
All Saints’ Church 
Sunday 26th July 2020 

www.allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

Find us on Facebook https://facebook.com/allsaintsgosforth 

Follow us on Twitter: @AllSaintsGos 

The Parish Office is closed.    

 

Please log on to the All Saints’ Website on Sunday morning for our recorded Sunday service of Morning 

Prayer with hymns http://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth/worship-with-us-at-home  
 

Please also log on for Sunday Evening Prayer with address on https://www.allsaints-
gosforth.co.uk/recordings/ 

 

 
Readings for Morning Prayer 
Psalm:    77 
Old Testament:   Song of Solomon 2 
New Testament: 1 Peter 4:7-14 
 
 
Thought for today 
 

Have you noticed how the media love to have a pop at the Church either through its senior clerics or its 

organisation?  Both our Archbishops are regularly criticised for various statements and one can always find 

a bishop who can be critically quoted on almost any subject. If all else fails there is always a scandal at parish 

level to be found. 

Nowhere do I read of the huge amount of work done by church members and local minsters to help their 

communities.  I see examples of selfless love all around me, especially in these last months. I see a number 

of saints in our congregation who work tirelessly without reward or recognition.  

Although Christians are not the only ones to show love it is interesting both how many voluntary 

organisations depend on church members and conversely that most church members can be found giving 

their time and talents to the service of others. This service is not remarkable to us, it is in our DNA - after all, 

loving our neighbour is one of the two main commandments given to us by Jesus.  

I am not suggesting that we are perfect, by no means, nor that we rest on our laurels not at all. There is much 

still to do. But however the media might portray us, there is no doubt that our church is a loving and caring 

family that is a force for good in our community. We should feel privileged to play our part in that. 

 
 

Victor Spong 

 

 

 

 

  

All Saints’ Mission Statement 

Working together as a church we are pursuing a vision to put All Saints’ at the heart of the wider community. Our vision is to 

be a vibrant, inclusive, compassionate and outward looking church with a sensitive and thoughtful approach to faith, where 

there is excellent pastoral care and encouragement for all and where diversity is welcomed and our worship inspires us to 

transform the world. 

https://facebook.com/allsaintsgosforth
http://allsaintsgosforth.wixsite.com/all-saints-gosforth/worship-with-us-at-home
https://www.allsaints-gosforth.co.uk/recordings/
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This week’s Sunday Service. 
 
We are delighted to be able to return to church for public worship.  However, this is not a return to normal 

- there are measures in place to ensure your utmost safety, and these will impact on what we are able to 

do together.   

 

All are welcome, whether you are a regular member of the congregation or not.  Currently we are able to 

have 60 people in the congregation.  This is so that we can maintain the two metre distancing advice.  

However, for members of the same household or those in a bubble who do not need to social distance 

from each other, the number of places can be extended to accommodate a maximum occupancy of 70.  

Families are most welcome, but regrettably, as yet, we are unable to offer any special provision for 

children.  

 

You will find specific measures are in place, including sanitiser stations, social distancing, a one-way 

system, and also a special service sheet.  For the time being, there can be no singing - so sadly, no choir or 

hymns.  We won’t be able to sit in our ‘normal’ seats.  All are welcome but we are asked to remind you 

that the risks are dependent on your own situation.  It is important that those who are shielding, or who 

are in a vulnerable group, should feel under no pressure to attend; they should carefully consider their 

own situation.  

 

Online worship will be available again this Sunday in the form of ‘Morning Prayer’.  You will see on this pew 

sheet that we intend to hold a simple celebration of the Holy Communion on Saturday 1st August at 6pm.  

Please see our plans for Sunday 9th August when we shall say goodbye to Isaac Wilkinson and welcome our 

new youth worker, Jamie Donaldson.  

 

Please be assured that everything has been thought through carefully and and churchwardens/stewards 

will be happy to welcome and guide you.  Please be in touch if you have any questions or concerns 

whatsoever about what to expect. 

 

We very much look forward to seeing you.  

 
Best wishes, 

 

 

Andrew Shipton 



 
Your Sunday Service is back at All Saints – welcome! 

It’s a new experience for us all – here’s what you need to know 

 
Before 
 

If you are unwell or have any symptoms of COVID19 – cough, 
high temperature, loss of taste or smell – please stay at home.  
 

If you’ve been near anyone with symptoms or who is unwell 
please stay at home 
 

If you are in a group that the government defines as ‘at risk’ – 
e.g. aged 70+, pregnant, with an underlying health condition – 
why not watch the online service to reduce the risk to yourself of 
coming to a crowded place? However we respect your decision 
based on your health and situation. 
 

Services, for now, will be morning prayer. There will be music 
but no singing. You will be in your pew for the full service.  
 

Face coverings are now encouraged to wear in enclosed 
buildings. 

 
Arrival 
 

It will take longer to get in: we have lots of space outside but if 
its wet or cold dress accordingly. Doors will stay open in church 
for ventilation. 
 

Everyone (or a ‘lead’ person for families) will be asked for their 
name & contact number to support NHS Track and Trace 
 

You will be asked to sanitise your hands then escorted to a pew 
by a steward 
 

You may sit alone or in family/household groups, not next to 
friends, this is to comply with government advice on distancing 

 
During 
 

Service sheets will be in the pews. Church stewards who have 
sanitised their hands will have put these out. Take them with you 
when you leave please 
 

The clergy will welcome everyone and explain the new 
normality! 
 

We’ll all stay seated during the service. It will have prayer and 
readings. At this time there is no communion or singing. 
 

The kids corner won’t be in use, and any children who come will 
have to stay in pews for the full service. They are welcome to 
bring an activity with them.   
 

The loos in the hall will be open. They are cleaned ahead of 
opening and again afterwards. There is no coffee in the hall. 

 
After 
 

At the end of the service stewards will escort you out, aisle by 
aisle. Please stay seated until asked to leave. 
 
Please don’t congregate on the paths or by the doors: there is 
more space on West Avenue to stand and safely talk to others. 
 
If you feel ill or display any symptoms in the days after attending 
a service please inform the NHS and the clergy so we can help 
support the Track & Trace efforts 



 
 
 

 

Parish Breakfast by Zoom Sunday 26th July at 11.15am following our online service.  If you would like to 
join us then please email Andrew who will send you the link – andrew.shipton@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk   
For security and safeguarding reasons please do not pass on the link or password to others.  You will 
first need to download the Zoom App on your PC, Phone or Lap Top.   

 

 
Coffee Morning via Zoom Tuesday 28th July at 11:00.  If 
you would like to join us then please email Ruth who will 
send you the link ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk  
For security and safeguarding reasons please do not 
pass on the link or password to others.  You will first 
need to download the Zoom App on your PC, Phone or 
Lap Top.   
 

 
Dial a Service  
We have introduced 'dial a service' feature where 
any member of the congregation who can’t 
attend church can simply dial a telephone number 
and be able to listen to  a service in full.  We are 
conscious that not everybody has internet or a 
laptop/home PC.  We hope to upload a recording 
of a service every week. Why not try it.? The cost 
is the normal charge for your line. The number 
is 0191 338 8867.   
 

 
Face coverings are now mandatory on public transport and in shops and in 

supermarkets.   We are now encouraged to wear face coverings in enclosed public spaces such as a place of 
worship.  Relevant guidance on face coverings is available on GOV.UK 

 

 

Congratulations to Isaac who, following his Bishop Advisory Panel, has been recommended for 
training for ordination.  Isaac's last Sunday with us will be the 9th August.  In September he will 
begin training at Cranmer Hall, Durham.  All wishing to contribute toward a parting gift please 

send contributions via the Parish Office in envelopes clearly marked “Isaac's  farewell” before the 
5th August. 
 

 

Sir Tom 
I think that we are all amazed at Sir Tom’s endeavours to keep himself walking at 100 years of age and raising 
£32,795,065 for the NHS. The Queen, along with thousands of others, sent Tom a birthday card. 
It is interesting to note that King George V sent the first telegram to acknowledge a 100 year birthday in 1917, 
and he sent out 24 such cards that year. When Elizabeth II became Queen in 1952 the number of cards had 
grown to 273 per annum and by 2014 the number had increased to 7,517. 

Ethel Randall (aged 92 and counting) 

 

The People’s Kitchen is in desperate need of toiletries and non- perishable foods.   At present they are only 
operating Tuesday to Friday 12:00 – 16:00.  They are making up food parcels for the temporary housed 
homeless. All donations would be most welcome. Graeme at Ashburton News, 21 Ashburton Road has very 
kindly offered to be the drop off point where these can be left.  Donations can be made from Monday to 
Friday.   
 

Donations of the following would be particularly welcome:   

 Tinned meats 

 Tinned pies  

 Jars of sauces and stir fry sauces and 

 Tinned potatoes  
These essentials are necessary for making up food parcels and are very gratefully received by all. 
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Private Prayer in church on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays has now been postponed until further 
notice. 
 

 

PCC meeting via Zoom on Monday 27th July at 

7:30pm 

 

Just Sing.. 
 

...our zoom session continues to thrive. Every Friday at 11am. 
Is this you -  
you like to sing but think you've not much of a voice?  
You've thought of coming but changed your mind?  
Never mind the 'buts'. No audition, no solos, no lifetime membership fee,  just a range of popular music for 
you to relax to from 1920s up to the present day, from George Gershwin to George Ezra (including show 
tunes that you'll have probably heard before). Join this friendly group and allow me to bring the piano and 
the songs right to you in the comfort of your own home. I'll even send you the lyrics. How can I better that?  
 

Why not show up on Friday and give it a try? (You know you want to) and I'm sure you'll think it's 30 mins 
well spent!  Email me for further details: dianalavin@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
Cleaning: the Wardens have been doing a wonderful 
job cleaning the church but it is a heavy load. If you 
are young/fit/healthy and could offer to help then 
please let them know. 
 

 
The Bells were rung last Sunday. Our thanks to Paul 
Cross and the ringers.  
 

 

Our plans for early August:   
 
All Saints’  
Saturday 1st August  6.00pm Holy Communion. 
Sunday 2nd August  9.30am Morning Prayer.    
 
St Hugh's 
Sunday 2nd August 10.45am Morning Prayer   
 
 
All Saint's' (Isaac's last Sunday with us) 
Sunday 9th August  9.30am Morning Prayer  
   10.30am Morning Prayer Lite - less formal for younger groups - led by Isaac.   
     At this   Service – Jamie Donaldson our new Youth worker will be  
     introduced. 
 

 

Plastic-free July is almost over – how did you get on?  If it was a challenge, or if you are already plastic-free 
and have some tips to share, you may like to post something on the All Saints’ Facebook Eco-page. The 
washable cotton face masks are still available, and have so far raised over £400.00 for charity.  Many thanks! 
 

All Saints Eco Team 
 

 

Mission of the Month. Each month any plate donations from our services are given to a nominated charity. 
We ask members of the congregation to consider putting away money and later giving to Mission to 

Seafarers which gives huge support to all seafarers around the world, especially those stranded in a strange 
country, and victims of piracy. 
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH GOSFORTH: AMNESTY LETTER JULY 2020 
Darvinson Rojas, a freelance journalist in Venezuela, is under criminal investigation because of his 
reporting on the COVID-19 pandemic there.  On 21st March, police officers raided his home claiming that 
they were investigating an alleged case of coronavirus.  There was no evidence to support this claim, but 
Darvinson and his parents were arrested and taken to a detention centre where Darvinson was asked to 
reveal the sources of his information.  His parents were released, but Darvinson was taken to another 
detention centre, held for 12 days and then brought before a court where he was accused of “advocacy of 
hatred” and “instigation to commit crimes”.  He was released on bail pending a criminal investigation.  
Darvinson’s arrest comes amid a widespread government crackdown on critics, human rights defenders 
and journalists. 
 
SPECIMEN LETTER (Please feel free to put into your own words, just a UK stamp needed) 
Her Excellency Mrs Rocio Maneiro 
Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
1 Cromwell Road 
London 
SW7 2HW 
 
Your Excellency 

Darvinson Rojas 
I am writing to you about the case of Darvinson Rojas, a freelance journalist who was arrested with his 
parents in Caracas on 21st March because of his reporting on the COVID-19 pandemic in Venezuela.   
 
His parents were released, but Darvinson was brought before a court, charged with “advocacy of hatred” and 
“instigation to commit crimes”, and released on bail pending a criminal investigation.  
 
Amnesty International considers these charges to be politically motivated to silence his reporting.     I call 
upon your government to drop all charges against Darvinson immediately and unconditionally and to respect 
and promote the freedom of the press. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Broadcast Services from the BBC 

 Live Sunday Morning Worship (BBC1 – 11.30am) 

 Songs of Praise (BBC 1 – Sunday – 1.15pm) 

 Prayer for the day (BBC Radio 4 – Daily – 5.43am) 
Sunday Worship (BBC Radio 4 – 8.10am) 

 Choral Evensong (Radio 3 – Wednesday – 3.30pm) 

 Daily Service 9.45-10am weekdays 198  
Long Wave only. 

 

 

For those who love the songs and prayers of the 
Taizé Community in France they will be live streaming 
prayers every evening at 7.30pm our time, so do join 

them at:  www.facebook.com/pg/taize 

 
 

Please could notices for the pew sheet still be sent to 
post@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

 

 

The Church Annual General Meeting will be on 

Sunday 18th October. 
 

 

 

Help. If you are self-isolating due to COVID-19 we can help with picking up shopping, posting mail, a friendly 

phone call or urgent supplies.  Just call and we will do our best to help you 2pm-4pm 

Monday Tel: 0191 284 1393 

Tuesday and Wednesday: 07989145610 

Thursday and Friday:  0191 2845540 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000h05p
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Vicar   Andrew Shipton   2845540  andrew.shipton@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Assistant Curate  Beverley Davies 07989145610 bev.davies@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Assistant Priest  Ruth Birnie  2841393  ruth.birnie@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Hon Assistant Priest Rebecca Watts 2859840  rebecca.watts@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk  
Churchwarden  Paul Wilkinson  2368070  paul.wilkinson@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Churchwarden  Rosamund Place  2857244  ros.place@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Treasurer  Fred Carr 01661 825863 fred.carr@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 
Safeguarding Officer  Kath Davies 07880618911 kath.davies@allsaints-gosforth.org.uk 

All Saints’ Mission Statement 

Working together as a church we are pursuing a vision to put All Saints’ at the heart of the wider community. Our vision is to 

be a vibrant, inclusive, compassionate and outward looking church with a sensitive and thoughtful approach to faith, where 

there is excellent pastoral care and encouragement for all and where diversity is welcomed and our worship inspires us to 

transform the world. 


