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Who’s who: 
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  Phone:  07577 462325 
  Email:  andrewpmason@outlook.com 

Ministerial Assistant: Isaac Wilkinson 
  Phone:  07449 523967 
  Email:  isaac.wilkinson@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Church office: Louise Waugh, All Saints’ Parish Office, 
  West Avenue, Gosforth, NE3 4ES 
  Phone:  (0191) 213 0450 
  Email:  post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Church Centre Caretaker: Tricia Maylia 
  Phone:  07922 920058  
  Usual days off: Wednesday and Sunday 

Website:  www.allsaints-gosforth.org.uk/ 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/allsaintsgosforth 
Twitter:  @AllSaintsGsfth 

In Touch editorial team: Lesley Atkinson, Dermot Killingley, Stuart Rayner, 
Christine Willoughby 

Deadline for submission of articles and/or photographs for the December/ 
January issue is Sunday 10 November 2019. Everyone is welcome to submit 
articles of around 300–500 words. Articles can be emailed to:  
allsaintsintouch@outlook.com or given to one of the editorial team. 
 
Front page photograph of The Canadian Rockies taken by Andrew Shipton 
during his time there on sabbatical. 

DISCLAIMER: the opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those of the Church of England or All Saints’ Church. 
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Prayer corner 

A prayer for re-vision 
(based on one from the internet) 
 

We pray that we will become more energised and excited to live 
each day, 

that our motivation will increase, 

that we will not let life’s distractions and discouragements hold us 
hostage  

and that we will not allow today’s concerns to keep us from 
moving forward to tomorrow’s promises.  

Amen 

Lesley Atkinson 

 

If you have a prayer you would like to share with In Touch 

readers, please email it to: allsaintsintouch@outlook.com 

Cover photograph 

Our cover photo shows a view of the Rockies, captured by Rev. Andrew 
Shipton on his recent sabbatical which included a visit to Canada. 
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Autumn 

E 
ach year, as the Earth completes its annual journey around 
the sun, the balance between night and day changes. Because 
the Earth is tilted, and maintains that tilt, the sun’s light does 

not hit the surface of the planet evenly. When the southern half of 
Earth is tilted away from the sun, catching its light at an angle, 
autumn and winter arrive, and the days become shorter.  
 Autumn is therefore the winding down of the year, a time both of 
harvest and of death. Autumn can remind us of the impermanence of 
everything, and cause us to yearn for something permanent. More than 
any other time of the year, I have read how many feel a spiritual 
connection to the season. Writers and poets express how they feel that 
they are closer, for a time, to something unnameable and immutable, a 
power behind all things, on God who is unchanging and eternal. As 
Rainer Maria Rilke writes in his poem Autumn:  

The leaves are falling, falling as if from far up, 
as if orchards were dying high in space. 
Each leaf falls as if it were motioning “no.” 
And tonight the heavy earth is falling 
away from all other stars in the loneliness. 
  
We’re all falling. This hand here is falling. 
And look at the other one. It’s in them all. 
And yet there is someone, whose hands 
infinitely calm, holding up all this falling. 

 I wonder how we can get in touch with the spiritual side of autumn?  
Perhaps we could turn off our mobiles and simply go for a walk? We 
could take a walk, for example, in Gosforth Park, listen to the crunching 
of leaves underfoot, be mindful of the colour of sky, the grass and leaves 
and the smell of the air. As we walk we could ask ourselves “What do I 
need to release? What are my burdens?” Perhaps autumn is a time to 
consider what no longer serves us well, gets in our way, and needs to 
wither? Autumn reminds us to keep changing, not to allow ourselves to 
become stagnant and to focus on what is essential.  

Andrew Shipton 
From the Vicar 
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AndrewAndrewAndrewAndrew    

 Autumn can be a strange mixture of nostalgia, thanksgiving and 
concern about gloomy days ahead. There comes a time when the night 
must be braved and the darkness must be faced. The world may fade, the 
seasons will change, and winter will come. But the God who has been our 
help in ages past is our hope for years to come. In Him we have 
permanence, stability, and even on dark nights, joy which is unshakable, 
and life unending. 

First Thoughts from a 
Sabbatical: Renewed Vision 

B 
eing on sabbatical gave me distance to think and ponder about 
many things. One of the subjects of my reflections was All 
Saints’. As I dreamed of what we are and could be, I pondered 

a renewed Vision statement. We already say: “The Community of All 
Saints’: living, thoughtful, caring faith.” To this I would like to add: 
“an energetic and visionary church, with strong community links, 
which is confident, compassionate and creative.” I would like to share 
just a few thoughts which I hope will stimulate discussion:  

 As a church we need to recognise the possibilities of transformation 
in the here and now. While we celebrate the past, we need to take on 
new ways of doing things, take risks—and admit when things are not 
working. 

 We need space for silence, retreats and contemplation. An away day 
at the Friary has been planned for the spring. I am glad to say that the 
church building will soon be open at least 6 days a week, and specific 
times for prayer and contemplation have been arranged.. 

 We should review our internal and external communications. We 
need a higher profile for the parish church in the life of the local 
community. We need to engage social media effectively, e.g. 
Facebook and Twitter. 

 I would like the 9.30am Parish Communion to be a particularly 
“potent service”—relevant to our situation and experience—making 
us think—helping to explore our individual and corporate calling. 
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 We should be constantly identifying opportunities to build stronger 
missional links with the wider community..  

 We should offer a stimulating programme of sermons, talks and 
discussions for all ages, in different forums, throughout the year and 
not just Lent. 

 We should prepare worship which is more inclusive and varied,  
using all the resources of the Christian tradition, maintaining the 
Anglican balance of scripture, tradition, and reason, but with flair.  

 We want music which is carefully and imaginatively prepared and 
delivered. We could welcome a wider range of music and a greater 
variety of services involving more people, especially children, led by 
our new Director of Music. (See pp. 12–13) 

 We particularly need to make links with unreached areas of the 
parish. I am conscious that there are districts of our parish with which 
we have little engagement. 

 We could review our engagement of children and younger families, 
acknowledging the realities of the conflicting demands often faced by 
families at weekends. 

These are just a few ideas—but, as I say, enough to start discussion.  

Thank you 

T 
hank you to all those who sponsored Sarah and me for the 
UNICEF Water Walk in September. Between us we raised in 
excess of £200 which will go to help to install water pumps and 

pipes in areas where children have little or no access to clean 
drinking water. 
 The weather was good and the walks lovely, but we did find it 
incredibly difficult to schedule and stick to walking 5 miles a day on top 
of work and other activities. It is sobering to think of children across our 
world who have no choice but to set aside such a significant time in their 
day to fetch something we take for granted at the turn of a tap—and we 
didn’t even try carrying the weight of water on our backs! 

Christine Willoughby  

AndrewAndrewAndrewAndrew    
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The Curate 
writes 

W 
hen I arrived at All Saints’ on 1st September for Evening 
Prayer, I met many of you who had come especially to say 
hello and welcome me. I was introduced to and greeted by 

some key people in the life of All Saints’, and since then I am slowly 
getting to meet more and more of you through the different groups 
and committees. Please come and say hello to me if you haven’t done 
so already; I am trying really hard to remember names! 
 I was also introduced to the congregation of St. Hugh’s, and have 
already been involved with services and baptisms there. I look forward to 
getting to know the people of St. Hugh’s better and hold them in prayer as 
I serve them whilst listening out to what God might have in store for 
them. 
 It seems that September was a month of new beginnings! Rev. 
Andrew Shipton of course returned from his sabbatical, and I could sense 
a huge sigh of relief from everyone to see him back safely. We were also 
introduced to our new Director of Music, John Lewis, and our new 
Pastoral Assistant, Isaac Wilkinson.  
 I have been along to some of the groups here at All Saints’ and have 
already started to get to know many of you. Thank you for your warm 
welcome and hospitality. There are so many wonderful things taking 
place here at All Saints’ that are integral to the people that make use of 
them. I can see that there are many gifted and skilled people already 
dedicating their time to the church, and, of course, this is a brilliant 
foundation to build upon for the future.  
 Listening to Andrew’s vision for All Saints’ is both exciting and 
daunting. A vision that not only reaches out to those on the fringes of our 
community, but also for us, as we seek to renew and refresh our own faith 
and how we understand that to be lived out as Christian people today.  
 During the summer and into September, the gospel readings were 
challenging. Christ points out to those around him what it means to follow 
the word and will of the Lord in the times they were/we are living. How 
do we move forward taking the gospel message out to a world which is 
challenging and changing rapidly, especially when it comes to faith or 
religion?  It isn’t going to be plain sailing, but we must renew ourselves in 
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order to proclaim and live out the gospel for our 
community today. 
 I have left the secure and safe place of 
theological college, and am beginning a new phase 
in my training. It is a time of change which could 
be frightening—if I let it; but it is also a time 
where I can see opportunities on the horizon 
waiting to be discovered, people just waiting to be 
approached and in the midst of it all, among the 
large waves and storms, is the Lord who will help calm the waves of self-
doubt and who is beckoning us all to get out of the boat and walk with 
him.                 Beverley 

H 
ere we can see Bev ensconced in what 
will be her office and home for the next 
3½ years! She will be working from the 

Augustine Room, in the Church Centre. 
 The room makeover began with discussions 
about a year ago about exactly where Rev. Sarah 
Moon and Bev Davies could work while here. 
Neither Sarah nor Bev lives in the parish, and they 
each have family based a few miles away.  
 Ideas and then planning followed, and the pro-
ject went on to Fabric Committee where costings were established (we 
came in within budget for both the Columba and Augustine rooms, inci-
dentally). Then the decision was taken with a vote at a PCC meeting  to 
proceed.  
 The first stage was to clear the room, and then Tricia Maylia took on 
the decorating phase (as shown in In Touch April-May 2019 p. 20).  Diane 
Cooper took on all of the work to do with soft furnishings, making lined 
curtains, chair covers and cushions to a professional standard—another 
huge asset for us. Sew, Knit and Natter supplied a set of shelves from their 
cupboard, Peter Mitchell made sure the internet connection worked, both 
of us found furniture (all recycled and from charities or good causes). Bev 
supplied a fridge, Tricia found a kettle hiding.  
 Bev says she loves her room—and will be even more pleased when the 
hitch with the heating is sorted! We wish her joy in her ministry 
here. Special thanks to Diane Cooper and Tricia Maylia for their generous 
help on this project; their skills saved us considerable expense, again.                     
                          Rosamund Place and Paul Wilkinson, churchwardens 

Bev Moves In 
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H 
ello, and welcome! And can I just say what 
a pleasure it is to be writing for the 
September/October edition of In Touch. By 

the time you’re reading this, I’ll have completed 
my first two weeks of working and being part of the All Saints’ 
community and congregation as your Ministerial Assistant, and I find 
myself even more excited for the Church in Gosforth as when I started. 
 I’ve come to you from the comparatively quiet village of Humshaugh 
near Hexham and the change of life and its pace has been fascinating. I’m 
loving my time in Gosforth, despite getting caught in the downpours. And 
I can’t help but think all this walking to Gosforth from where I’m based 
in Jesmond must be doing something good for my fitness! 
 One of the main things I’ve noticed about being here however, and 
one of the most frequent things I find myself reflecting on is how timely 
my move to Gosforth is with the changing of the seasons. Autumn feels 
like it’s really beginning to peak its head, with the crisp mornings, fallen 
leaves in all colours, and the beginnings of pumpkin spiced everything in 
the shops. But also, it’s a new season for me. A new pace of life, a new 
environment, new tasks, friends and hopes. It really does feel like a new 
way of being. 
 This new, fresher way of being is often what we experience when we 
go where God calls us. I’m reminded of the sending out of the seventy-
two by Jesus in Luke 10: 1-23. Where Jesus anoints and sends out his 
disciples in pairs to the surrounding villages to bring healing, peace and 
the heralding of the Kingdom of God. A completely new life for these 
disciples as they bring about exciting change in God’s name, matching 
our own exciting plans for Autumn here in Gosforth. With our themed 
upcoming events where we can bring the Good news to our communities, 
such as at our Harvest and memorial services.   
 So similarly, I’d like to encourage you to look at what’s new in your 
lives that God might be calling you, or directing you towards. Please do 
reflect and think on and pray for the upcoming projects in Gosforth, 
alongside considering how in the changing season, and the upcoming 
year, God might be calling you. 
Have a wonderful and blessed Autumn! 

Isaac Wilkinson 

From the 
Ministerial Assistant 
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T 
his year All Saints’ held 
its Heritage Day on 
Sunday 15th September.  

 This event attracted a pleasing 
number of people from within our 
local area and further afield—for 
example Monkseaton, Bensham 
and Yorkshire—who came inter-
ested in a wide range of matters. 
 Much time was spent poring 
over the 1905 map of our parish 
which Paul and I had found, 
together with Marion Anderson's 
table of memorabilia, photos, articles and other information. People 
admired the woodwork, the windows and the Millennium Embroidery. 
Two early visitors stayed for two hours; others returned to go up into the 
bell tower. I saw no-one come in and leave after only a few minutes—all 
had set aside time to appreciate the church. A fair number had also come 
to talk about other matters, and it was good there were people from our 
home patch to listen.  
 The refreshments relay team got visits off to an excellent start—some 
people stayed talking for 20 minutes before they headed off elsewhere. 
Visitors told me how glad they were to have come, how warm, 
welcoming and beautiful a place it was, and how well-cared for, and said 
that they would “definitely come again”.  
 Thanks to those who lent CDs of organ music which gave an 
appropriate ambiance to the afternoon, and, of course, the banners set off 
the interior beautifully, with several people wondering who had made 
them. Thank you also, everyone, for comments that were put onto posters 
letting visitors know why we love this place—they're still up in church 
and there are now more people who love it too.  

Rosamund Place, churchwarden  

P.S. The church is now open on all weekdays and—by agreement and 
request from our PCC members —on Saturdays too. 

Heritage Open Day 

Picture: Tricia Maylia 
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A Musical Welcome  
This month marks the arrival of our new organist, John Lewis. Here he 
introduces himself, and we look forward to getting to know him and 
enjoying our musical journey together. 

H 
i everyone. It is often said that variety is the spice of life, and 
this is something that very much describes my musical 
journey; I have been lucky enough to make a career of the 

many and varied elements of music.  
 It was never my intention to become a professional musician; I 
actually studied maths, physics and engineering drawing to A level and 
started a degree in Industrial Design—all very normal and corporate. 
 During my first year, I was deputy organist at my local parish church 
of St Peter, Monkseaton, and I had also started playing keyboards in pub 
bands (mainly rock and soul music). After one such gig I was approached 
by a band that was about to embark on a 7-month tour of Japan, Korea 
and the Philippines. The band in question had been rehearsing for some 
time with another keyboard player, but a last-minute family emergency 
prevented him from going and the entire tour was therefore in jeopardy. 
After a lot of soul-searching and many discussions with all and sundry 
about my predicament, I decided that I should say yes to the tour, as I 
could always go back to design at some future date—and I never did. 
 The band spend the next 3 years touring the world and elsewhere; it 
seems like there were very few countries that we did not play in (apart 
from the USA). Eventually we returned home to Blighty and set about 
making a name for ourselves on the local (UK) circuit, ultimately 
achieving North East Band of the Year.  
 Soon after this, the band leader decided he wanted a change of career 
(he now flies planes for DHL), and the drummer and myself went into 
partnership to take on ownership of the band. We changed the name from 
Foxy to Foxx and continued to build upon our previous success by 
playing the music of the “boy band” giants of the day—Take That, 
Boyzone, Westlife, etc.—great times! 
 During the early days of Foxx, I received an unsolicited call from a 
member of the music technology staff at Newcastle College; they needed 
someone to teach sound design and the use of synthesizers in their 
recently-expanded music facility, and I jumped at the chance—I had, after 
all, been using electronic keyboards every night for 12 years. What started 
as one day per week soon grew into a full-time role as I took on more 
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responsibilities and subjects—I now teach keyboards, making music with 
a computer, acoustics, music theory, composition, electronics and sound 
design.  
 One benefit of having a day job (as opposed to gigging up and down 
the country) is that weekends are free! When I left Foxx in 2006, I started 
getting back into church music once more and soon found myself 
spending time at St Nicholas Cathedral in the Consort (an additional choir 
that augmented the regular choir). Before long, I had been asked to join 
the back row of the regular choir and I have been an alto Lay Clerk there 
since then. 
 I currently play in two bands (just so I don't get bored), a function 
band called Storm and a tribute to the music of both 10cc and ELO called 
10ccLO. 
 I hope to bring my cathedral (and possibly band) experience to my 
new role at All Saints’, and I look forward to some exciting musical times 
ahead.  
 God bless, 

John (not a department store) Lewis 
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Tales from 
the  Tower 

With Tower Captain Paul Cross 

W 
e have quite a lot going on in the tower at the moment, as 
Vic’s article (opposite) explains. Amongst all this we are 
delighted to be able to announce that 3 of our ringers have 

achieved certificates under the ART (Association of Ringing 
Teachers) scheme, one at Level 2 and two at Level 1. 
  All of this requires teamwork, which in our tower doesn’t stop at 
ringing. I have been delighted by the hard work so many of our ringers 
have put in, before, during and after the refurbishment of our bells, 

cleaning the ringing chamber and bell 
chamber and most recently carrying out 
much needed repairs to the platform above 
the bells. It pays to pull together… 

Paul Cross 

Above: Kallum Wellborne shows off his 
Level 2 award.  

Right: Matthew Douglas with his Level 1 
certificate. Matthew is offering bell-
ringing as the skill element for his Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
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W 
hile the bells were 
being moved in and 
out of the tower, we 

noticed signs of woodworm in 
the planks of the walkways 
around the bell chamber. 
 Close examination showed that 
the worm is active, but fortunately 
not in the beams around. We sur-
mised that the worm had been 
brought in with the planks, which 
were probably second-hand.  
 The walkway is used when we 
open and close the sound control 
shutters in the bell chamber. These 
are kept closed for most of the 
year to reduce the sound of the 

bells for our neighbours. We open them at Christmas and Easter to 
announce these great festivals. 
 A treatment option was considered, but since the walkway is 
suspended over the bells it was decided to replace the timbers with new 
treated wood. During the replacement two of the planks gave way, so it 
was certainly a good decision. We are grateful to Steve Rigby, one of 
our newer ringers, and Stuart Henderson, for doing the work in their 
spare time. 
 Our picture 
shows the new walk-
way, with the bells 
below and the shut-
ters behind. 

Vic Spong 

More repairs! 

Bill Shepherd with his level 1 award. 
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Happy Birthday John 

W 
e were delighted recently to help John Norris celebrate his 
90th birthday with refreshments in the Centre after the 9.30 
service, as well as a peal of bells in his honour before the 

service. Andrew paid tribute to the loyal service John has given to All 
Saints’ over 50 years, not least as treasurer. 
 Thank you for all your hard work, and many congratulations, John.  

Pictures by Margaret Patterson and Elizabeth Crawford 
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K 
now of any insects or creepy-crawlies looking for accom-
modation over the winter?  
 Our Bug Hotel at the back of the church green has been 

lovingly refurbished by the Wednesday Brownies, with Leader Tricia 
Maylia and her helpers.  
 The hotel was originally built by our Scouts a few years ago but sadly 
the occupants rather trashed the place and it was in need of a facelift. The 
Brownies collected pine cones, pieces of wood, sticks and twigs, sheep’s 
wool, dried leaves—everything our discerning six- or eight-legged friends 
might need for their winter break; 5-star accommodation or what!  
 Thank you, Brownies—you certainly seemed to enjoy yourselves! 

Ann Cross 

Bug Hotel Refurbished 

 

Picture: Tricia Maylia 
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School News: 
Archbishop Runcie 
First School 

A 
ll Saints’ is privileged to have an associated first school on 
Christon Road, just near to Asda off the Great North Road. 
Our Vicar, Andrew Shipton, is a governor, and two members 

of the congregation also represent us as governors. 
 Following a period of change, the new Headteacher, Mrs Kate Massey, 
is settling in well and is looking to develop links with our congregation. 
Here she updates us and offers some areas where she would welcome help 
from members of our congregation. 

Reading Buddies/ Help in School 

C 
ould you spare 20-30 minutes once or twice a week to help chil-
dren with reading? Archbishop Runcie CE First School would 
like to establish a successful reading buddy scheme with 

friends of the school; sharing books with children in Key Stage One 
and Key Stage Two. If you would be interested in finding out more 
please contact admin@archbishop.newcastle.sch.uk or call 0191 285 
2663. 
 You will require DBS clearance through the school—please see Mrs 
Ruddick in the school office. The school would be delighted to hear from 
you! There will be a workshop held in school for all Reading Buddies at 
9:00am on Friday 22nd November. There will also be a Safeguarding 
meeting for Reading Buddies at 9:00am on Monday 30th September. 
 If you would prefer to offer help “behind the scenes”, this would also 
be gratefully received! There is always lots of laminating, photocopying 
and admin to do! 

 

Nursery and Reception Places 

T 
here are still some Nursery and Reception places available at 
Archbishop Runcie CE First School so please let your friends 
and relatives know! We now take children in Nursery who are 

currently 3 or who are turning 3 years old this academic year.  
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 This year we are offering 2½-day provision (with additional sessions 
available to purchase) as well as 30-hour provision (5 full days). Please 
contact the school office for more information.  
  Open evenings for prospective parents are being held on the 
following dates: 
  Tuesday 19th November at 4:00pm 
  Monday 2nd December at 4:00pm 
  Wednesday 8th January at 4:00pm 

I 
n July ARFS was inspected and is judged to be a good school 
with many strengths which include: 
 

 the new Headteacher who cares deeply for the pupils, staff and local 
community 

 Governors and leaders work together well to ensure the school 
continues to improve 

 Teaching has strengthened 

 Disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND make strong progress 

 The school is a vibrant, happy place 

 Parents complimented the changes introduced by the new head 
teacher 

 There is a rich curriculum which provides interesting and relevant 
opportunities and as a result pupils develop a good knowledge and 
understanding in a wide range of subjects. 

 Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the progress of the 
school. We look forward to building on this further and building ever 
closer links with our community and associated churches. We would 
welcome prospective parents to visit and we are always grateful of an 
extra pair of hands if anyone would like to be involved in the life of 
the school.  
 Please contact us on 0191 285 2663 or email:  

 admin@archbishop.newcastle.sch.uk 

Kate Massey 

OFSTED Good 
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B 
efore the end of the year, we will welcome a new addition to 
the community, as an independent coffee shop will open on 
the corner of Linden Road and Salters Road.  

 The building was bought by Roger Gabriel, the son of Elaine Gabriel 
from our own congregation, at the beginning of the year, as the existing 
business got into financial difficulty. Roger is very excited about it. “I 
think this will be a real asset to the community. Our first house was on 
Linden Road, where we had our first child, my mother lives on the street, 
and I really wanted the site to be something special, for our friends and 
neighbours as well as me and my family to enjoy.”  
 The shop will keep the name Gosforth Traders. It will be run by 
another Linden Road resident, James Cowey, who can’t wait to make use 
of his wealth of experience on his own doorstep. He and his wife recently 
welcomed their first child, and the role will be perfectly suited to his 
family-focussed life. Traders will be a welcoming and friendly place to 
relax or socialise. The main offering will be superb quality artisan coffee, 
supplied by the Ouseburn Coffee Company—“a local business to be 
proud of,” James says. “As well as fantastic coffee, they really care that 
their product is ethically sourced and that is absolutely key for us. We 
aim to make our business as sustainable as possible, from locally sourced 
products to recycled coffee cups.” Traders will also stock an exciting se-
lection of fine foods from around the region, showcasing what the North 
East has to offer. There will also be a deli, serving delicious food and 
snacks. Gosforth Traders will also promote another strong industry in the 
region: craft beer. James explains: “We want to stock the best that is 
available from our outstanding local brewers. Craft beer is all about 
small, independent, traditional brewers, and that is right up our street.” 
 Although the papers are full of reports of the declining high street, 
James is hugely optimistic. “Gosforth has the most amazing sense of 
community, there really is no place else like it. I can’t wait to get to work 
and make this a success, listening carefully to what our customers want.” 
 There are a good few months of very hard work ahead, as renovation 
work has just begun. It will be exciting to see this once-thriving business 
at the heart of our community begin its new chapter. They will soon be 
on the lookout for employees who care as much about our local area, 
sustainability and happy customers as they do, so if you know anyone 
please do get in touch with James at: James_c1985@outlook.com 

Gosforth Traders 

In the community:  
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 Otherwise they look forward to welcoming you in their new venture in 
a couple of months! 

 

Loss Adjusters 
All Saints’ Loss Adjusters 
group meets on the first 
Sunday of each month to 
enjoy a lunch together, 
usually at a local res-
taurant.  For our meeting 
on 7th July, we were 
privileged to enjoy the 
hospitality of Vic and Pat 
Spong, and enjoy some 
good weather in their 
garden. 
 Loss Adjusters is 
available to anyone who 
has lost a partner—please do join us. 
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Obituary 

Harry Wellborne 

B 
orn on 2nd December 1942 in the West End of Newcastle, 
Harry was the first child of Jacqueline and Leslie. Because his 
father was in the RAF and it was wartime, he spent much of 

his childhood in his mother’s native Scotland, in the small village of 
Houston near the West Coast, where he and his cousin Maisie spent 
many happy times together.  
 In 1946 his sister Marielyn and the family moved to their own home 
in Fenham. Growing up, Harry was active in the Cubs and Scouts. 
Although he passed his 11+ (twice!), he chose to go to Technical College 
to pursue his interest in electronics and engineering. 
 Harry did his apprenticeship in Parsons for 4 years, and continued the 
scouting connection by becoming a Cub Leader and travelling to 
Germany and Denmark with the Scout Association. 
 He met Alfhild in the Oxford Galleries when she had come over for 
the weekend on a shopping trip in 1965. They began a penfriend 
relationship which blossomed into romance. They married in Norway in 
1968 and settled in a small flat in Gosforth. In 1969, he left Parsons and 
began working for the BBC as a Transmitter Engineer, which meant quite 
a lot of travelling away from home—training in Evesham, and then a 
placement in Orkney for six months. In 1971, Karoline their first daughter 
was born, followed 3 years later by Jackki. Harry gained a permanent 
posting at Pontop Pike Transmitter, where shift work enabled him also to 
train and work as a Special Constable, eventually progressing to Sergeant. 
 During the 1980s Harry was a Scout Leader at All Saints’ and St 
Nicholas’, running several summer camps and jumble sales. Throughout 
his life he was always a staunch animal lover, rescuing hedgehogs, 
supporting a number of charities, and looking after a growing menagerie 
of pets at home, including tropical fish, hamsters, and guinea pigs, as well 
as Sally the dog. 
 Harry continued to work in the community, helping to repair 
equipment at Northern Counties School for deaf children, becoming 
President of the Anglo-Scandinavian Society, and meeting both King 
Olav and later King Harald. He also worked with Alfhild on People to 
People week, a project designed to develop friendships between all 
elements of the community. 
 In 1989, Harry suffered a serious stroke which disabled his right side. 
After 6 weeks in hospital, he came home determined to regain as much 
mobility as possible, and by the summer of 1990 he was able to go on a 
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touring holiday to Norway, driving along some hair-raising mountain 
roads. 
 In 1992, the family had a great piece of luck: winning a Renault 21 car 
in a competition. This meant they could finally leave the ancient Rovers 
and rusty Ladas behind them, travelling all the way up to the Arctic Circle 
and back, as well as on various European road trips to Italy, Germany and 
Austria. 
 In later life Harry needed a hip replacement due to arthritis, but still 
continued the travel bug, taking cruises to Arctic Circle, the Baltic and the 
Mediterranean. 
 In 2007, Harry became a proud Grandad to Kallum and was appointed 
chief toy fixer and bicycle wheel pumper. He still enjoyed his touring 
holidays with the addition of his caravan, visiting sites in the UK as he 
researched family history. 
 Even when age and mobility issues meant he was no longer able to 
drive a car, Harry still indulged his need for speed with a succession of 
mobility scooters, each one bigger that the last, terrifying some 
pedestrians on Gosforth High Street. I remember seeing him in WH 
Smiths in the City skilfully driving his scooter up and down the aisles.  
 His final years were marked by continuing declining health, a number 
of falls and a lengthy hospital stay. He moved initially to residential care 
and then finally to live with Jackki and her partner Adriaan in Heaton, 
where he passed away peacefully with Alfhild at his side. 
 Harry was independent, practical, and strong willed. He had an active 
mind, enjoyed being a non-conformist and was a free spirit. Despite his 
frustration, finding himself dependant on others after his stroke, he 
showed determination to overcome set backs and remained stoic and 
philosophical . He had an inquisitive mind, an extensive knowledge of 
science. He wished to understand the unfamiliar, often purchasing books 
wanting to know more. Although not one to express his emotion, he felt 
deeply about issues none the less.  He enjoyed making friends on the 
internet, talking to children with a  sense of humour and fun. He 
wished to make a difference and to give of himself and he had.  
 We offer thanks for a life well lived, and our sympathies go with 
Alfhild, Karoline, Jackki and all their family at this sad time. 
 

Andrew Shipton using notes from Karoline 
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All Saints’ Amnesty Group 

O 
n 16th September we received the exciting news that Kris 
Maharaj’s case is at last going to have an evidential hearing 
on 17th October. Kris is the British businessman who in 1987 

was sentenced to death in Florida for two murders which he did not 
commit.  
 Clive Stafford Smith of Reprieve has been fighting for justice for Kris 
for over 20 years, helping to get his sentence downgraded to life 
imprisonment, and writing a book, Injustice, entirely about this case. Clive 
says: “It’s a very significant development. It’s one I have been pushing 
for. It means that Kris finally has the chance to prove in a US federal court 
that he should not have been deprived of his liberty.” 
 Our Amnesty Group has been involved with this case for many years. 
Indeed, founder member John Long wrote letters to State officials in 
Florida and to the British government, as did others in our group. This 
helped to get a petition signed by 300 MPs, as well as members of the 
House of Lords and a former Attorney General, but the British 
government has consistently refused to act officially. 

The Big Battery Hunt 

A 
t Archibald First School we are collecting batteries to recycle 
as part of the Big Battery Hunt. Please can you help us by 
collecting your finished or unwanted batteries.  

 We are only collecting AAA, AA, C and D batteries. 
 When you have collected some please bring them to church and put 
them in the box at the back of the church. 
 Thank you. 

Dexter and Xanthe 
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 Kris’s wife, Marita, has stuck by her husband loyally. Below is an 
extract from an open letter that she sent to Reprieve members a few 
weeks ago: 

You might know the story of my husband Kris. He is now 80 years 
old—I’m 79. We’ve been married for 42 years. He’s been in a 
Florida prison for 32 of those years. 
 As we get older, it gets harder to keep going, but I want to 
share the three things that continue to give me hope: 
 My visits to Kris most Saturdays. It’s not easy seeing my 
husband in prison, but at least I get to see him and talk with him, 
which is more than so many other wives, relatives or friends of 
prisoners around the world get. 
 I sometimes dream that Kris may yet be released and that we 
get to spend our final days together. I have to imagine it’s still 
possible. Clive Stafford Smith has fought for Kris’s life for more 
than 26 years. Knowing there are people like Clive and the team at 
Reprieve fighting for Kris gives me hope. 
 There’s no denying that the last 32 years have been difficult—
my whole life was turned upside down. 
 There’s one thing that runs through everything and that’s the 
thousands of people—people like you—who have heard about 
Kris’s situation and who empathise. It has been in the dark times 
that I have experienced the greatest acts of kindness, generosity 
and compassion from a wonderful community of people who care. 
People who would in any other situation be strangers to me have 
become friends. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

 We are hoping and praying that this development will lead to the end 
of their ordeal.  

Marilyn Champion 

C 
ongratulations to all our young people who completed A 
Levels this year, including Joseph Metcalfe, Olivia Douglas, 
Alistair Hurrel, Jonathon Quant, Alex Donaldson, Joseph 

Proctor and Euan James. 
 We wish you every success in whatever you choose to do next.  

Congratulations 
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From the 

Youth Worker 

I 
 like to think that my sense of direction is quite good. As a child, I 
could work out the direction to anywhere with a map; it was 
easy! On one occasion, I recall my brother ringing me up after he 

got lost on the way to the dentist! 
 A few years back I took my first trip to Wales. Me and my parents 
travelled to the west coast of the country, spending a week in the south 
and a week in the north. For those two weeks I did 90% of the driving. I 
would enjoy looking at the map, working out where we were going that 
day and then memorising the route so I could do it without using the 
Satnav. 
 This plan worked great, apart from one fateful journey. We’d had a 
nice day out, made our way back to the cottage, and were ready to head 
out to a local pub for a meal. So, I got out the map and worked out the 
route. I knew that, if I followed a particular road, I would only need to 
take a turning on the left and then it would be a five-minute drive to the 
pub. 
 And so we got in the car, ready for the 15-minute drive. To begin 
with, I was feeling pretty confident. I took a few correct turnings and it 
looked really positive. But then things became like my short stint in the 
children’s choir at my first church…a disaster! 
 I was waiting for the left turn which would lead me to the pub. Slowly 
the minutes began to pass…one minute…two minutes…three minutes… 
five minutes…ten minutes…fifteen minutes… 
 As the minutes passed, so did my confidence! It began to ebb away 
like Bruce Willis’ hair! After fifteen minutes my mum’s confidence had 
clearly also faded as she got out the Satnav. It turned out I had missed the 
left turning quite a while ago but I had been trusting my own direction 
rather than listening to the device which specialised in giving directions! 
 The Church is beginning a journey. We are searching for the way 
forward which will lead us to fruitful work for Christ. But it is important 
that we don’t trust our own judgement. If we come up with a plan all by 
ourselves, then it might begin with several of the same turns, but 
eventually we will get stuck on a long road to nowhere. 
 The only way to find the fruitful path is to trust God. We need to pray 
and listen to His direction. We shouldn’t look at other churches and say, 
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“what works for them?” We shouldn’t say, “what will make us look 
good?”  And we shouldn’t say, “what do I think we should do?” Rather, 
we should make time and space to hear what God is saying. That is the 
only way to succeed at His mission! 

Andrew Mason 

P 
eople do not always realise what 
international cultural delights can be 
found here, in the heart of the city. 

For instance, in the period of only a few months, 
I have seen both Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake 
and the ballet Carmen in just one weekend with 
my elder daughter, and soon will be seeing 
Bourne’s Romeo and Juliet STU Turandot with 
my younger daughter. Soon after, I will be 
experiencing another culture-filled weekend with 
one of my granddaughters—seeing An Inspector 
Calls at the Theatre Royal, followed by 
Raymonda at the Tyneside Cinema. Operas and 

ballets are often shown there, transmitted live—from the Metropolitan in 
New York on Saturdays, and the Bolshoi in Moscow on Sundays. I’d 
recommend a trip to anyone for a different and exciting cultural 
experience!  
 Also, don’t forget our own Theatre Royal, where fantastic national 
shows can be found all year round. 

 So, is Newcastle 
a city of culture? It 
most certainly is! 
And I haven’t even 
mentioned the Sage 
for music or the 
Baltic for art! 

Ethel Randall 

Newcastle—City of Culture? 
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Moira Flanagan ALCM 

Music tuition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Organist to three local Churches 
Long time member of the New Tyneside  
Orchestra 
Accompanist to the Gosforth & District Choir 
Has over twenty years of successful teaching experi-
ence and DBS Enhanced Disclosure  
Certificate 
Offers tuition in piano or violin to all ages 
Tel. 0191 285 6132 for further details. 

  

T 
hank you to all those 
who joined us on 4th 
October to help clean 

the porches and windows in 
church before the harvest ser-
vice. 
 There will be a further clean-
ing session on 1st November, 
from 9.30 to 11.30. Everyone is 
welcome, and there will be re-
freshments!  Please feel free to 
bring all your friends, too.  

Rosamund Place,  
churchwarden 

“When I'm 
cleaning  
windows...” 
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W 
e are increasingly reading about the dangers of digital 
communication and the impact it can have on others—
particularly in facilitating bullying and encouraging 

feelings of low self-worth. It is very easy to fire off an email or 
social network post in haste without really thinking about what we 
are writing—sometimes causing unintended distress to others 
which a moment’s thought or read-through might have prevented.  
 With this in mind, the Archbishop of Canterbury has recently 
launched a set of Social Media Community Guidelines (see https://
www.churchofengland.org/terms-and-conditions/our-social-media-
community-guidelines). While they have been written specifically for 
all users who engage with the Church of England’s and Archbishops’ 
national social media channels, these guidelines are built on universal 
principles, and it is recommended that we as Church members adopt 
them in all our electronic communications. We reproduce them below. 

Christine Willoughby  

Be safe. The safety of children, young people and vulnerable adults 
must be maintained. If you have any concerns, ask a diocesan safe-
guarding adviser.  

Be respectful. Do not post or share content that is sexually explicit, in-
flammatory, hateful, abusive, threatening or otherwise disrespectful.  

Be kind. Treat others as you would wish to be treated, and assume the 
best in people. If you have a criticism or critique to make, consider 
not just whether you would say it in person, but the tone you would 
use. 

Be honest. Don’t mislead people about who you are.  

Take responsibility. You are accountable for the things you do, say 
and write. Text and images shared can be public and permanent, 
even with privacy settings in place. If you’re not sure, don’t post it.  

Be a good ambassador. Personal and professional life can easily 
become blurred online, so think before you post.  

Electronic Communication 
Guidelines 
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Missions of the Month 

E 
ach month any plate donations from our services are given to 
a nominated charity agreed by the PCC, unless otherwise 
stated.  

 Gift Aid envelopes, when received from the organisations we support, 
are placed in the pews for those who feel able to increase their donations 
in this way. If there are no envelopes in your pew, please use a yellow All 
Saints’ envelope by crossing out “All Saints’” and writing the name of the 
relevant Mission of the Month in its place. 

October: Church Urban Fund—TOGETHER Newcastle 

TOGETHER Newcastle works with churches, individuals and organ-
isations in a variety of ways to find the best fit locally. They focus on: 

Supporting local churches in mission 
Seeking to create a fairer financial system 
Forging links between organisations to support homeless people 
Providing support around funding applications 

 Often, ideas come from a conversation, and then help is needed to 
make them happen! TOGETHER Newcastle works by using an “asset 
based approach”. This means they start by identifying what skills and 
assets are available in the community and develop actions from there. 
 They want to help build stronger associations and relationships in 
communities, where people have a sense of identity, can be recognised for 
what they bring and contribute, and where resources are shared for the 
benefit of all. 

Disagree well. Some conversations can be places of robust dis-
agreement, and it’s important we apply our values in the way we 
express them. 

Credit others. Acknowledge the work of others. Respect copyright and 
always give credit where it is due. Be careful not to release sensitive 
or confidential information, and always question the source of any 
content you are considering amplifying.  

Follow the rules. Abide by the terms and conditions of the various 
social media platforms themselves. If you see a comment that you 
believe breaks their policies, then please report it to the respective 
company. 
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November: Friends of Mandritsara Trust  

The Good News Project is in the town of Mandritsara in northern 
Madagascar. The project is run jointly between the Association of Bible 
Baptist Churches of Madagascar and Friends of Mandritsara Trust 
UK (FoMT). The project comprises a hospital, a school, a radio station and 
a nursing school. 
 The majority of the staff are Malagasy, some from the local area and 
others from different areas of Madagascar. They are supported by 
missionaries from overseas and occasional visitors. Vicky Hopley is an 
optometrist from the North East who until April of this year was one of the 
missionary team members, working in the hospital eye team. She is 
currently in France studying for a language diploma.  
 The eye department is one of the busiest departments in the hospital, 
run by a Malagasy eye doctor, Dr Hanitra. Many patients are guided by 
family members to the hospital, as they have very little sight. Due to the 
sunny climate, many patients present with dense white cataracts earlier 
than they would in Europe. After an initial assessment, the patients are 
booked for surgery within 2 or 3 days. The surgery takes about half an 
hour, and the patient’s eye is patched overnight. The following day they 
return to the hospital, the patch is removed and the vision assessed. It is 
such a lovely moment to experience someone with their sight restored. The 
patient is reviewed again, and then allowed to go home, with eye drops, 
until their final assessment after one month.  
 Many patients have to walk for 3 days across the rainforest to get to the 
hospital. Imagine having to do this with no sight. For this reason, the eye 
team travels out 3 times a year with the aid of Mission Aviation 
Fellowship (MAF) to another town where cataract operations can be 
carried out and patients are nearer their homes. All contributions go 
directly to the project and help to restore sight.  

Donations sent out since the last In Touch: 

May uS       £843.17 
June Cornerstone, Benwell £764.78 
July Mission to Seafarers  £964.35 

 Please don’t forget to look at The Mission of the Month display board 
each month to find out more about the Missions we are supporting, and 
please take away any literature supplied—the board is situated at the back 
of the Church. 

 Chris Matthews, Mission Secretary 

In Touch 32  

 

PCC Digest  
At its meeting on 9th September at Archbishop Runcie School, the PCC: 

 Received from the Headteacher, Mrs Massey, a very positive update 
on Archbishop Runcie School. It was par ticular ly pleased to hear  that 
the School was now judged “good” by OFSTED, following a surprise 
“Requires Improvement” judgement two years ago. It was quite clear that 
the issues raised at that time have been addressed, and the School is 
looking forward positively. There have been opportunities to build closer 
links with the Gosforth Schools’ Trust and All Saints’. (See pp. 18–19). 

 Heard a summary from Rev. Andrew Shipton on the findings from his 
recent sabbatical and initial headlines for a Renewed Vision for All 
Saints’. This is based on the need to engage with the world as it is and not 
live in the past. (See pp. 6–7) 

 Reviewed proposals for the social programme for the Autumn. 

 Noted problems in compiling Church rotas due to a shortage of 
volunteers. There is a need to encourage a wider selection of people to 
participate in Church life in this way—all are welcome. 

 Noted actions on Church fabric, including completion of roof tile 
repairs, consideration of improvements to the Choir Vestry, and dis-
cussion with a consultant regarding problems with the sound system. 
Proposals to install lighting bollards on the North side of the Church path 
have been signed off. 

 Noted the recent guidelines on use of electronic media—a digital 
charter—produced by the Archbishop of Canterbury. (See pp. 29–30) 

 Debated correspondence relating to dog mess on the Church green. 

 Welcomed the takeup of a recent bring-and-share lunch, and endorsed 
proposals that these should be repeated occasionally. 

Christine Willoughby, PCC Member 

Full minutes of each PCC meeting are displayed at the back of the church 
following their acceptance at the next meeting of the PCC. 
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From the registers 
 

 
Baptisms 
8th September Ada Victoria Bundle  
 
 

Funerals 
19th September Harry Wellborne  
30th September  Judith Ivy Barber  
4th October  Cecelia Keegan 
 
 
 

Weddings  
24th August    Stephen Scott and Anna Topping 
 
 
 
 

Send us your photographs to 
allsaintsintouch@outlook.com 

All Saints’ Weekly Services 
Tuesday 10.15am Holy Communion 

8.00am Holy Communion 

9.30am Parish Communion 

11.30am 
Café Church (first Sunday of every 
month) 

6.30pm 
Evening Service or Prayers for Healing. 
Evensong last Sunday of the month. 

Sunday  
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Dates for your Diary 

October 

Tuesday 29th  1.00pm Messy Church 

Wednesday 30th    10.00am Children’s Drama Workshop 

November 

Saturday 9th 7.00pm Quiz Night in All Saints’ Centre 

Saturday 16th 4.00pm Culture Kitchen in All Saints’ Centre 

Saturday 30th 7.30pm Jesmond Choral Concert in Church 

Sunday 1st  6.30pm Advent Carol Service  

Saturday 7th 10.30am —12.30pm Christmas Fair 

December 

Sunday 15th 3.00pm Christingle 

Christmas Eve 

2.15pm Crib Service 
4.00pm Carol Service 
6.30pm Carol Service 
11.30pm First Eucharist of Christmas 

Christmas Day 
8.00am Holy Communion 
9.30am Parish Communion  

Sunday 3rd 
9.30am All Saints Eucharist 
6.30pm All Souls Service  

Sunday 10th  
 

Remembrance Sunday 
9.30am Parish Communion 
10.45am Service in Gosforth Central Park 
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If you have a picture you would like to share 
with us, please email  
allsaintsintouch@outlook.com 

Church member Judith Robinson has sent us this photograph of the 
Church tower in late summer. 


