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St Hugh’s Church, Gosforth 

Welcome Bev 

On Saturday 10th October, Beverley Davies’s 
delayed ordination as priest took place at St 
George’s, Jesmond. We were delighted that 
she was able to celebrate her first com-
munion service the following day at All Saints’  
 A socially distanced choir treated us to the 
first hymns we had heard at a Eucharist since 
March, and Canon Peter Dobson delivered 
an inspirational sermon on the theme “God 
works in a mysterious way,” managing to give 
Bev’s love of Queen and Freddie Mercury 
centre billing! All in all a truly joyful occasion 
which we were delighted to share with Bev. 
 .At the end of the service Andrew paid 
special tribute to Bev:  

Beverley over the past 12 months has 
proved inwardly strong, resilient, and 
good at juggling many tasks including 
processing YouTube videos! She has 
had to get to grips with All Saints’ and 
also St Hugh’s, adapting to a very 
different lifestyle commuting to work 
from her home outside the parish and 
then working through a pandemic. She 
has indeed had to be adaptable and has 
proved particularly adept at pulling 
together the You tube Sunday services 
each week combining a variety of 
separate snippets into a successful 
whole. A real achievement! 

 At the end of the service Bev was 
presented with a purple stole and a John Lewis 
voucher for £150 from the congregations. 
 Bev is looking forward to celebrating the 
Eucharist at St. Hugh’s very soon. 

Faithfulness 

 Some years ago I was fortunate to have a 
three-month Sabbatical exploring Anglican 
religious communities. My interest in monks 
and nuns stemmed from a visit I made as a 
teenager to the Community of the Resurrection 
in Mirfield, Yorkshire. It was there, at their 
College of the Resurrection, that I trained for 
the priesthood. For our Sabbatical, Pat and I 
travelled around the country staying for a few 
days at a time in various monasteries and 
convents learning about how monastic life was 
being lived out. We tried to make sure that we 
looked at various styles of religious life— 
enclosed, active, those based on the Rule of 
St Benedict, those following the example of St 
Francis of Assisi, and those with a more 
modern shape and outlook. 
 Amongst the first orders of sisters to 
emerge after the Reformation was a group of 
nuns who established a convent in Ascot in the 
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1870s: the Society of the Holy Trinity. Like 
most of these new communities, Ascot Priory 
was built in extensive and very beautiful 
grounds. The sisters ran a school, an orphan-
age and a home for aged people, but as time 
went by and numbers entering the order 
dropped, these activities were handed over to 
other independent agencies. 
 By the time we got to Ascot Priory, there 
was just one nun left—Mother Cecilia. She 
was over 90 years of age and had suffered a 
stroke which impaired her speech (but not her 
intellect!). She lived almost exclusively in one 
room in the convent. What impressed Pat and 
me was the fact that Mother Cecilia continued, 
in spite of many difficulties, to get up early 
every morning, put on her veil and habit, and 
pray and meditate just as she had when she 
was a much younger sister. We were trem-
endously moved and humbled by such 
faithfulness. Once or twice a week she would 
be assisted to make her way to the lovely 
chapel for a service conducted by local priests. 
That chapel was something special! You could 
almost feel the presence of all the former 
sisters who had worshipped there. We were 
touched to meet some of her old pupils from 
the former orphanage, who happened to live 
nearby. They took it in turns to make sure that 
Mother Cecilia was looked after and kept 
comfortable. Sadly, a few years after our visit, 
she died, and from then on her community 
ceased to exist. 
 When we sometimes feel isolated from our 
fellow-worshippers, it is good to remember—
and give thanks for—the faithfulness of such 
people as Mother Cecilia.       

   Canon Sydney Connolly 

(Canon Connolly assists at St. Hugh’s) 

http://davewalker.cc/where-the-church-is/  

From the Vicar 

“For all the Saints” 

I remember where I was when the news broke 
that Mother Teresa of Calcutta had died in 
1997. I had read about her for many years. I 
had borrowed a book from a library as a 
teenager by Malcolm Muggeridge called 
Something Beautiful for God. It was a truly 
memorable read, and I recall how Muggeridge 
described how he felt transformed within her 
presence. 
 In 2007, a collection of the private letters of 
Mother Teresa was published for the first time. 
They disclose the inner spiritual life of this 
person revered for her dedication to the 
poorest of Kolkata. Mother Teresa appeared to 
embody for many the love of God. She shone 
as a true beacon of holiness and was an 
embodiment of the power of love and hope in 
the darkness, yet the content of her letters was 
shocking 
 The letters speak of a deeply painful and 
abiding sense of God’s near-total absence. For 
example, Mother Teresa writes about the 
reality of the darkness, coldness and 
emptiness that fills her life, with God seeming 
absent. Yet despite this anguish she continued 
to be committed to the very poor and rejected, 
sharing with then the love of God and human 
kindness (although more recently there has 
been controversy regarding her interpretation 
of the love of God and how this was expressed 
to the sick). 
 Rereading her letters made me think. 
Maybe as we go into winter her journals show 
something which we need to recognise as 
things get tough? Perhaps trying to show the 
love of God does not always depend on feeling 
good and being at peace. I wonder if being a 
Saint involves struggling with doubt, un-
certainty, and anguish, but still giving anyway? 
Perhaps our experience of emptiness and 
disorientation caused by the pandemic crisis 
can, instead of making us think about our-
selves, turn us outward towards others, 
especially the most vulnerable? 
  As we approach Allsaintstide we remember 
how many saints shine in the midst of dark-
ness and emptiness, not because of what they 
feel, but because of their intention to do 
“something beautiful for God”. Perhaps it's our 
intention that matters most. 

Andrew Shipton 

http://davewalker.cc/where-the-church-is/?fbclid=IwAR2gmRE13zIyKZHaI8rW2U8ZuIxRw_slXbnEVAg41_IvOtAAL-AwOaDSw4I
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I was ordained Priest on Saturday 10th 
October at St. George’s church in Jesmond. 
This was after many months of uncertainty. 
Initially arranged for the 4th July, and then 
several dates announced and then postponed; 
I held my breath all that week hoping and 
praying that no new announcements would 
mean another cancellation. 
 There were 6 other curates ordained priest 
that weekend, and, like everything else in life 
these days, the Ordinations were different. 
Bishop Christine spent the weekend travelling 
from Jesmond to Monkseaton, to Hexham and 
North Northumberland where my fellow 
curates were being ordained in churches 
across the diocese.  
 The ordination service was very intimate 
and Bishop Christine and Mark Wroe soon 
soothed my nerves as we sat in the chapel to 
swear our oaths.  
 The laying-on of hands was also different, 
not the spectacular sight that has been seen in 
Ordination services of the past; Bishop 
Christine first of all anointed my hands with the 
oil of Chrism before laying hands and praying. 
Then Andrew Shipton, followed by Jennifer. I 
commented afterwards that in these strange 
times of not even being allowed to shake  one 

Ordination weekend 
another’s hand, to feel the weighty touch of 
someone else’s hand on my head felt very 
powerful. 
 I presided at my first Eucharist the following 
day on Sunday 11th. It was a really lovely 
service, we had hymns sung by the choir and 
Revd Canon Peter Dobson, my previous 
incumbent from St Peter’s Monkseaton, gave a 
wonderful sermon on the wonderful and 
mysterious ways God works in us and even 
manged to bring in my favourite singer Freddie 
Mercury—there’s something you don’t hear 
every day! 
Thank you all for your generous gifts of a 
purple stole which I will wear during Advent 
and Lent and the John Lewis gift vouchers. 
 I feel very privileged to be staying here as 
your Curate for a little while longer! 

Beverley 
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Exercise your Brain! 

 

 To anyone struggling with the idea of yet 
more restrictions being imposed, I can highly 
recommend Future Learn as a way of keeping 
your mind occupied during the weeks or even 
months ahead: see www.futurelearn.com  
 Future Learn is an online learning pro-
gramme partly owned by the Open University, 
and courses cover a wide range of topics— 
science, history, politics, health, literature— 
there’s always something of interest. Some are 
from degree courses, others are completely 
independent, and they are run by universities 
and institutions from all parts of the world. 
 Modules vary in length from around two to 
eight weeks, and you can cover the content at 
your own speed, putting in an average of 
around four hours a week. It’s up to you!  
 The Future Learn courses are free for the 
duration that they are online, but you can pay 
to have unlimited access to a course after it 
has expired. 
 Only one warning though – there’s so much 
out there to learn about, it can become quite 
addictive! 

Ann Cross 

Christmas is coming 

Covid 19 or no!  
 Normally at this time of year I would be 
getting ready for All Saints’ Christmas fair, but 
this year is likely to be different. So I have got 
out some of the things I have made. They 
range in size from owls, large and small, 
apples and pears, down to snowmen and mice 
as illustrated. 
 So if you see anything you like please 
phone Lionel on 285 6146 and let him know. I 
can then arrange to bring a few things to your 
house for you to see and touch before you 
commit yourself.. 
 All handmade and all proceeds to the 
church. 

Lionel Crawford 

Mexican Bean Soup 
1 small onion 
1 clove garlic 
1 tblsp olive oil 
1 tin kidney beans 
1 tin chopped tomatoes 
1 veg stock cube ( made up as directed) 
1/2 teaspoon mild chilli pad 
 Gently fry chopped onion and garlic until 
soft, add chilli pad. 
 Add tomatoes, rinsed beans and stock. 
 Simmer to develop flavours. 
 Cool and blend until smooth, adjust 
seasoning to taste. 
 Add a dash of single cream if you have 
some. 
 Heat,eat and enjoy with crusty bread! 

Elizabeth Crawford  

Recipe corner 

Boodle cake challenge 
The following is a very old family recipe, easy 
to make and tastes delicious, especially if you 
can get proper large raisins, such as Lexia or 
Jumbo Flame from health food shops. 
However, it does have a tendency to sink in 

the middle, so if any cooks out there can 
proffer advice for improvement please let me 
know! 
1/2 lb flour 
1/4 lb butter  
1/4 lb demerara sugar 
1/2 lb chopped raisins (seeded) 
1 level teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
3/4 cup of hot milk 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
 Mix bicarb. In hot milk. 
 Rub flour and butter together. 
 Add the other ingredients and bake in a 
moderate oven for 2 hours. 

Christine Willoughby 

http://www.futurelearn.com/
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Harvest Festival 

At the Harvest Festival service on 4th October 
at All Saints’, donations were collected for the 
charity Walking With.  
 Walking With is based in Wallsend and 
works to support asylum seekers and relieve 
hardship among them. Whilst its centre 
remains closed due to Covid, staff and 
volunteers are continuing to provide a limited 
service working from home.  

Photo: Bev Davies 

Check your spelling 
—or value proof-readers! 

 
The following notices provided amusement to 
readers of various parish magazines in 
Yorkshire: 
 

The church will host an evening of fine 
dining, super entertainment and 
gracious hostility. 

Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5pm. Prayer 
and medication to follow. 

This evening at 7pm there will be hymn 
singing in the park across from the 
Church. Bring a blanket and come 
prepared to sin. 

The pastor would appreciate if the ladies 
of the congregation would lend him their 
electric girdles for the pancake breakfast 
next Sunday. 

Tuesday tea club 

It seems a long time since March when the tea 
club had to close and we began the terrible 
period of “lockdown”. We were scared, didn’t 
know what to do, who would do our shopping, 
we wouldn’t be able to see our friends and 
family, what if...? 
 Here we are in October, we coped, but of 
course we would, we had lived through the 
war, we were sensible and learned to change 
our ways. We cleared out cupboards, did 
puzzles and crosswords, read books. We went 
for our one period of exercise, cooked more 
thoughtfully, watched endless TV news 
broadcasts until we were sick of them, 
telephoned our friends—what a lifeline the 
telephone is!—and we thought it would be all 
over by the summer, the weather had been 
unusually fine and warm and we were OK. 
 Now it is October and it’s not all over and 
the pandemic continues. We continue to be 
careful, but the worst thing is: NO TEA CLUB. 
The volunteers have had lots of discussions 
about this, but I’m afraid we will have to 
continue to be patient; we cannot risk being in 
the hall socially distant, cannot use the kitchen, 
so NO TEA—and we would never get 
speakers. Also we wouldn’t want you standing 
outside in the cold and dark waiting for taxis.  
 So for the foreseeable future I’m afraid we 
won’t be seeing some of you, unless you are 
able to come to the Church services on 
Sunday, but rest assured we haven’t forgotten 
you. 

Elizabeth Crawford 

Tea club members pre–lockdown. We look forward 

to getting together again as soon as possible. 
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Planting a Small Garden 

When David and I realised, five years ago, that 
we could no longer look after our Jesmond 
garden, we were very fortunate to have been 
able to downsize to Gosforth. Our “new” 
garden is just nine square metres, but it has 
given us so much pleasure, especially this 
year when it has been a real lifeline. 
 When choosing which plants we wanted to 
grow here, two criteria were important. First, 
because they are there most of the year, the 
leaves should be of good distinctive shape 
and/or colour. (We grow some plants such as 
ferns, heuchera and brunnera just for their 
leaves.) Second, as one can combine purple 
with any colour, incorporating purple flowers as 
well as leaves unifies the overall effect and 
enables one to put plants together which might 
otherwise clash. 

 This garden faces south, and is sheltered 
with fences along two sides and a stone wall at 
the bottom between us and the road. Apart 
from climbing roses and chaenomeles which 
we planted against the fences (they also 
support clematis), we only have room for three 

taller shrubs: eucryphia, 
crinodendron and daph-
ne bholua Jaqueline 
Postill. They all flower 
and are evergreen, 
giving height as well as 
structure throughout the 
year. 
 Much of the garden 
was paved five years 
ago, leaving little in the 
way of flowerbeds, so we rearranged it, 
making enough space for a seat and some 
pots near the house. The rest forms paths 
round three flowerbeds. We also made a small 
pond with a fountain, in the far corner. 
 The end bed against the wall is in the 
shade, so for us, bulbs and corms do well 
there. Snowdrops, scillas. dwarf daffodils and 
aconites in the spring; crocosmias, schizo-
stylus and lilies later on, when astrantias, day 

lilies, hostas, primulas, anemones and astilbes 
all contribute. 
 The other two beds get more sun, so most 
perennials do well, together with small shrubs 
including dwarf azaleas, potentillas, daphne 
and salvias, and (an extravagant weakness of 
mine) three tree peonies - good leaves, with 
exotic flowers. Plants which flower over a long 
period are a bonus; hardy penstemon (eg. 
ruby, garnet and blackbird), geranium psilo-
stemon, sedums, irises, alstroemeria (expen-
sive but worth the outlay), aquilegia, anthemis, 
thalictrums, scabius, delphiniums and monks-
hood grow well together with alliums and 
crocosmia. For late summer, Michaelmas 
daisies (grown in spite of dull leaves) bring 
welcome colour along with rudbeckia. Also 
cimicifuga, with its deep purple leaves, is a 
bonus, as peacock and red admiral butterflies 
enjoy its flowers. Rock roses, campanula, 

Few flowers, but very good leaves all year 

Peony “Joseph Rock” 

Interesting leaves and some purple flowers 

Good leaves, the flowers will come later 
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pinks and cyclamen hederafolium do well 
beside the paving. 
 This is the first garden we’ve made where 
we use pots. Our herbs, mint, thyme, parsley, 
French tarragon, rosemary and lavender all do 
well beside the garden door. We also have a 
row of larger ones under the sitting room 
window where “pot” geraniums, a shrub rose, 
agapanthus, nerines, a dwarf cherry tree and a 
silver-leaved convolvulus cneorum fill the 
space beside the evergreen coronilla glauca, 
whose yellow flowers brighten up the corner all 
the winter. We also have several long, low pots 
filled with alpines in front of the taller plants. 
 We are not good at using annuals except 
for a few winter-flowering pansies to cheer up 
November and December, and have no room 
for grasses. 
 One grandson asked whether our garden 
involved a lot of work. The answer was “No, 
there is almost no room for weeds but we 
deadhead on most fine days.” David clears up 
the leaves which fall off the large lime tree in 
the next-door garden. He is great at sorting out 
the cracks between the paving stones and 
encouraging me to buy plants too! 

Hilary Hide 

These photos are of some lovely plants looking 
beautiful in the autumn sunshine in Valerie 
Hedley’s front garden. The butterflies were 
certainly enjoying 
them! 
 Valerie has a 
badly sprained 
ankle and has 
been unable to 
come along to All 
Saints’ for a few 
weeks, but sends 
her very best 
wishes and looks 
forward to seeing 
everyone again 
shortly. 

Nature’s delight 
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Advent is a time to reflect. 

  
Join us on Zoom over four sessions as we explore some of 
the themes of Advent and what they might mean for us 

today. 
  

Wednesday 18th November “Do not be afraid” 
Wednesday 25th November “Good news” 

Wednesday 2nd December “Placed in a trough” 
Wednesday 9th December  

“Go back by a different way” 
  

To book a place, please contact the parish office with your 
email contact details. 

  

Answers to last month’s picture quiz 

With thanks to Keith Kennils. 

Westfield School, Elmfield 
Road access. 

Westfield School, Oakfield 
Road entrance. 

Westfield School, Oakfield 
Road exit. 

Former gatehouse, the Stables, 
on The Drive. 

Former gatehouse, Moor-
lands Hall site, now 
redeveloped, on Parker 
Avenue. 

Meadowcourt, corner of Elgy 
Green and Parker Avenue. 

Former gatehouse, St. Nicho-
las Hospital—did you know it 
had a Police office at the 
rear? 

“Hole in the Wall” exit from 
Northumberland Wildlife 
Trust, St. Nicholas site to 
Wall Street. 

Welford Centre, Jubilee 

Road. 

Exit gate to drive, Elmfield Park. Cottage on St Nicholas 
Hospital site (North-
umberland Wildlife 
Trust HQ). 

Entrance and exit, Lanes-
borough Court, St Nicholas Hos-
pital. 
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Church contacts 

Vicar:        Andrew Shipton 2845540  
 andrew.shipton@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk  

Assistant Curate:      Beverley Davies 
  07989145610 

bev.davies@allsaints- gosforth.org.uk  

Assistant Priest:    Ruth Birnie 2841393  
 ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk  

Youth Worker:     Jamie Donaldson  
contact via Parish Office 

Parish Office:    West Avenue, Gosforth,  
NE3 4ES 

From the editors 

 We hope you have enjoyed reading this 
edition of Keeping in Touch. Its purpose is in 
the title—to try and help us all to connect with 
each other during these strange times when 
many of us are still hesitant about venturing our 
or our normal social activities are curtailed. 
 As winter comes in and restrictions continue 
please do contact us and let us know how you 
are finding things—what are you doing, what 
new skills/ hobbies are you cultivating, how are 
you keeping in touch with others? 
 School and University life is very different 
this year. How are you finding it? 
 What is the world of work like now? How 
has it changed for you? 
 Please do write in and tell us about any of 
these things—or indeed send us any 
contributions you think would be of interest. As 
soon as we have enough to publish we will put 
out a further edition. 
 We are particularly pleased to hear from 
those who are not linked up electronically but 
are certainly not forgotten. Please get in touch 
and tell us about yourselves. 
 You can hand contributions to any of the 
editors, or email to: 
 
allsaintsintouch@outlook.co.uk 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Lesley Atkinson, Dermot Killingley, 
Christine Willoughby 

Sunday services at All Saints’ 

8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

9.30 a.m.  Parish Communion 

6.30 p.m.  Evening Prayer  

Sunday 1st November: All Saints’ Day. 

All Souls services for those who lost loved 

ones during the past year will be at 4.00 p.m. 

and 6.30 p.m.  

Monday 2nd November: All Souls’ Day 

All Souls service to remember loved ones from 

previous years at 7.00 p.m 

 

Sunday services at St. Hugh’s 

25th October, 8th November: 

11.00 a.m. Holy Communion 


