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Who’s who: 

All Saints’ Church, West Avenue, Gosforth, NE3 4ES 

Vicar:  Andrew Shipton (on sabbatical) 
  33 Brackenfield Road, Gosforth 
   Phone:  (0191) 284 5540 
   Email:  Andrew.shipton@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Acting Curate in charge: Sarah Moon 
    Phone:        (0191) 268 1108  mobile: 07703268450 
    Email:         sarah.moon@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk  
    Usual day off:      Friday 

Associate Priest:  Ruth Birnie 
  27 Delaval Terrace, Gosforth 
   Phone:  (0191) 284 1393 
   Email:  ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
   Usual day off: Wednesday  

Family, Children  and Youth Co-ordinator: 
  Andrew Mason 
   Phone:  07577 462325 
   Email:  andrewpmason@outlook.com 

Church office: Louise Waugh,  All Saints’ Parish Office, 
  West Avenue, Gosforth, NE3 4ES 
   Phone:  (0191)  213 0450 
   Email:  post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Church Centre Caretaker: Tricia Maylia 
   Phone:  07922 920058  
   Usual days off: Wednesday and Sunday 

Website:  www.allsaints-gosforth.org.uk/ 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/allsaintsgosforth 
Twitter:  @AllSaintsGsfth 

In Touch editorial team: Lesley Atkinson, Dermot Killingley,  Stuart Rayner, 
Christine Willoughby 

 

Deadline for submission of articles and/or photographs for the August/ 
September issue is Sunday 14 July 2019. Everyone is welcome to submit articles 
of around 300–500 words. Articles can be emailed to:  
allsaintsintouch@outlook.com or given to one of the editorial team. 

DISCLAIMER: the opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those of the Church of England or All Saints’ Church. 
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Prayer corner 
 

Prayers “on the move” 

 
As the theme of this month’s magazine is ‘on the move’, it seems 
appropriate to have a prayer from the Prayers on the Move project, 
which you might have seen advertised on public transport as part of a 
project by SPCK (Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge). The 
following is just one of the prayers: 
 

As I look at all the different people around me today, help 
me to remember that we all count; we are all valuable in our 
own way—including me. 

 
You can find more Prayers on the Move on the SPCK website or 
at #prayersonthemove 

  

 

If you have a prayer you would like to share with In Touch 

readers, please email it to: allsaintsintouch@outlook.com 

Cover photograph 

Our cover photo, taken by Vic Spong, shows two of All Saints’ ten bells 
loaded on a lorry, ready for their journey to Loughborough for repair. 
See pages 14-16 for more about the bell repair project. 



June/July 2019 5  

 

Sarah Moon 
 ...on secondment 
Pentecost 

I 
 spent part of my childhood in the Lancashire town of Rochdale. 
When we lived there, the tradition of Whit walks was beginning 
to fade, but Whitsuntide, or Pentecost, was still an exciting time; 

my sister and I still got new summer dresses, and we knew it was im-
portant in the life of the Church. 
 As a small child I was always a little disappointed at the lack of 
flames on people’s heads; wind (coming straight off the moors) was in 
plentiful supply, however! I suppose we now don’t expect to encounter 
the Holy Spirit in quite such a visible and concrete way, but hopefully, 
like Wesley, we might still occasionally feel our hearts being strangely 
warmed. 
 What we call Pentecost has its basis in the Jewish Festival of Shavuot, 
a harvest festival offering, linked to Passover. In the New Testament it is 
also sometimes referred to as the Festival of Weeks, occurring as it does 
seven weeks after Passover. As Judaism developed after the destruction 
of the Temple, it also became the time when Jewish people marked the 
giving of the Torah at Sinai. For Christians, we remember the coming of 
the Holy Spirit on the Disciples, emboldening them to preach the Good 
News far and wide. 
 It is a time when we can reaffirm our place as people of God, 
proclaiming the Gospel and living out the Good News. This proclamation 
is the task of the whole people of God, a task entrusted to us all at our 
Baptism. So our challenge this Pentecost could be to notice where we 
have the sparks of the Spirit moving, to nurture the embers and fan the 
flames. For each of us it might be different: it might be in our own prayer 
lives, in the tasks we do for the community here at All Saints’, it might be 
in our witness at work, or among our friends. It might be inviting a friend 
to a social event, or offering to pray for someone who is ill. No one is too 
old or too young to play the part God has for us in the building of the 
Kingdom. The Holy Spirit is present at each Baptism, and onward in all 
parts of our lives. 
 Thinking again of the churches I knew as a child, there might not have 
been tongues of fire resting on the people, but I am sure I caught a 
glimpse of the spark of God’s love in the eyes of the people who first 
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taught me about Jesus. Let us resolve to nurture that spark when we see 
it, to celebrate the joy we find in Christ, and who knows what wondrous 
things lie before us. 
   

SarahSarahSarahSarah    

From the 

Youth Worker 

I 
 once got a phone call. I know… people actually 
want to talk to me! But this was on my landline. 
To be honest, I didn’t need a landline as I had a 

mobile phone, but it came with the internet connection. The only 
people who ever called in on this phone were my parents. And so, on 
this fateful day during the summer, I made a bit of a fool of myself. 
 I had been watching Gavin and Stacey (a really funny comedy!). This 
show has a lot of Welsh accents in it. And when the phone rang, it just so 
happened that Rob Brydon was on the screen talking in that memorable 
Welsh accent. 
 Now, when I answered the phone, I decided it would be funny to 
make my parents laugh by answering in a Welsh accent. After all, they 
say simple things please simple minds! And I have a very simple mind. 

“Alright Boyo! What’s occurring?” 
“Hi there, it’s James here from Virgin Media.” 

 Oops! It wasn’t my parents. I should probably add, at this point, that I 
have a terrible Welsh accent. For some reason, if I say more than one 
short sentence, it turns into an Indian accent.  
 Anyway, back to the phone call. Suddenly I had a choice to make. 
There was the sensible choice of reverting to my normal accent and 

Sarah Moon, who is in her third year of curacy at St John’s 
Church, Killingworth, is covering Andrew Shipton’s duties while 
he in on sabbatical, from the beginning of June to the end of 
August. 



June/July 2019 7  

 

hearing the judgement in the voice of my contact. But, with me being as 
simple-minded as I am, I decided to carry on with the questionable Welsh 
accent and not reveal my stupidity to this caller. 

“Alright Boyo! What’s occurring with this phone call today?” 
 And so the conversation continued. My short snappy Welsh accent. 
Lots of “Alright Boyo” and “What’s occurring,” in an attempt to keep my 
deception underway. And, amazingly, I think I was getting away with it. It 
didn’t sound like there was any suspicion in his voice and he carried on as 
if everything was normal. Excitement started to come over me as I began 
to believe I was successfully covering up my moment of madness. 
 SUDDENLY that all changed. James asked me a question which 
would require a longer answer. I would need to expand past the standard 
short snappy sentences and surely my Indian transformation would occur, 
and my ploy will be unravelled.  
 Knowing the game was up, I was forced to answer in my normal 
accent. There was a long pause at the other end of the phone, followed by 
a real sense of judgement and awkwardness in the voice of the caller. I had 
been revealed as a bit of an idiot and there was no going back. 
 John chapter 3, in the Bible, tells us that people hide in the darkness for 
fear of being exposed in the light. When we do things wrong, or something 
stupid, how often do we try to hide it away from others in an attempt to 
appear better than the person we know we really are? 
 We all do things wrong! We all have those silly moments where we 
don’t think things through. God calls us to Him in those moments. He 
knows that we aren’t perfect. He knows that we make mistakes, and He 
still loves us anyway! 
 But here’s the thing; when God says he loves us and accepts us despite 
our mistakes, do we remain in the darkness? Letting our pride separate us 
from this incredible relationship He offers us? Or, do we embrace the 
light. Let our lives become filled with something great, so that we may 
know a joy greater than all other? 
 Don’t ever be afraid to be yourself before God. He already knows the 
good and the bad you’ve done. He already knows who you are. He still 
loves you! Don’t ever let your pride be the thing keeping you back from 
God.  

Andrew Mason 
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Are You a Football Fan? 

I’m currently in the process of trying to launch a Churches Football 
Club here in Gosforth. For many at All Saints’ and Trinity Churches, 
you will remember the old Boys’ team in the Churches Together 
League. This league no longer exists, but we would love to set up an FA 
affiliated club which would be able to enter the Saturday leagues, 
offering Christian children the chance to participate in both faith and 
football alongside each other. 
 We would pray with the children before and after each match. Also, 
we would heavily emphasise the Christian morals and sportsmanship in 
our young players. 
 To create an FA affiliated club, however, there are certain roles we 
need to fill: Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and Welfare Officer. These 
roles would be great for anyone who loves football but is physically 
unable to coach or get stuck in on a pitch. If you are interested in any of 
these roles or in taking up a coaching role, please contact me on 

07577462325 or  

andrewpmason@outlook.com 

Andrew Mason 

Volunteers 

Needed! 

Please pray 

for this 

project! 
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Wedding flowers 

W 
e were delighted to 
celebrate the mar-
riage of  Sarah 

Johnson and Robert Trood on 
25th May. These photographs 
by Andrew Shipton capture 
the beautiful floral arrange-
ments in church, and offer 
stunning memories of the day. 
 Sarah’s mother Beryl was a 
regular worshipper at All Saints’ 
for many years until her death 
last year.  
 We offer Sarah and Robert 
our congratulations and very best 
wishes for their future together. 

Tricia Maylia with the spectacular outside 
arrangement… and inside 
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Introducing 
Isaac 
Wilkinson 

Christian Aid Week 
2019 

T 
he sun shone! This is always a help whilst waiting on a door-
step and wondering what sort of response you will receive 
from the other side of the door. A polite refusal, a bag of coins 

ready to drop in your bag, or an interesting discussion about the 
potential end uses of the money collected this week on behalf of 
Christian Aid. All these responses, and others, were encountered by 
the eighteen volunteers who collected house-to-house this year.  
 Many thanks go to them along with all the other volunteers who 
delivered envelopes, counted the money, and helped with banking it. The 
total counted so far is in the region of £3,500, with a few more envelopes 
yet to be counted. The grand total collected by All Saints’ is yet to be 
announced, but whatever it is, Christian Aid is very grateful to all 
volunteers whose efforts made it possible.  

Lesley Atkinson, Christian Aid Week organiser  

F 
rom September All 
Saints’ will have an 
additional member of 

staff, to be shared with St 
Hugh’s. Isaac Wilkinson will 
join us for a year as a Pas-
toral Assistant, based in St 
Hughs’ Vicarage. As well as 
offering general support to 
the Parishes, he will look at 
our use of social media in our 
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communications, and how we might expand our work throughout 
both parishes. Here Isaac introduces himself. 
 

I am currently in my final year studying Theology at Cambridge 
and am due to graduate this summer when I’ll return to the North-
East. Home is just north of Hexham with my parents and younger 
sister, and my older brother is also due to move back to Newcastle 
about the same time after spending a year working in Carlisle.  
 Much of my spare time is spent with friends, relaxing away 
from studies, both in person and via social media, and alongside 
this, I have a keen interest in reading, both fiction and non-fiction, 
and video games. I also have a guilty pleasure in sci-fi movies, and 
I think what definitely attracts me to all of these is their creativity 
and the opportunity for both challenge and escapism. At university 
I set up a Pie Society because I really enjoy baking, and it’s a 
rewarding, simple and cathartic activity that, providing the result 
isn’t disastrous, can bring people together.  
 From my mid-teenage years I have felt a calling to Christian 
ministry and, supported by friends, have explored this in different 
ways: through schools and youth work with the Zephaniah Trust, 
in our parishes with youth groups, helping lead larger diocesan 
events, and occasional preaching in church. Since going to 
university I have been a member of the college’s Chapel Clerk 
team, helping lead college services, preaching and expanding the 
chapel’s outreach and service to the college members and com-
munity. In the fullness of time I hope to go forward for ordained 
ministry, to use my love for meeting and serving people, and 
sharing in human creativity, depth and story to bring people closer 
to God.  
 The commonly held view that religious observance is in 
decline is one I would challenge. I view the church with real op-
timism, and I’m really excited at being a part of this with you at 
All Saints’ and St. Hugh’s. 
 With my love and prayers, 

Isaac 
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E 
ach month any plate donations from our services are given to 
a nominated charity agreed by the PCC, unless otherwise 
stated.  

 Gift Aid envelopes, when received from the organisations we support, 
are placed in the pews for those who feel able to increase their donations 
in this way. If there are no envelopes in your pew, please use a yellow All 
Saints’ envelope by crossing out “All Saints’” and writing the name of 
the relevant Mission of the Month in its place. 

June: Cornerstone 
Established in 1987 by local churches, Cornerstone serves the community 
of South Benwell through a variety of projects. It stands for inclusiveness, 
equality and respect, and makes no demands based on faith or religion; 
everyone is welcome. The kettle is always on, and support and practical 
help are available whenever possible. Feel free to call in! 
 For further information, contact www.cornerstonebenwell.com 

July: Mission to Seafarers  
Provides help and support to all seafarers in need around the world, day 
and night. As a Christian agency they work in more than 230 ports caring 
for the practical and spiritual welfare of seafarers of all nationalities and 
faiths. Through their global network of chaplains, staff and volunteers, 
they reach out to seafarers by visiting them on their ships, offering them 
the hand of welcome and friendship, and caring for them in their hour of 
need. In over 100 ports Mission to Seafarers runs Centres providing a 
“home away from home”, where seafarers can contact those from whom 
they have been separated for months on end, receive assistance with any 
problems and get a break from their demanding way of life on board ship. 

Donations sent out since the last In Touch:  
 February: Traidcraft Exchange £653.55 
 March: Murambinda Hospital, Zimbabwe £1,394.67 
 Many thanks for all the continued contributions you give to all the 
organisations we support. Please don’t forget to look at the Mission of the 
Month display board each month to find out more about each Mission we 
are supporting and do take away any literature supplied. The board is 
situated at the back of the church. Acknowledgements from the supported 
organisations are also displayed on the board when they are received. 

Chris Matthews, Mission Secretary  

Missions of the Month 
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Tales from 
the  Tower 

With Tower Captain Paul Cross 

T 
wo of our novice ringers have progressed to Level 2 of the As-
sociation of Ringing Teachers ringing scheme. This requires a 
higher standard of bell control and a start to method ringing. 

 Steve Rigby has always been interested in bells, and was led to All 
Saints’ through the Central Council website. Judith McLane has also had 
a long-term interest in bells through her father, and was recruited through 
a casual conversation on her way to the All Saints’ Centre for a yoga 
class.  
 Asked what they liked about their bell ringing experience, they both 
enjoy the mental and physical challenge that bell ringing provides and 
working in a team. They are now working for their Level 3, which in-
volves ringing methods. Although not members of our congregation, 
Steve and Judith are regular ringers for the Sunday services. 

Paul Cross 

Bell ringing certificates 

Photo: 
Vic Spong 
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Bells on the  
Move! 

T 
he first phase of the bell 
repair project started on 
the 28th of May. 

 Andrew Cairns, who learned 
his ringing at All Saints’, came to 
help with his son Joel on the first 
day. They got the job off to a flying 
start by removing the clappers and roller boxes from all the bells. 
 Much of the second day was taken up with moving the font cover and 
counterbalance mechanism which were attached to the access hatch. The 
font cover is fragile, being old and intricate, while the counterbalance 
mechanism had seized up, so the operation was more complex than ex-
pected. Only after these had been successfully landed in the baptistery 
could we go on to remove the two bells that needed factory repair.  
 The bells were in turn lifted from their frames and manoeuvred past 
the largest bell. They were then lowered down a hatch in the floor of the 
bell chamber to the ringing room. From there they passed through another 
hatch in the ringing chamber floor—the ceiling of the baptistery—and 
slowly down the tower to rest alongside the font. Before the two hatches 
were opened Steve, the bell hanger, took pains to vacuum out the top of 
the hatches before they were moved, so avoiding the expecting funnel of 
dust coming down. 
 The bells, clappers and roller boxes have now been taken to the Taylor 
foundry in Loughborough for renovation and will then be returned. 
During this time the bells will be silent for the first time since the last 
major works in 1962. 
 The cost of the project has been met by many generous individual 
donations together with grants from charitable trusts such as Garfield 
Weston and Catherine Cookson, and from the Durham and Newcastle Bell 
Repair Fund. 

Vic Spong  

The font cover is moved to one side 



June/July 2019 15  

 

Lowering the bells 

Pictures: Vic Spong 

More bell pictures overleaf 
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Resting prior to loading onto the lorry 

The bells and their 
wheels—each wheel 
in two pieces—in 
the baptistery 

Ready for the road 
to Loughborough 
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T 
he groups followed a study guide considering aspects of age-
old Christian reflection. We debated Good and Evil; God’s 
Glory; Sin, Suffering and Hope; Relationship and Recon-

ciliation; and concluded with Love and Sacrifice.  
 During our first meeting, about “Good and Evil”, we thought that 
most human beings are equipped with a conscience and capable of being 
outraged by cruelty, wickedness and injustice. This helps us to try to 
increase the sum of goodness in the world. For Christians, this involves 
strengthening our faith and seeing how we, as a church, can appreciate 
and support people who sacrifice themselves to care for others. We felt 
that recognizing and resisting temptation is a struggle, but that Christ is 
with us in such moments. Christ resisted temptation and recognized His 
own frailty; we can exercise our free will by following His example. Even 
in our weakness, God continues to call us, love us and bless us. 
 The second topic, “God’s Glory”, addressed moments when we felt 
God had caught our attention. Places where, either in a profound, dra-
matic way, or in a moment of quiet affirmation, a sense of presence had 
been experienced. Asked “When do you see God shining from the light of 
others?”, we answered: in courage, compassion, generosity, charity, self-
lessness. We discussed R. S. Thomas’ poem “The Chapel”—and took 
away from it the recurring theme throughout this section: God shining out 
from the lives of others. 
 Moving on to consider the nature of “Sin, Suffering and Hope”, we 
examined Milton’s account in his epic poem “Paradise Lost” about the 
broken relationship between human beings and the loving creator God. 
The focus of the discussion was the constant pulse of hope. God has a 
plan for us and looks for our spiritual flourishing within the Creation. 
 The penultimate session focused on the relationships we have with 
other people—our neighbours, our families—moving on to a consider-
ation of where God might be in such complex relationships. We discussed 
love and reconciliation, focusing on what the story of The Prodigal Son 
reveals about the nature of God, and the extent to which He is knowable.  
 Finally we reflected on how we can live out Christ’s “Love and 
Sacrifice” in our own lives and as a church. We considered examples of 
love, devotion and sacrifice, then Mary of Bethany anointing Christ’s feet 
with costly perfume to show her love for him. We concluded by 
considering St Paul’s letters urging people in churches spend more time 

Lent Study Groups 2019:   
The Mystery of God 
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witnessing through Christian love and acknowledging that this will mean 
ensuring our love is undiluted; not conditional or sparing.  
 This was a fascinating and deeply rewarding Lent journey; we 
emerged with stronger, clearer conviction of who God is and what God 
has done for us. Our deepest appreciation to our hosts for their kindness 
and hospitality throughout the course. 

Vic Spong with thanks to Keith Davies 

R 
ichard Gooding, our Director of Music, informed the vicar in 
May that he will be resigning from his post at All Saints’ from 
1 September. This is to enable him to take up a full-time 

teaching post that month in Yarm.  
 Living as he does in Durham, and with the extra work during the week 
and at weekends which his new job will require, travelling to Gosforth 
would have become increasingly difficult. Richard has given us ample 
notice to allow time for alternative arrangements to be put in place and 
ensure as smooth a transition as possible. 
 Richard and his daughter, Phoebe, have been a part of the life of All 
Saints’ for the past seven years. Many of us remember Phoebe as a little 
girl sitting up at the organ with her father when he was playing. 
Subsequently, we have enjoyed the quality of her beautiful singing. Many 
members of the congregation have cared for Richard and Phoebe in 
different ways during his time here and formed lasting friendships. The 
sadness of his wife’s death following a very protracted illness and the 
subsequent joy of his marriage to Amy at Durham Cathedral in April 2018 
will not be forgotten by many of us. 
 During all the ups and downs, Richard continued to play at All Saints’ 
each Sunday, encouraging the choir to sing to the best of their respective 
abilities, and always retaining a positive attitude, despite the departure of 
members due to illness or other commitments. He is a gifted musical 
teacher and the choir in particular will miss his breadth of knowledge and 
gift for getting the best out of people.  
 Change is an inevitable part of life. Whilst we shall all be sad to see 
Richard and Phoebe leave, we wish them the very best as they and Amy 
embark on a happy new stage in their lives together.  

Farewell to Richard 
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In the community 

Alex Edward’s Salon  

A 
lex Edward’s is a hair and beauty salon which occpies 8-10 
Ashburton Road, where previously there was an insurance 
agent.   

 Alex Edward started the business two and a half years ago. Clients 
travel to the salon from around the region, and the company aims to 
offer the latest hair, beauty and skin techniques in a warm and relaxing 
atmosphere and at a good price. There are three staff, and they hope to 
increase the breadth of their service to include tanning and eyelash 
treatment. Many customers book on line, and their website is:  
http://alexedward.co.uk/ 

Andrew Shipton 

Photo: Andrew Shipton 
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Open GardensOpen GardensOpen GardensOpen Gardens    
June June June June ----    July 2019July 2019July 2019July 2019    

Sunday 2.30pm Sunday 2.30pm Sunday 2.30pm Sunday 2.30pm ----    5.00pm5.00pm5.00pm5.00pm    
 
 

Our thanks to the parishioners who once 
again have invited us into their gardens. 

Come and enjoy 

                                                    
9999thththth    JuneJuneJuneJune    

 

Margaret Wilkinson, 9 Elgy Road, Gosforth 

 
16161616thththth    JuneJuneJuneJune    

    

Vic and Pat Spong, 15 Rectory Road, Gosforth 
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Dorothy Henderson, 16 Briardene Crescent, Kenton 
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Pam Taylor, 38 Westbourne Avenue, Gosforth 

    
7777thththth    JulyJulyJulyJuly    

 

Valerie Hedley 16 Saxilby Drive, Whitebridge Park, Gosforth 
 

 

                                             
     For more information please 
contact 

                                                      Valerie Hedley  2849045 

 

For more information please contact 
 
Valerie Hedley 2849045 
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PCC Digest  

T 
he meeting held on 13 May 2019 was the first meeting of the 
new PCC, following the AGM. As usual there was an election 
for the officers of the council for the following year. Peter 

Brown was elected as Lay Chair, Nick Glover was elected as 
Secretary, and Fred Carr was elected as Treasurer. Diana Lavin and 
Katie Hogg were appointed PCC representatives to the Standing 
Committee. Kath Davies was co-opted to the PCC as Safeguarding 
Officer. Following the AGM there were still vacancies on the PCC, 
and it was agreed that Lesley Ogilvie and Chris Jenkins, who had 
both expressed a willingness to serve, would be appointed. 
 Andrew spoke briefly about the organisation of the PCC and the main 
PCC committees, and there was discussion about making the 

Photo: Andrew Shipton 

continued on p. 23  

Afternoon Tea Club 

O 
ur photo shows the thriving afternoon tea club that meets 
on most Tuesday afternoons at 3pm in the Centre. All are 
welcome. 

In the community 
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Moira Flanagan ALCM 

Music tuition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Organist to three local Churches 
Long time member of the New Tyneside  
Orchestra 
Accompanist to the Gosforth & District Choir 
Has over twenty years of successful teaching experi-
ence and DBS Enhanced Disclosure  
Certificate 
Offers tuition in piano or violin to all ages 
Tel. 0191 285 6132 for further details. 
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congregation more aware of the committees and how involvement might 
be increased. 
 Arrangements for Andrew’s sabbatical were discussed, and the re-
sponsibilities of Sarah Moon overseeing the day-to-day running of the 
parish, and also St Hugh’s. Sarah will have an office in the Augustine 
Room in the Church Centre as her base in the parish. 
 Andrew described how we will have another new member of staff in 
September: Isaac Wilkinson, at present completing his finals in Theology 
(see page 10). He will be a pastoral assistant serving both All Saints’ and 
St Hugh’s, and be based in St Hugh’s Vicarage. In addition to day-to-day 
help in the parishes, he will be asked to look at the use of social media and 
how we can make more use of it in our communications throughout our 
work. It was also hoped that he will think freely about the expansion of 
our work throughout the parishes. 
 After discussion, the PCC reaffirmed the Safeguarding Policy. Alison 
Charlewood then gave a presentation on the role of a Domestic Abuse 
Champion, a House of Bishops’ initiative we were urged to adopt. The 
following resolution was unanimously passed: 

 The Church is committed to those who have been victims and 
survivors of domestic abuse. Domestic abuse in all its forms is 
contrary to the will of God and an affront to human dignity. All need 
to play their part in preventing or halting it. The welfare of the adult 
victim of domestic abuses is important, but where there are children 
in the family it must be understood that they too are victims of 
domestic abuse. All Saints’ is committed to listening, giving help 
and signposting whenever appropriate. Alison Charlewood is a point 
of contact for any advice and support. 

 Following Richard Gooding’s resignation as organist (see page 18), it 
was noted that a search for a replacement would need to start immediately. 
A small working party, to include members of the choir, will be set up. 
 The PCC formally agreed to apply for a Faculty for the new lighting to 
the west end path and for the repair of the vandalised stained glass 
window. 

Peter Brown, PCC Member 

Full minutes of each PCC meeting are displayed at the back of the church 
following their acceptance at the next meeting of the PCC. 

PCC Digest continued from p. 21 
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All Saints’ Amnesty Group 

A 
mnesty International estimate that globally there are 3.2 
million people detained without trial, often just for tweeting, 
emailing or taking part in peaceful protest. As they put it, “Far 

too many people are still languishing in isolation, incommunicado, and 
in fear.” 
 Our group meets monthly to write letters on behalf of prisoners of con-
science to governments around the world. Air mail envelopes and a 
suggested letter template are provided. Postage stamps are on sale at our 
table in the All Saints’ Centre, where you are warmly invited to join us.  
 In January we wrote to the South African authorities to express 
concern about the harassment and death threats which Nonhle Mbuthuma 
has been subjected to after protesting on behalf of 5,000 Amadiba people 
facing eviction if a company (Mineral Resource Commodities) is granted a 
license to mine titanium on their ancestral land. 
 February’s letter concerned the Kyrgyzstan disabled activist and 
mother, Gulzar Duishenova, who lost the use of her legs in a car accident 
with a drunken driver in 2002. Gulzar has campaigned relentlessly for the 
rights of people with disabilities in a country which openly discriminates 
against them. We urged the Kyrgyzstan Speaker of Parliament to ratify 
and implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
 March’s letter was classed as one of Amnesty’s “Urgent Actions”, and 
concerned eight Iranian wildlife conservationists facing severe sentences 
for “Crimes Corrupting the Earth”, solely for conducting research into 
Iran’s endangered wildlife. We requested that they be protected from ill-
treatment and given access to lawyers. 
 The basis of our April letter was a plea for the release of Saudi couple 
Israa al-Ghomigham and her husband Moussa al-Hashem, facing 
execution, only recently commuted to prison terms, for peacefully 
demanding human rights for Saudi Arabia’s Shia minority. 
 We do not always know the effect that writing letters has, but recently 
reported successes include a legal overturning of the South African 
government’s permission to mine Amadibian ancestral land; the release of: 
Ukrainian women’s rights activist Olena Shevenko; 8,000 detainees 
released in a prison amnesty declared in Myanmar; and the release of 
Chinese Nobel Peace Prize winner Liu Xia.  

Keith Davies 
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 From the registers 
 

Baptisms 
14th April   Oscar Robertson 

     Emilia Rose Waite 

9th June   Jennifer Katherine Lees 

 
 

Funerals 
3rd May Joan Bell 

9th May Elizabeth Annabel Litster Fisher 

18th May Eric Noel Wilkie 

24th May Frederick Wilson Hoult 

 

 

Weddings 
21st April Andrew Monteith and Joanne Swinhoe 

25th May Robert Trood and Sarah Johnson 

 

Send us your photographs to 
allsaintsintouch@outlook.com 

All Saints’ Weekly Services 
Tuesday 10.15am Holy Communion 

8.00am Holy Communion 

9.30am Parish Communion 

11.30am 
Café Church (first Sunday of every 
month) 

6.30pm 
Evening Service or Prayers for Healing. 
Evensong last Sunday of the month. 

Sunday  
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Dates for your Diary 
June 

 Open Gardens—see page 20 

Saturday 20th 11.00am Ordination of Beverley Davies at the Cathedral 

July 

Friday 5th 7.30pm Musica Johannis in Church 

Monday 8th 2.30pm 
Mothers’ Union Strawberry Tea in All Saints’ 
Centre 

Tuesday 23rd  
10.30—1.30pm 

Fun day on the Green 

September 

Sunday 8th  Welcome Party in All Saints’ Centre 

Sunday 22nd 
12.00—5.00pm 

Heritage  Open Day  

Saturday 28th  Gilmore & Roberts Concert 

October 

Sunday 6th Harvest Festival 

Sunday 6th 3.00pm Special Service in All Saints’ Centre 

November 

Saturday 9th 7.00pm Quiz Night in All Saints’ Centre 

Saturday 16th  Culture Kitchen in All Saints’ Centre 

Saturday 30th 7.30pm Jesmond Choral Concert in Church 

Saturday 7th  
10.30—12 noon 

Christmas Fair 

December 
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If you have a picture you would like to share 
with us, please email  
allsaintsintouch@outlook.com 

Four members of All Saints’ were confirmed recently at St Francis’, 
High Heaton, by the Bishop of Newcastle, the Rt Revd Christine 
Hardman. Our photo by Andrew Mason shows (left to right) Imogen, 
Erica, Ollie and Will. 


