jamie Donaldson had completed his work with us and left on good terms.  
   The Youth Committee is to meet to discuss the appointment and to reassess the job description.  
    In the meantime we shall be seeking help by means of the appointment of sessional workers.  
 
2021-06-11 Calvary Cross Reinstatement Update 
    The insurance assessor wants the conservator, Graciela Ainsworth to visit the Church, and will  
  pay expenses, so this is in hand. He also wants a second quote, using local sculptor, Tom Maley;  
  there is reluctance to use him as there is no evidence that he has any relevant experience and will  
  not be acceptable to the DAC. He may be invited to submit his CV and any evidence of suitability.  
  It may then be possible to get the approval of the DAC in advance of getting a quote.  
    Andrew emphasised that when this is complete, the formal reinstatement must be made into a  
  high profile event. 
 
2021-06-12 Live Streaming and a New Website 
      Ros Place reported that there have been problems with the live streaming hardware and that  
   there was therefore no streaming at the confirmation service on Sunday. Dealing with these  
  problems is in hand.  
    Great appreciation of all of Ros’ hard work on this matter was expressed.  
 
    Agreed the website urgently needs improvement, so much so that significant expenditure on any  
  work could be justified.  
    We must look to see improvements by November.  
 
  STANDING ITEMS 
 
2021-06-13 Finance 
    Fred had no more to add to item 4. 
 
2021-06-14 Fabric 
    Paul Wilkinson reported on ongoing works. 
    The Centre fire door has been replaced. Cabling for the dishwasher in the kitchen.  
    A new part is awaited for the west end lighting to function properly.  
    Other maintenance tasks completed which included a gardening morning that had been run.  
 
2021-06-15 Update Reports 
  i) Standing Committee:  Diane Kirkup queried Item 10. Explained that this referred to contractual  
  details that had to be resolved with John Lewis.  
  Item 7:  reported that this could include not only choirs but other music groups who could use the  
  Green as an outdoor performance and practice area and so raise its profile generally.  
  Diana Lavin reported that she hopes she is making progress with the “farmer’s market” idea.  
  ii)  Safeguarding and Access:  Kath Davies reported again on the dashboard system which she  
  described as a tickbox method to ensure that all relevant information has been collected and is  
  available. It can be a lengthy and cumbersome process but she is pleased to have been told that  
  we have moved to Level 2 of the system. 
  iii) Health and Safety:  noted that our defibrillator had been put to valuable use.  
  iv)  Deanery Synod:  no meetings taken place.  
 
 



2021-06-16 Administrative Business 
  i) Correspondence:: noted that a Diocesan survey had to be completed. Secretary needs to  
  pursue.  
    Letter from the Churchwardens suggesting the purchase of new noticeboards, present one are  
  very shabby. Agreed that this should be further investigated though Diana Lavin suggested that we  
  should be looking at modern systems, in particular electronic noticeboards.  
  ii)  Alterations to the Electoral Roll:  no applications received.  
  iii)  Late Items:  Diana Lavin raised the issue of the need for greater transparency and 
   communication across All Saints’. She sees a need for greater clarity and feedback about what is  
  taking place, for example which groups and sub-committees are actually meeting and could their  
  minutes actually be circulated.  
  iv)  Date of Next Meeting:  October, an open PCC on Sunday 17th. 
                                            Next full PCC  Tuesday 16th November at 7.30pm. 
 
2021-06-17 Closing Prayers 
   Andrew closed the meeting with a prayer and the Grace.  
   
   

   

   


